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The SPEAKER (Mr Thompson) took
Chair at 2.15 p.m.. and read prayers.

the

PRISONS; PRISONERS

Use or Telephones: Ministerial Slatemuent

MR H-ASSELL (Cottesloc-Minister for
Police and Prisons) j2.19 p.m.j: Before we
undertake Orders of the Day I seek leave, under
Standing Order No. I I8A, to make a very brief
statement coupled with the tabling of a paper for
public information.

Leave granted.
Mr HASSELL: I have for some time been

concerned about the rules relating to the use of
telephones by prisoners in Department of
Corrections institutions, and in particular, high
security institutions. Therefore, at my request, a
considerable amount of work has been undertaken
over a number of months to establish what is a
reasonable and balanced set of rules that not only
would be fair to prisoners but also would be
consistent with the obligations of the Department
of Corrections to maintain security. With the
consent of the House I propose to table a draft
administrative instruction which lays down these
rules.

I emnphasise that -at this stage it is a
draft-although it is near finalisation-and it is
tabled for the purpose of its deliberately being
made public as part of the administrative
procedures of the department and as part of the
process by which we will bring it to finalisation to
enable it to become the set of rules relating to the
use of telephones by prisoners in Department of
Corrections institutions.

The paper was ta bled (see paper No. 210).
The SPEAKER: Order! In relation to the

action taken by the M'vinister for Police and
Prisons members will be aware that last year
Standing Orders were amended to make provision
for a Minister to make a statement in the way the
Minister has done at this time. The Standing
Order allows for the Leader of the Opposition or
somconc deputed by him to make a response to
that statement. I simply draw the attention of the
House to the matter that has just come before it. I
think it is a very desirable way of introducing
such statements and indeed, the Standing Orders
Committee considered it would be a very
desirable practice.

MR PEARCE (Gosnells) [2.22 pm.]: The
Opposition Supports the making of statements of
this nature and considers it to be a most effective
way to bring before the Parliament things that are
happening in the administrative area.

When statements are made about a particular
subject. we should have some over-view of the
situation and the Opposition would appreciate it if
it were possible to reeive a copy of a ministerial
statement in advance. If we wish then to take the
opportunity to make a statement, we can do so on
a considered basis.

Shortly before the House sat this afternoon, the
Deputy Premier informed me that a statement
would be made. It is not possible for me or for
any other member of the Opposition to give a
considered response to that statement without
having the opportunity to read the tabled paper.
By the time I or one of my colleagues had read
the tabled paper. it no longer would be possible to
make a statement because we would have moved
on to some other matter.

We are not taking great exception to the matter
raised today, but we ask that in future copies of
papers to be tabled in conjunction with ministerial
statements are made available to us so that we are
in a position to be able to make a response at the
appropriate time. Unfortunately, if this is not
done, we may find ourselves in the situation that
ministerial statements will be able to be, made at
any time and the Opposition would not have an
opportunity to respond. In that ease the
Opposition may become a little less co-operative,
and it would start to deny leave to make such
statements. If a little bit of forethought is given to
the matter, I hope that situation will not arise.

CRIMINAL CODE AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

MR PEARCE (Gosnells) [2.24 p.m.]: I move-
That the Bill be now read a second time.

Firstly. I would like to thank the Premier for his
co-operation in allowing . -the Opposition to
introduce these three Bills at a time which under
the suspension of our Standing Orders is normally
set aside for Government business. I appreciate
the action of the Premier in making some time
available to me.

This Bill, and the two following Bills, which I
present to the House, are, in my view, three of the
most important Bills to come before this House
during this session of Parliament. or indeed, in
recent years.

This is an attempt by the Opposition to put into
legislative form the result of some two years of
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study which has been undertaken by me and other
members of the Opposition in conjunction with a
number of other people around Australia to
determine the best way to deal with the problems
or crime and violence relating to sexual assault
which continue to mark and bedevil our
cornmu nit y.

I am sure no member of this House has not
been more concerned than I or other members of
the community at the extent to which crimes of
violence relating to rape and sexual assault have
continued to proliferate in our community in
recent years. As we pick up our newspaper each
morning, we are all very concerned to see that
women as old as 90 years of age or more have
been assaulted and raped in their own homes, and
that young girls continue to be assaulted on the
streets or in motor vehicles. The situation is
becoming such in our society that many women
are very reluctant to venture out alone on the
streets of Perth at night. The women fear that
they may be molested in one way or another.

The SPEAKER: Could I ask the member for
Gosnells to resume his seat. There is far too much
audible conversation in the Chamber, and in view
of the fact that in the Speaker's Gallery today
there are four young people who made some
comment recently on the behaviour of members in
the Parliament. I suggest that members ought to
behave themselves exceptionally well now.

Mr PEARCE: Thank you. Mr Speaker. Could
I suggest to Liberal members that they sit up
straight in order to avoid unfortunate references
similar to those made about them on a previous
occasion'?

Mr Rushton: There is no-one on your side to sit
up straight.

Mr Shalders: The member for Welshpool
should be careful that he is not caught.

Mr PEARCE: One would have expected that
an increase in violence in the community would be
accompanied by an increase in the rate of arrests
for those crimes. I regret to say, from the figures
made available to me, that is not so.

As I said, women, young and old, cannot walk
on the streets at night now with any reeling of
safety. The sales of security devices for the doors
of women who live alone are increasing rapidly,
and this indicates the sort of fear which members
of the community feel about the whole matter of
sexual assault. It is particularly demeaning to a
community that this fear exists.

I am sure most members here can recall that 20
years or so ago Perth seemed to be one of the
safer and nicer places in the nation.
Unfortunately we are fast catching up with

national and world trends in the matter of sexual
assaulIt.

The Opposition's approach to this problem is
summarised in the three Bills to which I have
referred. I will go through each Bill individually
and deal with the terms of the Bill and their
legislative approaches to the problem as I make
each second reading speech. However, as a
prelude to all three Bills, I would like to outline
the thrust of the Opposition's approach to this
whole matter and it is this: Three main
approaches are necessary to reduce the incidence
of sexual assault in the community. Firstly, all the
sexual assaults being made need to be reported. It
is unfortunate that this is the most unreported
crime of all. Various estimates of the incidence of
this crime have been made; it has been estimated
that only between one-tenth and one-quarter of all
sexual assaults are reported to the police,
depending on whose estimates one uses, This
means that between nine-tenths and three-
quarters of all the assailants not only never face
the courts, but also never have their crimes
reported. Because so many of these crimes are
unreported, rapists are free to carry on their
reprehensible crimes in the community.

When crimes are reported, they are finalised
before the courts only infrequently. I will produce
some figures later to demonstrate that this is so.
On the one hand, we have a crime that is largely
not reported. On the other hand, we have a crime
which, if it is reported, largely does not result in
any punishment for the perpetrator. An allied
problem in all this is that the trauma that sexual
assault victims have to go through in the crime is
so great that very often they are unwilling to go
through the further trauma of a court action. Tht
fact that sexual assault victims often do not want
to appear before the courts is based on the
unfortunate experiences of those who have
appeared, and it is allied to the fact that the court
processes seem to be heavily loaded against sexual
assault victims.

They are the three reasons that sexual assault
continues to be a major crime in our community.
It is one about which not too much action is
taking place. However, there are stirrings
throughout the nation in relation to this question:
but I regret to report that Western Australia is
lagging far behind in the kind of remedial action
that Mnany other States are taking in an attempt
to reduce the incidence of sexual assault on
Australian streets and in Australian homes.

I will acknowledge in a while the assistance
that the Opposition has been given by the NSW
Attorney General's Department in its drafting of
the legislation now before the House. I mention
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our indebtedness to the national conference on
rape law reform which was held under the
auspices of the Australian Institute of
Criminology and the Tasmanian Law Reform
Commission in Hobart in May 1980. That
conference was attended by the Hon. Robert
Hetherington and mc on behalf of the Opposition;,
but no Government members or Ministers
attended the conference, The only Government-
nominated person attending was the Crown
Solicitor (Mr Michael Murray). who attended as
part of an overall review he was making of the
Criminal Code.

One would have liked a Government member
or two to be present so that the comments I am
making on the matter now might strike a chord in
the minds of Government Ministers or members
who have done some research on this problem.

I will demonstrate the truth of what I have said
by reference to statistics in regard to the number
of rapes. the number of reports, and the number
of convictions which have been recorded in the
ease of rape and associated cases in recent times.
In answers to questions by the Hon. Lyla Elliott,
on 22 August 1978 the Attorney General said
that in 1976-77 there had been 93 reports of rape
in Western Australia, which resulted in 32 eases
reaching the Supreme Court, with 18 convictions
for rape, two convictions for attempted rape, two
for unlawful carnal knowledge, eight persons
being found not guilty, and two eases being
discontinued. The most appalling aspect of this, I
might say. is that the Attorney General reported
to the upper House that of the 93 reports of rape
or attempted rape in 1976-77, 49, or more than
half, were classified by the police as being reports
without foundation. In other words, fewer than
100 reports of rape were made out of an estimate
of 400 to 1 000 actual rapes occurring in Western
Australia: and of those reports, the police decided,
for whatever reason, that more than half of those
were reports without foundation. That incidence
of decisions by the Western Australian police of
reports without foundation is unparalleled
anywhere in the western world.

The Sexual Assault Referral Centre at Sir
Charles Gairdner Hospital estimates that only
three per cent or four per cent of rape reports are
actual false reports, made by people who are
disturbed or who have some psychological
condition. However, the police attitude,
unfortunately, tends to summarise the attitude in
some parts of the community-that women have
a propensity to claim that they have been raped
when they have not been, and that, in fact, women
arc generally untruthful about sexual matters
altogether. However, that proposision is not

accepted by the Opposition. It is outdated with
regard to community attitudes but, unfortunately,
it still prevails in some sections of the Police
Force. It still maintains currency in the Western
Australian court system. It is a significant part of
the Opposition's move with regard to these
matters to change that situation.

Mr Young: Because it is so significant, before
you move on could you tell me whether included
in that statistic would be the number of cases in
which the police officer believed that he could not
obtain a conviction, or that the woman would not
give evidence to secure a conviction?

Mr PEARCE: If I understand the Minister's
point correctly-

Mr Young: I am not suggesting that is so. I am
just wondering whether that is the case.

Mr PEARCE: The answer given by the
Attorney General was that these 49 cases were
without foundation. I accept the point which the
Minister is making implicity. There must be cases
where the police believed that a crime had been
committed, but they could niot take it to the Court
because they believed they would not obtain a
conviction. That may well be the case. On the
other hand, in certain cases the police have taken
a case to court, knowing they were not likely to
obtain a conviction, but because they believed the
person concerned was guilty and they were
prepared to drag it through the court processes. I
am not making a criticism of the police on that
issue. The Minister may well be right in pointing
to the deficiencies in the court system as
underlying the reason that many of these cases do
not reach the court.

Mr Young: Or the natural reluctance of the
womnan to subject herself to that system.

Mr PEARCE: That is a factor, but not in the
circumstances we are discussing, because when
reports are made to the police, the evidence
suggests that the women are prepared to go ahead
with a prosecution. A very significant proportion
of the people who are sexually assaulted choose to
go to the Sir Charles Gairdner Sexual Assault
Referral Centre and not refer the case to the
police. In fact, the former social worker from the
Sexual Assault Referral Centre attended the
conference in Hobart, to which I referred earlier.
and she gave a lengthy paper quoting statistics
and reasons that people did not wish to report
cases.

Often people go to the Sexual Assault Referral
Centre because they do not want to refer the
matter to the police. In other cases, people go to
the police, and then they are referred to the
Sexual Assault Referral Centre merely to have
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their trauma minimised. The Minister is right in
suggesting that a lot of people are not prepared to
relive in the courts the trauma that they have
been through. That is a very significant factor in
the whole business. It reflects the Opposition's
reasons for seeking to minimise the trauma, and
that aim is expressed in the second of the three
Bills that I am putting before the House.

At this stage I will deal with the provisions of
the Criminal Code Amendment Bill. Essentially.
this Bill deletes those sections of chapter XXXII
of the Criminal Code which deal with the crime
of rape, and substitutes in their place a four-part
offence. What we have done is to take the crime
of sexual assault and divide it into four categories.
which is a fairly innovative approach to the
Western Australian law, but one which prevails in
some other parts of the world, notably the State
of Michigan in the United States of America, and
also in the Australian State of New South Wales.

The four categories of sexual assault include
category 1, which is inflicting grievous bodily
harm with intent to have sexual intercourse with a
person. I might say here that the aim of the
Opposition is to focus on the assault side of a
sexual assault, and not to deal so much with the
sexual side of sexual assault. We believe this is a
more positive approach to the whole matter,
which reflects more fairly what is happening in a
sexual assault, and which attempts to0 take away
some of the sexual myths which surround the
crime of rape, and which bedevil the hearing of
rape cases in court.

By focusing on the assault side of sexual
assault, matters of proof and disproof, depending
on the guilt or innocence of the person, can be
obtained more readily. That would eliminate
many of the minute sexual details which are
paramount in many eases. By focusing on the
assault provisions, we feel that we will have a
more realistic statement of the crime. Secondly,
we will put the crime into a proper perspective.
related to other crimes of assault. In addition, we
are laying the foundations for a less traumatic
dealing with the case so far as the victim is
concerned, if the case subsequently goes to court.

The four categories of sexual assault are:
Category 1, inflicting grievous bodily harm with
intent to have sexual intercourse; category 2,
inflicting actual bodily harm. etc., with intent to
have sexual intercourse; category 3, sexual
intercourse without consent; and category 4,
indecent assault and act of indecency. In each of
these four categories, the emphasis is more on the
assault and less on the sexual aspect. Obviously
category I is the most serious, and category 4 is

the least serious, having regard to the injuries
done to the person.

We grade the penalties accordingly, from a
maximum of 20 years' imprisonment for a person
convicted of sexual assault in category 1, to a
maximum of four years for a person convicted of
sexual assault, category 4. The second innovative
provision in this Bill is that when a person is
charged with an offence in any one of these
categories, the jury will be able to find that
person guilty of an offence in a lesser category. If
someone were to be charged with sexual assault
category I and the jury felt when the evidence
was presented to it that there was evidence of
sexual assault, although not serious enough to
justify that charge, the jury would be able to find
that person not guilty of a category I offence, but
guilty for example, of a category 3 offence.

That will overcome a difficulty which is
occurring at present with juries in these cases.
Research has shown that juries are reluctant to
find a person guilty who is charged with an
offence which carries a life sentence, such as rape.
They may feel that because of the circumstances
of the case, or because they feel sorry for the
rapist, he should have a second chance. But if the
jury finds him guilty, he may be in gaol for a
lifetime and juries are reluctant sometimes to
bring in a verdict of guilty. They acquit the
person charged although, clearly, some crime of
sexual assault has been committed. By giving
juries a degree of flexibility it is our intention to
make sure that people are properly convicted of
crimes according to the degree of their severity.
Sometimes this will mean people will be found
guilty of a lesser crime when a serious crime has
been committed because of the jury's reluctance
to take what niay appear to be an extreme
position. It also will undercut the present position
of people being acquitted when they are clearly
guilty of some crime, because juries feel the crime
committed is not serious enough to attract the
penalty that goes with it.

The definition of "sexual assault"' also is
considerably broadened in this Bill. A sexual
assault by a male on another male or a female on
a male would still count as sexual assault and be
punishable accordingly, whereas at present these
offences are not in the Criminal Code. Only
sexual assault by males on females is penalised
under the section of the code to which I have
referred. The nature of sexual assault also is
widened in this Bill to deal with the matter of
instruments being used for sexual penetration.
and will attract severe penalties. Theoretically, a
person who engages in this at present may not be
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guilty of a crime, or may be guilty oniy of simple
assault or indecent assault.

They are the basic provisions of this Bill. The
approach to sexual assault legislation that I have
outlined will be much more effective than the
outdated provisions in the Criminal Code. They
have been there at long time and have not stood
the test of time.

They are seriously deficient, and if from every
400 or 500 rapes committed in Western Australia
every year. we can expect only 20 to 25 people to
be convicted, it shows how far behind the times
our laws have fallen. It also shows they are
ineffectively enforced and they they give no
protection to women. The Opposition does not
intend to seek a vote on these Bills during the
autumn session of Parliament. I presume the
Government will, as a matter of course, adjourn
the debate. We hope the Hills will be left until the
Budget session, and in the meantime we will be
inviting submissions from community groups, the
police, lawyers, women's groups, and other
interested persons. We hope that they will suggest
ways in which our approach to this legislation
may be improved and that they will point out any
deficiencies in it.

The Opposition did two years' research dn these
matters before presenting the Bills. I went to New
South WViles and spoke to officers of (hie NSW
Attorney General's department about the attitude
and approach in that State. The provisions of our
legislation are in accordance with the resolutions
of the 1980 rape law conference which was held
under the auspices of the Tasmanian Law Reform
Conmmission and the Australian Institute of
Criminology. We have discussed the principles in
these Bills with a number of lawyers who are
experienced in this area. So we have done a lot of
work already. but "ec do not pretend that our
work is perfect nor that it cannot be improved. It
is our intention to leave the Bills on the notice
paper until the Budget session and to invite
submissions, and if necessary, make amendments
before we seek a vote. The Opposition's approach
is enlightened and a much needed one.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned. on motion by M ,r Hassell

(Minister for Police and Prisons).

EV'IDENCE AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

NIR PEARCE (Gosnells) [2.48 p.m.]: I move-
That the Bill be now' read at second time.

This is the second of the three Bills which
comprise the Opposition's package for dealing

with sexual assault problems in the community.
The Evidence Act provisions I am proposing are
complementary to the definitions of crimes in the
Criminal Code Amendment Bill which I have just
outlined. The main thrust of these Bills is. firstly.
to reduce the trauma of sexual assault victims
when they come before the courts, and secondly.
to define very tightly what is admissible in sexual
assault cases.

Our amendments are based on the situation
that often arises when a sexual assault victim
finds himself or herself before a court. Such a
victim is often given a rough time by defending
counsel who attempt to discredit in some ways the
sexual reputation of the person involved. This is
done to discredit the victim as a witness. It has
been the practice of defence lawyers in rape cases
to discredit the victim through sexual innuendo in
order to secure an acquittal for their clients. To
some extent, the changes made by the present
Government in 1976 limited the ability of defence
lawyers to do this. I praise the Government for its
introducing those amendments. They were quite
advanced for the state of thinking at the time,
although evidence shows that they do not go far
enough and that they have been relatively
ineffectual in stopping cross-examination of
victims on a whole range of matters that should
not arise.

I should like to quote a comment made by a
justice of the South Australian Supreme Court
when dealing with a rape case. Chief Justice Bray
has outlined these matters very neatly and he said
this-

I Find it hard to believe that any
reasonable person at the present time could
assent to any of the following absurd
propositions

1. That a willingness to have sexual
intercourse outside marriage with
someone is equivalent to (a
willingness to) have sexual
tntercourse outside marriage with
an yoneC.

2. That the unchaste are also liable to
be untruthful.

3. That a woman who has had sexual
intercourse outside marriage is at
fallen woman and deserves any
sexual fate that comes her way.

Yet it is all too likely that a covert appeal.
if not to the affirmative of those propositions.
at least to the attitude that underlies them.
has been made in the past by means of cross-
examination as to credit ..
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That is the situation the present Government
sought to correct in its amendments to the
Evidence Act in 1976, but I believe it can be said
that, by and large, the amendments it moved were
not successful in eliminating these situations from
our Courts.

Subsequently Mr Justice Zelling. commenting
on these sorts of matters, had this to say-

However, it is equally well-known to all of
us who have practised in these Courts that
that did not happen. Secondly, admitted
prior unchastity by the girl was frequently
treated by the jury as having a bearing on
her veracity. The absurdity of that has been
exposed by the Chief Justice in his judgment,
but the problem was a real one
notwithstanding the unreasonableness of the
assumption. Similarly it appeared to be
accepted, sometimes at least by juries, that
because the girl had had intercourse with one
male, usually her boyfriend, she could be
treated as fair game by any lout who by force
or fear or both compelled her tossubmit to his
will.

The third problem was one which has been
referred to in a number of publications in this
area, and which I have observed for myself
. .. and that is that quite a number of women
jurors will not convict for rape when the
woman admits she is not a virgin, on the
basis that if the girl puts so little value on her
chastity why should we the jurors by our
verdict cause a boy to be sent to gaol for
violating it. Again this is not logical, but it is
a fact of life which has been attested to in a
number of jurisdictions..

Those comments were made by two eminent
justices of the South Australian Supreme Court in
relation to the situation in that State which, in
some ways, is more advanced than the position
here.

We have nothing to be proud of if we feel our
current law with regard to evidence deals
anywhere nearly comprehensively enough with
the problems. It is not my intention to go through
the provisions of the Bill in detail, because they
are in front of members, but I shall just go
through one or two aims of the Bill in general
terms so they will be clear to members.

In essence, our proposition contained in
proposed new section 326A (1). which we seek to
promulgate here, is that evidence relating to the
previous sexual relationships or habits of the
complainant should be inadmissible. That is to
say. in cases of sexual assault, the only matter
which may be considered is the incident in

question and anything extraneous to that has
nothing to do with the ease and should not be
admitted. That is the fundamental principle, -and
that is how it is applied in other assault cases.

If, you, Sir, or I were to be beaten up in the
streets and brought to court to give evidence as
witnesses against the person who had assaulted
us, the fact that we had a propensity to wander in
dark places or that we may have been assaulted
previously, which somehow indicates we are more
liable to an assault on this particular occasion,
would never be raised. Anythinig like that would
seem absutd to everyone and yet, if someone
happened to be sexually assaulted and brought a
complaint against the person who was alleged to
have committed the assault, all these matters
could be raised. It is our proposition that that is
nonsense, that it ought not to be the case, and
that evidence relating to the sexual relations or
habits of a person has no bearing except-if it
relates directly to the matters involved in the
particular case.

We then go through and make very clear all the
matters which would be relevant in these cases.
We give the judge the ability to hear discussion
with relevance to these matters in regard to the
sexual activities of the person who is the
defendant in the particular case, under certain
very limited criteria, with the judge always having
the ability to ignore or exclude this evidence, or tcr
hear argument on the relevance of it in the
absence of the jury. It is important that Lt be
heard in the absence of the jury, so that the jury
will not be swayed by discussion of evidence
which may turn out to be inadmissible.

In every case where information or evidence
can be taken within the limiting criteria we have
laid down, we make it clear to the judge he must
weigh up the probative value-the value of
proof-and the distress or humiliation which it
might cause the complainant.

We also make it illegal for somebody to
introduce in a dock statement-that is, an
unSworn statement from the dock-any evidence
which would be inadmissible if dealt with
properly under oath.

We seek to make two more changes to the
Evidence Act. Firstly. we make it clear to judges
they are not required by any rule or practice to
give a -warning to the jury along the lines of the
notorious warning issued by Justice Hale to the
effect that women arc likely to lie about their
sexual activities. That warning, in various forms,
is given to juries in rape cases based purely upon
an allegation by a specific complainant and
lacking corroborative evidence. That warning will
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not be given again if our amendments are
accepted.

Secondly, we deal at some length with the
question of the time within which the complaint
of sexual assault is made. Members may know
evidence of the time within which the complaint is
made is admissible in a rape case now and. in
some cases, sexual assault victims may report the
offence straightaway. In other cases, it is not
reported for a day or longer. Members would
appreciate a sexual assault is a very traumatic
situation and people react differently to this sort
of trauma. For example. some women seek
immediate medical attention, go to a sexual
assault referral centre, or report the matter to the
police and, in those cases, the complaint is made
immediately. Other women simply go home and
withdraw into themselves for some time and, on
occasions, it is not until some days after the
offence has been committed that they are able to
bring themselves to tell somebody about it.

Frequently in rape cases in the past, evidence of
a late complaint has been held against a
complainant, because people say, "How could a
woman really have been raped if she did not tell
anyone about it until three days afterwards'?"
There is massive psychological evidence td suggest
that sort of behaviour is quite normal in the
circumstances, but where juries give undue weight
to the lateness of the complaint, people can be
acquitted. Therefore, it is proposed in the
amendments to the Evidence Act that the judge
should have the power to give a warning to the
jury that evidence of a late complaint should not
be given any weight in regard to the veracity of
the allegation.

We seek also to re-enact a section of the
Evidence Act which exists already under a
different section number, so that it will conform
with the term of "rape" being changed to one of
-sexual assault', and that is the existing section
which prohibits the publication of the name or
any other identifying feature of a person who is
sexually assaulted when a trial is conducted.

Thus I can summarise the second approach of
the Opposition to this matter is to atItempt to
exclude the relevance of previous sexual
behaviour or habits of the complainant in the trial
and to reduce the trauma experienced by the
complainant in court, in an endeavour to bring to
justice niore people who perpetrate sexual
offences. As I have said, it is only if more victims
can be persuaded to report these sorts of crimes
that more people can be convicted of them. In
that way, those who intend to involve themselves
in sexual assaults can have some sort of
apprehension that they are likely to suffer for the

crimes they commit. That would be a major
factor in stamping out the crime altogether.

At the present time, it is estimated that 90 per
cent of rapists or sexual assault criminals in this
State go unpunished: therefore, it hardly can be
surprising to members that the incidence of sexual
assault continues to increase.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Rushton

(Deputy Premier).

CRIMINAL INJURIES
(COMPENSATION) AMENDMENT SILL

Second Reading

MR PEARCE (Gosnells) (2.59 p.m.]: I move-
That the Bill be now read a second time.

This is the third and smallest section of the
Opposition's package of sexual assault Bills. It
seeks to do two things only: The first is to increase
the amount of compensation for victims of
criminal acts, in general terms, from $7 500 to
$20 000.

The Criminal Injuries (Compensation) Act was
enacted in 1970 at which time the maximum
compensation for victims of a criminal injury was
$2 000. To provide for such compensation was an
important legislative step by this Parliament. The
amount of $2 000 would have seemed reasonable
in 1970, although in retrospect it is hard to
believe it was reasonable in 1976 when it was
increased as a result of inflation to $7 500. It has
not since been increased.

Considerable discussion has occurred in the
community in recent times, and reported in the
Press, about the inadequacy of compensation
payments made to rape victims particularly. Some
women have been through horrifying ordeals as a
result of rape, but have received trivial sums by
way of compensation. One woman received a
mere $100 to compensate for the trauma and
physical injuries which resulted from her being
raped. Some judges in awarding the maximum
compensation have commented that they ought to
have been able to award more, but that the
limitation of the Act prevented them from so
doing.

In moving to increase the compensation to
$20 000 I do not suggest that this is a utopian
amount. As has been pointed out by others, if
criminal injury victims were able to recover
damages commensurate with those recovered in
civil actions, they could consider receiving
compensation in excess of $100000. It is obvious
that $20 000 would not be generous. Shortly a fter
I moved for the first reading of this Bill it was
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announced that Mr Bjelke-Petersen, the Premier
of Queensland, moved to amend Queensland's
criminal inj .uries compensation legislation so that
the maximum compensation was $20 000 or so. I
am not Robinson Crusoe in moving that the
maximum amount be increased.

In theory a claim for damages as a result of
criminal inj .uries'is made on the defendant; that is.
the person who perpetrates a sexual assault should
pay the costs of compensation to the victim of the
assault. However, the Crown sometimes acts as an
intermediary and in some circumstances will pay
the damages and then seek to retrieve from the
defendant the amount expended. I hope that in
the future the Crown will take greater steps to
retrieve moneys spent on payments for criminal
injury compensation to ensure that if possible the
defendant and not the community pays for those
injuries. If that is not possible, efforts to extract
the money fromt the defendant should continue for
many years or as necessary until the State is
satisfied the perpetrator of the crime has properly
paid for his action.

A second intention of the Bill is to prevent
recurrence of the circumstances which occurred
recently with regard to a compensation case. A
woman had been raped and had to go through the
trauma of a complete trial to establish the guilt of
the people who raped her. After these persons
were imprisoned a compensation application was
made and the woman had to go through all the
circumstances of the crime again. A complete new
trial was conducted and she was subjected to
cross-examination for one hour by one of the
rapists who represented himself. Such a
circumstance seems to be totally unnecessary.

Once the facts of a case are established, that
ought to be enough to establish whether grounds
are available for compensation. The provision in
our Bill would allow for an application for
compensation as a result of a sexual assault to be
deemed to have been made automatically at the
beginning of a trial, and at the end the judge
could make a determination as to the amount of
compensation. If he required further evidence as
to the extent of the injuries, the cost of medical
care, or the psychological damage caused to the
person assaulted, he could call for such evidence
and make his determination further down the line.
In this way a woman who has gone through the
trauma of a trial and has given the facts of the
case, will not be required to go through those
matters again in order to obtain comnpensati.on.

These provisions seem to me to be eminently
suitable. As with the other Bills in our legislative
package the Opposition intends to hold this
matter on adjournment until the Budget session in

order to ask for community consideration and
support of the provisions. We will ask for
criticism or suggestion before moving to bring
these matters to an end in their formal form.

Mr Speaker, I seek to confirm whether a
message is required. I do not think a message is
required as the claims are made against offenders.
However, it seems probable that a message will be
required as a result of damages being paid by the
Crown if damages cannot be recovered from a
defendant. It may be necessary for you to seek
advice on whether a message is required, and if
you determine that a message is required, the
Opposition will not attempt to contradict your
ruling.

I ask the Government to give serious
consideration to allowing a message in the
circumstances to increase the compensation from
$7 500 to S20 000, as no increase has been
granted since 1976. The present amount of
compensation sadly lags behind the real value of
$7 500 in 1976. In that event, the legislation is
due for amendment, although I accept that the
Government likes to move its own legislation and
get the credit for it. In the circumstances I do ask
it to give serious consideration to allowing a

mesage as outlined.
Iscommend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Rushton

(Deputy Premier).

BILLS (2): THIRD READING
t. Petroleum (Submerged

Registration Fees Bill.
Lands)

2. Petroleum (Submerged Lands) Bill.
Bills read a third time, on motions by Mr

P. V. Jones (Minister for Mines), and
transmitted to the Council.

ACTS AMENDMENT (SOIL
CONSERVATION) BILL

In Commit tee

Resumed from I I May. The Chairman of
Committees (Mr Blaikie) in the Chair: Mr Old
(Minister for Agriculture) in charge of the Bill.

Clause 4 1: Section 48 amended-

The CHAIRMAN: Progress was reported after
the clause had been partly considered.

Clause put and passed.
New clause 42-
Mr BRIAN BURKE: I move-

Page 33-Insert after clause 41 the
following new clause to stand as clause 42-
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42. After Section 47 of the principal Act
the following sections are inserted-

48. (1) This Act shall continue in operation
until the 30th day of June in
nineteen hundred and eighty seven.
and no longer unless the Parliament
provides otherwise.

(2) the expiry of this Act shall not
affect the previous operation
thereof or the validity of any action
taken thereunder or any penalty.
forfeiture, or punishment incurred
in respect of any contravention of or
failure to comply with this Act or
any proceedings or remedy in
respect of such penalty, forfeiture,
or punishment.

49. (1) In this section "government
agency" means any committee or
other body established under this
Act to perform functions pursuant
to the Act.

(2) The performance of the agenci es
established in relation to and under
this Act shall be subject to an audit
based on the first five years of
operation.

(3) The performance audit shall be
conducted by the Under Treasurer
or a senior officer nominated by
him from the Treasury Department,
the Auditor General or a senior
officer nominated by him from the
Auditor General's Department,' the
Chairman of the Public Service
Board or a senior officer nominated
by him from the Public Service
Board and the head of the
Department of Agriculture or a
senior officer nominated by him.

(4) The officers conducting the
performance audit shall examine.
investigate and report upon;

(a) the efficiency and effectiveness
of the agencies;

(b) the functions of the agencies in
relation to the purposes for
which they are established
under the Act;

(c) staff and administrative
organisation;

(d) annual
expenditure
the agencies;

revenue and
requirements of

(c) ways in which the functions
and operations or the agencies
could be absorbed by other
agencies with the object of
achieving greater efficiency,
cost savings and improvements
in the standard of services
provided:

(f) whether the establishment of
the agencies is justified in the
circumstances and with regard
to the provisions of (a)-(e) in
this sub-section.

(5) The report of the officers
conducting the review shall be laid
before each House of Parliament
not later than the 30th day of
September nineteen hundred and
eighty six.

We now come to see just where this Government
stands on efficiency in government, because the
Opposition is proposing to insert into this Bill two
amendments which achieve; firstly, a sunset
clause to limit the continuance or the agency
bei .ng established, and. secondly, a performance
audit of the functions of the agency as it is being
established.

I do not wish to harangue the Chamber about
the need suddenly to cast our attention to
the persistence of semi-government agencies,
statutory authorities, and boards, in efficiency
and outmoded functions in relation to the
purposes for which they were first established.
The sunset clause impels us to ensure that these
agencies do not continue unless authorised by
Parliament.

In effect, we will be called upon to consider
performance, to consider purpose. and then to
consider persistence. I remind the Premier that he
is on record as saying he supports sunset clauses.
It is a standard sunset clause that, in the time
specified, will bring back to this Chamber for
consideration the persistence of the agencies.

The second section proposed in the amendment
establishes the principle of performance auditing.
As far as we are concerned the amendment is
somtthing of a test case for this Government's
commitment to efficiency in government.

We have set out very clearly in this amendment
how the performance audit shall be conducted, by
whom it will be conducted, what the performance
auditors shall investigate, and how they shall
report to Parliament.

While they are minor amendments, they are
major in their thrust because it is a challenge to
this Government to put up or shut up on the
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question of government efficiency. Let us see
whet her the Government is prepared to accept the
insertion of sunset clauses into legislation as this
Premier has said he accepts sunset clauses.
Secondly, let us see whether we are prepared on
this occasion to subject this agency to
performance auditing.

We hope the Government will accept these
amendments on their face value. They are not
difficult amendments that the Government should
have to study for weeks or months. They do
relatively simple things, but they are important,
and I urge the Minister for Primary Industry to
turn his mind seriously to the two propositions
contained in the amendments. They are not
political in any way and do not impinge on the
philosophy of his party. I hope he will support the
amendments on the grounds enunciated by his
party, that sunset clauses are necessary. I hope
the Minister for Agriculture will see his way
clear to accept that we should insert a sunset
clause into this piece of legislation and that we
should subject the agency to performance
auditing. They are sensible, intelligent, and
efficient ways in which to proceed on this
occasion.

Mr OLD: I applaud the Leader of the
Opposition for accepting the necessity for sunset
clauses. I think it is a major breakthrough to
know that the Opposition does agree with the
Government's attitude on this matter.

Mr Brian Burke: It was in our policy at the last
election.

Mr OLD: However, I could not think of a
worse example of an attempt to place a sunset
clause into a Bill than this one. It is purely and
simply grandstanding and something we have
come to expect from the Leader of the
Opposition. It is something we will be subjected to
for some years: that is, provided he retains his
position as Leader of the Opposition.

Mr Tonkin: You really deal with the substance
of the matter don't you?

Mr Brian Burke: What is wrong with the sunset
clause?

M r OLD: I have not got to the substance yet.
Mr Tonkin: That is right.
Several members interjected.
Mr OLD:. A sunset clause certainly is

applicable in some instances, and in the main it
would be acceptable to authorities set up by the
Giovernmnrt. such as semi-Governmenit
authorities, but certainly not departmental
situations.

This Act, as amended, provides that reports will
be submitted by the Commissioner of Soil
Conservation, through the director of the
Department of Agriculture, not the head of the
Department of Agriculture. It shall be laid on the
Table of the House yearly and that is enough
audit for the purposes of this House. If we arc not
able to assess the efficiency or otherwise of the
Commissioner of Soil Conservation, the soils
division, and the Department of Agriculture,
perhaps we need a sunset clause on the members
of Parliament earlier than the current three years.
Surely, members in this Chamber should be able
to assess the performace of a department. The
amendments are nonsense and I oppose them.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I am absolutely
dismayed with the Minister's answer. What is the
matter with this Minister9 He is a niggardly.
small-minded man.

The CHA IR M AN: Order! I request the Leader
of the Opposition to deliver his remarks to the
proposition he is putting forward.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: With respect. Mr
Chairman, if you are to permit this Minister to
carry on in the way in which he performed, where
he was able to say after five minutes that he had
not referred to the substance, then it does not sit
very well with me that I am not permitted to reply
in the tone that he set.

Opposition members: Hear, hear!
Mr BRIAN BURKE: The Minister, in his

short reply, effectively harpooned his own leader
because while his leader says the sunset clauses
are good clauses, this Minister says that it is a
case of grandstanding, that it is unnecessary, and
that it should not be inserted in this legislation.

The Parliament has the ability at any time to
review the performance of different agencies, and
it is appropriate for any member of this House at
any time to introduce a private members' Bill-if
that is his or her wont-to dis.band existing
agencies. However, it does not happen. and that is
why sunset clauses make sense, and are required.

I do not know whether any member opposite
can explain to me why the Premier and the leader
of the junior partner in the coalition should be
allowed to escape the contradiction inherent in
both their stands. If we take the Minister for
Agriculture at face value, let us understand
his position clearly to be one in which, in future,
he intends to rely upon the Parliament. That is
what he said: he said that if we in this Chamber
cannot assess the performance of and the need to
persist with different agencies, nobody can. That
is nonsense.
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Mr Old: I said, "departments"; you know that
is correct. Just be honest about what you are
saying.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: The Minister for
Agriculture clearly stated that the departmental
reports which are tabled in this Chamber could
substitute for sunset clauses or performance
auditing. On that basis, there is no need for sunset
clauses to be inserted into any piece of legislation.
Yet we have heard the Premier say that sunset
clauses are admirable, and should be inserted into
different Bills.

The Minister for Agriculture has accused me of
political grandstanding. Let him be fixed upon the
thrust of his own accusations by failing to answer
why it is that we do not need sunset clauses, and
should not have performance auditing. The
Minister, when held to the fire for the First time,
clearly stated he was not interested in efficiency
in government, or in making sure we did not have
a continuation of the existing plethora of
unnecessary agencies, he did not see the need for
performance auditing.

The Minister for Agriculture should
understand that if he is to stand in this place and
talk in the fashion in which he spoke a moment
ago. he will get back the same sort of medicine.
On what is said we will judge whose case is the
substantive one.

Mr DAVIES: As the Premier has been called
out of the Chamber, and as I am quite certain he
wishes to state his Government's attitude with
regard to performance auditing and sunset
clauses. I thought I should fill the breach and
enter the debate. The Premier time and time
again through the media has stated his attitude to
performance auditing and sunset clauses. Indeed.
1 would have thought the Governmient's attitude
to those two matters was clearly defined. The
Premier has returned to the Chamber.

Mr O-Connor: I left the Chamber for only two
minutes.

Mr DAVIES: I was just explaining to the
Chamber that I was sure the Premier would wish
to State his Government's attitude to these two
matters. Rather than deny him the opportunity to
speak. I thought I would keep the Committee
entertained for a few minutes until the Premier
returned.

Mr O'Connor: You may notice there is a
motion on performance auditing on the notice
paper. I will reply to the matter then.

Mr DAVIES: This is the first occasion on
which the Government has been put to the fire in
regard to its stance on performance auditing and
sunset clauses. The leader of the junior partner in

the coalition rather surprised me when he said he
believed in sunset clauses, but not in regard to
departmental committees.

Mr Wat: The Opposition has sunset clauses in
regard to its leadership.

Mr DAVIES: What is that supposed to mean?
Mr Wat: You put your own interpretation on

it.

Mr DAVIES: I am afraid I must be dense,
because I do not know what the member for
Albany is getting at;, if he is making simply a
snide remark, I invite him to enter the debate to
explain his position.

This debate gives members who sit behind the
Government front benches an Opportunity to State
exactly where they stand on the matter of sunset
clauses and performance auditing. particularly in
the light Of the fact that the issue of sunset
clauses was important at the last State election. I
remember both the previous Premier -and the
present Premier saying that they wished to see
efficiency in government. Apparently, they had
seen sunset clauses working suicessfully in other
places, and wanted them introduced into the
Parliament of Western Australia. That was some
2'/2 years ago, but for the life Of Me I have not
seen the slightest evidence of the Government's
moving to support by legislation the attitude of
which it claims to be in favour.

The Minister for Agriculture states that
he is prepared to vote in favour of the things he
supports. However, on the very First opportunity
he has been offered that chance he says. "While I
am in favour of sunset clauses in somec instances. I
am not in favour of them in relation to
Government departments." The Minister believes
sunset clauses might be appropriate in the case of
semi-Government authorities. Apparently, the
element of private enterprise which the
Government is supposed to support suddenly
becomes suspect and, because there is an element
of private enterprise in semi-Government
authorities, from time to time those bodies should
be subject to performance auditing and a review
of their activities. However, according to the
Minister for Agriculture there is not the
slightest need to invoke sunset clauses or
require performance auditing of Government
departments. because those departments present a
report each year for tabling in Parliament. In
fact, we are lucky if we receive the report within
12 months of its due date. Indeed, I have been
asking about the report of the Joondalup
Development Corporation, which was due almost
12 months ago-, it was tabled only yesterday.

1713



1714 [ASSEMBLY]

If we examine the latest Hansard we will see
that the reports tabled in this session of
Parliament range from that of the Agriculture
Protection Board to Ihe report of the Department
for Youth. Sport and Recreation; something like
20 or 30 reports have been tabled already. If it
were not for members of the Press Gallery taking
the trouble to read these reports, I am sure
members would not know their contents. Of
course, one or two members may have a
particular interest in a certain department, and
read the report and try to assess the work which is
being done by ihe department. However, by and
large, members simply do not have time to read
all the reports presented to Parliament.

During my 20 years in Parliament, I can recall
only one instance when a member of Parliament
moved to get rid of a board or marketing
authority. I refer to the occasion when the late
Herb Graham moved many years ago to end the
activities of the Onion Marketing Board. There
may be others, but I cannot recall them. When we
look at the number of reports tabled during this
session, at the obvious lack of interest i n papers
tabled, and at how old those reports are before
they become public property, we can appreci ate
that the argument of the Minister for Primary
Industry that we should rely on a reading of these
reports to decide whether or not we should move
for the abolition of any authority or committee is
very thin indeed.

Let us have a look at the substance of those
reports. Recently we had an instance in which a
report was distributed and then withdrawn and
changed because it did not fit with the views of
the Minister, or the Minister did not like
something in that report. Flow good are the
reports which are tabled'? To use Australian
idiom, how dinkum are they when they hit this
table? How many times have they been vetted?
How many times have they been culled? How
many times have they been altered before they
reach this Chamber in their completed Form? The
suggestion that we would read those papers and
be encouraged to take action against a particular
department, authority, or committee is arrant
nonsense. I have not the slightest doubt about
that.

We will see now just how true the Government
stands in relation to its oft-stated commitment to
sunset clauses in legislation. We have nothing to
be frightened about in sunset clauses. If an
authority or committee is doing a good job, that
soon becomes evident. It can be reported on, and
Parliament can quickly pass legislation to allow
the operation of Ihe authority or the committee to

continue. We have nothing to be frightened of in

that.

Do we believe that the committee will not do
what is proposed? Do we believe that it will be
able to hoodwink the Parliament and the whole of
Western Australia, and therefore it should not be
subject to any scrutiny'? We recognise that we
always have the opportunity to scrutinise any of
these committees.

As I say, the only authority I can remember
being challenged in some 20 years was the Onion
Marketing Board; and both sides of the Chamber
were in agreement that we could do away with it.

It was done away with, and to coin a phrase, I do
not think we have had anything to cry about
since.

Mr Nanovich: That was done away with by the
Liberal-National Country Party Government.

Mr DAVIES: It was done away with following

representations by Mr Herb Graham-

Mr Old: It was done away with recently,
because the member for Welshpool had a bit to
say on it. It was only last year.

Mr Jamieson: Graham did get rid of one.

Mr DAVIES: The fact remains that the
Government's attitude is disappointing, to say the
least. I stood up because I thought that the

Government would want to express its views on
sunset legislation by voting for this amendment.
As a proposal is now before the Parliament, I
thought the Premier would want to state clearly
his Government's attitude. I will resume my seat,
and I look forward to hearing from him.

New clause put and a division taken with the
following result-

Mr Barneti
Mr Bertram
Mr Brian Burke
Mr Terry Burke
Mr Carr
Mr Davies
Mr Evans
Mr Harnman
Mr Gordon Hill
Mr Hodge

Ayes 19
Mr Jamgnieson
Mr T. Ff. Jones
Mr Mclver
M r Pearce
M r A. D. Taylor
M r 1. F. Taylor
Mr Tonkin
Mr Wilson
Mr Bateman

(Teller)
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Mr Clarko
M r Court
N-1r Cow an
Mrs CraLig
M r Cra ne
iMlr Grtiyden
M r G rewar
Mr Htassett
Mr Herzfeld
Mr P. V. Jones
Mr Laurance
Mr Mensaros
Mr O'Connor

Ayes
M r Parker
Mr Bridge
Mr Bryce

Noes 26
Mr Old
Mr Rushton
Mr Stialders
Mr Sibson
Mr Sodeman
Mr Spriggs
Mr Stephens
Mr Trethowan
Mr Tubby
Mr Wait
Mr Williams
Mr Young
Mr Nanovich

Pairs
N oes

Mr MacKinnon
Mr Coyne
Or fladour

New clause thus negatived.
Clauses 42 to 45 put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Reporr
Bill reported. with amendments, and the report

adopted.
Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr Old
(Minister for Agriculture), and transmitted to the
Council.

SUPPLY BILL

Second Reading

Debate resumed from 5 May.
MR BRIAN BURKE (Ba leatta- Leader of the

Opposition) 13.39 p~m.]: This Supply Bill provides
for $i 000 million to be issued from the
Consolidated Revenue Fund. $75 million to be
issued from the General Loan Fund, and $55
million to be issued in temporary advances by the
Treasurer.

The Opposition will be supporting the Supply
Bill, but this debate provides an opportunity for
us to make several points which we Feel are very
important in order that the Opposition is in a
position to be able to point the way in which it
thinks the Premier should proceed when later this
year he goes to probably the most crucial
Premiers' Conference in this federation's history.

I shall spend a minute or two talking about the
Federal Government's economny strategy and how
it seems clearly not to be working at the present
time and to be in need of drastic revision.

,Members will recall we have had now seven
years of Fraserism with its tight monetary policies
and restrictions on economic growth. After seven
years we are in a situation in which we are
suffering high inflation with the prospect of its

rising still further, and unacceptably high
unemployment and the almost certain Future oF
still higher levels of unemployment.

To some extent, we arc in a situation which
previously we would not have been able to predict.
Those of us who remember back to 1961 and the
infamous credit squeeze of Sir Robert Gordon
Menzies will know that in those days it was
always predictable that a credit squeeze would
dampen down inflation and that a tight monetary
policy would prevent escalations in the CPI.
However, that is not now the ease and it is no
longer true that the tight monetary and Fiscal
policies of Fraser have done anything to restrict
economic growth which promises to be thc one
sphere to which we can turn in a rapidly receding
situation.

As far as the Opposition is concerned, it is long
past the time that we should be looking to the
selected reflation of parts of the economy, because
if we are to promote economic growth along with
anit-inflationary policies, such as an income and
prices policy. we need to be talking about
selectively reflating parts of the economy.

Those parts of the economy which should be
reflated are operating now with excess capacity
and will not so directly illustrate the economic
belief that a release or the brakes selectively will
fuel inflation.

In addition to that, it is important to note that
the Fraser Government's economic strategy Faces
three very clear and serious threats. The first is its
reliance on overseas capital invest ments-vola tile
funds which threaten repatriation as they are
invested and certainly, in so Far as money supply
targets and tight monetary policies are concerned,
pose very great dangers by virtue of their
volatility and the ability of the Government to
keep the brakes on.

Overnight Canada lost 5500 million when
overseas investors decided to repatriate funds and
the possibility of that being repeated is a danger
to the Federal Government's economic strategy.

Another very grave threat is posed by the
prospect of a wages explosion. One of the great
defects of Fraserism has been the breakdown or
any central wage-fixing policy. As far as we in the
Opposition are concerned, the abandonment oF
wage indexation and the Commonwealth
Government's failure to provide an acceptable

sbtttor indeed to provide anything at all,
has placed this country on the brink oF a wages
explosion. No worthwhile development has
occurred in relation to a prices or incomes policy
which might offer relief in this area. That is the
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second very vivid threat to Fraser's economic
Strategy.

The third threat is the dependence of this
Government on the oil levy for 10 per cent of its
receipts. Last financial year about 53.2 billion
was paid into the Federal Treasury via the oil
levy. That, is fine while oil prices are rising, but
members should consider the position now where
it cannot be denied an oil glut has occurred and
when we are facing the prospect of falling money
prices for Oil. Indeed, we have experienced
already filling real prices for oil.

For every dollar by which the price of oil rails,
the Federal Treasury, if it keeps to its word-and
that is to be doubted-and lowers the price of oil,
will lose 90c. while the producers will lose just
I Oc.

The Saudi Arabians are producing now at a
rate slightly in excess of five million barrels a day
and that is reckoned to bc the minimum
production they can maintain without dropping
the price of light crude which stands presently at
534 a barrel. If in fact the price does fall, not to
520 as somec might suggest, but, as I would
predict. to $27. $28, or $29, the Federal
Government will face a massive loss of revenue.
That is another major threat to the financial
strategy which has seen already the Budget deficit
blow out from the predicted S 170 million or SI 180
million to almost $1 000 million. And yet the
Fraser Government persists with this sort of
policy and this State Government persists in
supporting it.

Even if those three dangers fail to affect the
financial strategy being followed by the Federal
Government in the way I have suggested, we are
still in the situation where we have unacceptably
low rates of growth. an unacceptably high rate of
inflation, and unacceptably high-and promising
to be higher-rates of unemployment. However,
in the face of that, the Federal Government
proceeds blindly, supported by a State
Government which does not really appear to know
what its priorities are or should be.

I have not spoken about all the difficulties
which have emerged as a result of this policy-the
difficulties of home loan interest rates, cutbacks
in State Government funds, belt-tightening which
has affected local government, and the
deterioration in State Government services as a
result of the policy unaffected, but threatened, by
those three matters and existing now.

Mr O'Connor: Are you referring specifically to
certain cutbacks in State Government services? I
am just wondering which one you are referring to.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I am referring to the
whole range. for example I do not know whether
the Premier realises-this is only a very minor
example-the cutbacks imposed on local
government in respect of recreation officers have
been received very badly. Recreation officers play
a very valuable role, particularly in the country,
and cutbacks have made the appointment of these
officers impossible in some areas and, in other
areas, possible only with great budget juggling.

Cutbacks have occurred across the board in so
far as the Government's health and medical
services are concerned. The Premier has boasted
about the activities of the Cabinet expenditure
review committee-the -razor gang". I do not
think the Premier wanted to impose those
cutbacks, but he was forced to do so and he said
at the time he chaired the committee the cutbacks
were forced on the State.

All I am saying is. those cutbacks are in the
context of a policy-wrong though it is and
unaffected by the three other dangers to which I
referred-and we have not heard any statement
of substance by the Premier as to whether this
State has its priorities in order, where it is going,
and how we will confront Fraserism at the most
crucial Premiers' Conference to which. I would
suggest, we have ever been party since federation.

My reading of the Federal Government's
policies and of the States' tax sharing and
alternative grants Act indicates that, at the very
worst, if there is no change whatsoever in the
relativities as they exist now, this State will lose
$70.3 million. That is on top of what we have lost
already if we permit Fraser to continue-another
$70.3 million. Section 9 of the States (Tax
Sharing and Health Grants) Act changes
relativities basing them on per capita relativities
according to 1981-82 for the 1982-83 period. As
far as I can determine, the relevant section of the
Act will mean the loss of another S16.7 million.
That is inescapable because that Act is to operate.
So. one realises that we are considering a bottom
line loss of about $87 million before we start
talking about the 1981 Grants Commission tax
sharing report and the relativities proposed as
suggested in that report.

If we are considering
the very minimum, we
consider the maximum
move to the adoption.
recommendations of the

a situation in which, at
lose $87 million, let us
that might result if we
without change. of the

1981 report.
As far as the calculations the Opposition is able

to carry out are concerned-we have been
remarkably accurate owing to an excellent
research officer and his activities in the past-it
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seems that if we proceed with the 1981 report
unchanged we will be looking at an all-up loss of
$219.9 million. I am not suggesting that will be
the ease: I am suggesting that iF that is the big
stick Fraser has we are unlikely to get off the
hook without a light whack, and that is dependent
upon this Treasurer being nimble and well versed
in the subject. We will lose substantial revenue.

I cannot say I am unconcerned about the
Treasurer's attitude because as far as the
Opposition is concerned we have little on which to
base our confidence in his knowledge and ability
in this area.

I refer the House to the second reading speech
delivered by the Treasurer when he introduced
this Bill. He said that every opportunity would be
taken at the conference to ensure that tax sharing
relativities were adopted which adequately
reflected Western Australia's Fnancial needs. We
asked which set of tax sharing relativities would
best realise Western Australia's financial needs,
and the Treasurer replied."They all do."

Mr O'Connor: Well, don't they?

M r BR I AN BU R KE: Of course they do not.
M r O'Connor: Which ones do not'?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: The Treasurer is
continuing to conipound the concern. Three
different sets of relativities are available.

Mr O'Connor: But the relativities go on
hospitals, education-the whole lot.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: He does not understand
the situation. Three different sets are available in
per capita- relativities, and each of those
relativities within their scopes deal with those
matters about which the Treasurer is talking.

Mr O'Cbonnor: Correct.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I am saying to the
Treasurer that on the eve of this crucial
conference he should know which set of
relativities suits us best. For example, is it the set
which has applied since 1975-76?

Mr O'Connor:, It is 1976-77,
Mr BRIAN BURKE: Yes, the original set of

per capita relativities has applied since 1976-77,
and goes across the whole range of things with
which the Treasurer is preoccupied.

Mr O'Connor: The per capita relativities were
taken on the basis of the tax sharing now.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I understand that.

M r O'Connor: You go on and I will reply later.

Mr BRI1AN BUR KE: It is one set of percapita
relativities, It covers all those things.

Mr O'Connor: We get $800 million a year Crow
the CornmonweaIt h-or thereabouts.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: If the per capita
relativicies remained the same, our share should
be 20,72 per cent, or $955.9 million, or' the
Commonwealth's total tax receipts.

Mr O'Connor Last year we got $800 million-
odd. We have not got this year's ye'.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I do not think we did:.
but in any case the Treasurer may be right. I am
saying Western Australia's share would be $955.9
million of total Commonwealth tax receipts.

Mr O'Connor: Reflected in the next year.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: What we asked the

Treasurer-and we were not trying to trick him.
to be smart. or to grandstand-after he had
indicated certain things, was: Which system of
relativities best suited the financial needs of the
State?! He replied, "They all do." In fact, they do
not.

The truth is there are three sets of per capita
relativities. The first one has existed since 1976-
77. The second one is the per capita relativities
that are prescribed by the States (Tax Sharing
and Health Grants) Act. The third is the per
capita relativities recommended by the Grants
Commission. There are three different sets of
relat ivit ics.

We have said that each of those serves the
State less well, If we Move to that System
recommended by the Grants Commission in its
1980 report, and if it remains unchanged, we will
lose $219 million. If we ignore that third option
and consider the second-the per capita
relativites prescribed in the States (Tax Sharing
and Health Grants) Act-we will lose about $87
million.

So when we asked the Treasurer which system
of relativities best suited the State's needs, he was
quite wrong to say that they all did, because in
fact they are different, They represent different
amounts of finance to Western Australia. and.
representing different amounts-some higher and
some lower-they cannot all suit the State's
financial needs.

Mr O'Connor: My understanding of the
question was that it asked which departments
were we concerned about. Had you been really
sincere you would have put the question on notice.
My understanding was that you wanted to know
what departments would be affected. I mentioned
roads and education, which would have given you
an understanding of how I viewed the question.

Mir BRIAN BURKE: The Treasurer's answer
gave us the understanding that he did not
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understand the question. The question was clear:
What system of tax sharing relativiries best suits
this State's financial needs? It is not a difficult
question. I have indicated that three sets of
relativities are available. There is no hidden trick,

Mr O'Connor: I will reply in due course.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: The question was: Will

the Treasurer enunciate which tax sharing
relativities bcst realised Western Australia's
financial needs!? The Treasurer did go on to talk
about departments, but I did not follow what he
was talking about because that was not what the
question was about. The Treasurer will recall that
last night a question without notice was asked
which was at repeat of the question, and we stilt
did not get an answer.

I do not know whether that can be construed as
our trying to be smart. It is not a difficult
question. It does not ask about complicated
formulae: it simply asks about which system of
relativities best sutts us.

I warn the Treasurer about the shoot-from-the-
hip style that sees him saying. "if need be, I will
be prepared to pull back on my own borrowings if
this would assist.-

Mr O'Connor: That is not shooting from the
hip.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I suggest to the
Treasurer that he should not give the Prime
Minister one inch. because if he does he will take
a yard. It already has happened, not only to
Premiers of his own political persuasion, but also
to Premiers of all political colours. When the
Premier makes that sort of unilateral offer it
makes me shudder to think of how the Prime
Minister could conic back and say he was cutting
back on our borrowings and the Western
Australian Premier reply that he is prepared to do
it.

The Premier's approach is entirely wrong. As
far as the Opposition is concerned, we would not
be going to the Prime Minister making
concessions about State finance. We have been
ripped off for years and now we are tryi ng to
Cater to him by offering him more. I would have
thought it was more in keeping with the
conservation policy to oppose appeasement and I
wvould not think, we would be in the business of
offering to give back money or to cut back on our
funds.

As far as housing is concerned, the Prime
,Minister has a right: it should be accepted as a
matter of right that he should stop the
confiscation of homes as at result of high interest
rates. We should not be having to shell out front
our funds to allow him to have an excuse to

relieve the situation of home purchasers. I stress
again that it is entirely the wrong approach for
the Treasurer to be going to Canberra and
mouthing one word about cutting back on our
dealings.

I do not want to delay the House much longer,
but I want to re-enmphasise one or two points and
to conclude on another one. The first thing I want
to re-emphasise is that the State is in and is going
through its most critical financial period. It is
facing obstacles in the form of the Federal
Government which is hell-bent on depriving the
States of the money they need to operate and is
hell-bent on maintaining personal rights and
taxation for suitable initiative. This has made tax
avoidance a billion dollar industry. The Federal
Government's economic strategies are not
working. They have not brought down inflation or
unemployment levels, without restricting
economic growth. If the Federal Government is
treated weakly and mildly, it will rip off the
States in the way it has done for the past seven
yecars to an extent that will become absolutely
intolerable.

We are coneerr..d that the Treasurer appears
not to know some of the intricacies of
Commonwealth-State financial arrangements. We
are concerned that he is too willing-I suppose. in
a co-operative, harmonious spirit, it is true-to
offer to the Prime Minister to cut back on our
funds which are needed for schools and hospitals.
We also are concerned that unless the Premier
takes the bit between his teeth and threatens to
use our vote on the Loan Council with Labor
Party Governments to frustrate his economic
policies, the Prime Minister will not pay any
attention to the good-natured Premier from
Western Australia-a Premier who saunters in
without an idea of where we are going or what we
want, and who, as a result will do this State a
great disservice.

I offer to the Premier the complete co-operation
of the Opposition in his approaches to the Federal
Government. If he likes, I even wvill go with him.

Mr 1. F. Taylor: It might be in the best
interests of this State if you did go with him.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Something must be done
clearly to define our position, our goals, and
priorities. Otherwise, if we think our funds have
been cut previously, let us stand by for the
.slaughter!.

Opposition members: Hear, hear!
MIR TONKIN (Morley) [4.05 p.m.]: I w-ant to

refer to ai matter relating to the Shire of
Carnarvon on which I asked the Minister for
Local Government some questions last week and
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another yesterday concerning breaches of the law
and the fact that there have been no prosecutions
as a consequence of those breaches.

In April and May 1980 various councillors of
the Shire of Carnarvon voted in respect of the
electrical undertaking of that shire and did not
declare an interest in the matter. This was in
breach of section 174 of the Local Government
Act. Thc fact is that the electricity was provided
for the whole of the shire and therefore they had
to declare an interest because it was not
something they had in common with every
ratepayer. There were repeated verbal and written
warnings to the council officers and the
councillors by a Local Government Department
auditor, but these warnings were ignored, The
attention of the council and its officers was drawn
to section 174 of the Act and also to page 67 of
Gifford%; Councillors Meecting Handbook, The
matter was much worse than just a vote on a
matter on which they had an interest, because
these people voted to reduce their own accounts.
It was not a question of their voting on a matter
and yet being quite above board; they actually
voted in such a way as to lighten the charge on
their pockets: in other words, they were putting
money in their pockets at the expense of other
ratepayers who had to pay higher rates. What
they did was to introduce retrospectively a system
of rating for electricity which made some of the
heavy users pay more, increased the amount that
domestic users had to pay. and decreased the
amount that had to be paid by commercial users
of which sonic of these councillors were an
example. One councillor was Couneillor Tuckey.
Looking over the minutes. one sees that he was
extremely active in moving, seconding, or voting
and at no time did he declare an interest.

Retrospective changes were made to the
amounts that had to be paid by councillors and
they did not declare an interest. One resolution on
23 May. 1980 was carried at a meeting which was
adjourned from 21 May. This is extraordinary
because 23 May was the day before the local
government elections. Perhaps they thought that
if they had done this earlier, the news would have
had time to gct around and they would have been
voted out of office. It could have happened the
next day. The ratepayers would not be aware of
what was happening. The couneillors thought they
would get away with it. After this special
adjourned meeting the day before the election, the
carried resolution put money into their pockets at
the expense of other ratepayers.

The auditor concerned informed the Senior
Assistant Secretary for Local Government that
most of the councillors taking part had received

considerable benefits in the reduced electricity
accounts. The shire council did not like this
auditor. He was doing his job in pointing out that
breaches of the Act had occurred. The President
of the Shire of Carnarvon wrote to the Minister
and said that this particular auditor appeared to
be overzealous in his approach to auditing. I find
it absolutely remarkable that he should be
criticised for being overzealous. I would have
thought that the job of an auditor was to be
zealous as there is no point in an auditor being
appointed if he is not zealous and does not really
try to discover what is going on in the accounts of
a body for which he is supposed to be doing the
auditing. The shire went further and requested of
the Minister that a different inspector-hopefully,
one less zealous and more compliant and who
might turn a blind eye to the councillors'
activities-be sent to Carnarvon the next time to
audit their accounts.

As a consequence of this letter to the Minister,
the Secretary for Local Government wrote a
memo to the Minister and said-

.. , the Shire of Carnarvon has a recent
record of mal-administration, financial
mismanagement, incomplete and inaccurate
accounting records, questionable contract
arrangements and lack of co-operation.

The letter went further and referred to the
council's recent ineptness in handling its finances
and mentioned the inadequacies in its accounting
records and procedures. Considering the repeated
warnings about the council's contravention of the
Local Government Act, it is not surprising that an
opinion was sought from the Crown Law
Department. The Assistant Crown Solicitor wrote
to the Secretary for Local Government and said
that in his opinion a breach of section 174 of the
Local Government Act had occurred when
councillors served by the electricity undertaking
voted on decisions concerning tariffs without
declaring their interest. I repeat that it was not
just that they were voting on a matter in which
they had an interest without declaring that
interest, but that they actually voted to reduce the
charges to themselves.

Mr Nanovich: That is right. They did not
declare an interest. The same thing happened
when the officers of local authorities were
handling the licensing of vehicles. It Was the same
thing then when the councillor had to declare his
interest.

Mr TONKIN: That is right. They did nut
declare their interest. They, were warned that they
should do so. but they still did not. The Secretary
for Local Government was informed of what was
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happening. The shire wrote to the Minister
asking that this auditor who revealed that this
situation was occurring be replaced. The
Secretary for Local Government wrote to the
Minister and said, "Look, this council has a very
poor record." Then Crown Law said that a breach
of the Act had occurred.

We want to know why no prosecution was
launched. Why did this Minister not prosecute
when a Crown Law Department opinion indicated
that a breach had occurred. It was not just an
ordinary breach in relation to a conflict of
interest. but was one that was done after repeated
warnings by an auditor of the Local Government
Department. It was a breach that actually put
money into the pockets of the councillors at the
expense or other ratepayers because this
electricity undertaking of the Shire of Carnarvon
was going down the drain very rapidly. It was
losing money. This also contravenes the Act. I
might add. Such an undertaking is not permitted
to continue losing money and yet the councillors
did this kind of thing. All we want to know is why
the Minister did not prosecute Councillor Tuckey
and other councillors who had been warned, but
had continued to breach the Act in this way.

I asked questions of the Minister last week and
tried to draw a fine distinction between
accounting procedures and financial concerns.
Yesterday in an extraordinary answer to my
question the Minister talked about floods and the
auditor getting in the way. I do not know whether
he was sitting on the road when they wanted to
clear it or what happened.

Mrs Craig: I-e was sitting in the council
chambers and they wrote and asked if he could be
removed.

Mr TONKIN: I see. He should not have been
sitting down! I would not have thought this was
the most important complaint against him. I
would have thought that the really important
complaint was that he was overzealous. That is
what I am referring to.

Mrs Craig: Today is the first time you have
given names, dates, times or anything specific.
Had you put your question on notice and let me
know that you were referring to matters that had
occurred two years ago. I am sure you would have
had the answers you were seeking.

Mr TONKIN: Although most of this business
occurred two years ago, the Crown Law
Department opinion was obtained last year. A
long pcriod has elapsed in which the Minister has
refused to prosecute. From her answers to my
question yesterday, it seems there was a great
deal of prevarication and the talking of trivia

when we were talking about grave breaches of the
law.

I turn to another matter which is not as serious
as the previous one; nevertheless, it illustrates the
evils of monopoly. It concerns at least one person
who is a marine dealer and collector, who was
told by the Swan Brewery that if he receives three
letters complaining about the number of rejects in
his load, he will lose the authority from the
brewery to continue to sell bottles. This man is
being victimised.

Mr Pollitt bought the business in March 1980
and obtained a collector's licence, and his wife
obtained a dealer's licence. He was told by Mick
Birchall from the Swan Brewery that he could not
purchase bottles in the yard. Mr Pollitt spoke to
the police officer in charge of
licensing-incidentally, he speaks highly of the
police and of the co-operation he has
received-and as a consequence discussions were
held between officers of the Police Department
and the Swan Brewery and the complaints and
intimidation ceased. However, recently they have
resurfaced and he now has found that the number
of rejects i s fa r too h igh. I f t hese rejects a re s uch
that one could not refill them one could
understand the situation. I have in my hand a
bottle-

Mr O'Connor: Is it full?

Mr TONKIN: No, it is not full and I defy
anyone to find a flaw in the bottle that has been
declared a reject by the brewery. if one feels
around the top of the bottle one would find
nothing wrong with it. I do not know how marine
collectors can be expected to go through bottles at
that rate and I think the situation has reached an
absurd stage.

This man is likely to lose his livelihood even
though he has a licence pursuant to the Marine
Stores Act. Nevertheless, he will lose his business
because the Swan Brewery will not allow it to
continue.

Mr Davies: Is that a used bottle?

Mr TONKIN: Yes, it is and it is a reject. I do
not know whether it is appropriate to put the
bottle on the Table of the House for the
convenience of members to inspect. I am
staggered at what this man has had to tolerate.

The problem is that when a person of authority
in the Swan Brewery has absolute power he will
not listen to reason. The evils of monopoly are
well illustrated because there is only one brewery
as we all know. The person in this position has
great power over the livelihood of this man.
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Mr Davies: Initially they accepted the bottle,
but now they reject it. Has it been damaged in the
meantime?!

Mr TONKIN: If the member can rind the
battle damaged in any way he would be doing
very well. I do not believe it is a reject. if these
tactics are being used to decide the livelihood of a
man the situation is very poor.

Mr Acting Speaker, I wonder whether this
bottle could be put on the Table or the House? I
have carried it in this container to make sure it
would not chip in transit. I certainly cannot see
any damage to it and I ask that it be placed on
the Table of the House for the inspection or
members.

I ask the Government to look at this matter
because an individual's livelihood is involved.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Trethowan): I
direct that the bottle be placed on the table until
the end or this day's sitting.

MR L F. TAYLOR (Kalgoorlie) 14.19 p.m.): It
is surprising to me and to members on this side of
the House that the Premier finds it necessary to
have two very senior Treasury officers in this
Chamber.

The Bill under consideration authorises
expenditure or $1 130 million, this being $1 000
million for the Consolidated Revenue Fund; $75
million for the General Loan Fund, and $55
million for temporary advances. This is a standard
interim measure until the Appropriation Bill
comes before this House later this year.

Serious dirficulty faces this State in the area of
State Finances. The outlook is uncertain owing in
no small measure to Fraser's "federalism". I refer
to the tax sharing arrangements that will come
into force on I July this year and the possible
implementation of the Grants Commission's
recommendations which are to he discussed at the
June Premiers' Conference. Western Australia is
faced with one of its greatest dangers in terms of
State financial relationships. It is important that
the Premier and Treasurer of this State should
familiarise himself with the task that faces him.

Already this State has lost quite significant
amounts as a result of the Fraser Government and
the policy of new federalism. No doubt the
Commonwealth Government under Prime
Minister Fraser has conned this State into
accepting the benefits of rederalism and no doubt
very few benefits will be granted to us by the
Fraser Government. This State's share of personal
income tax granted by the Federal Government
has fallen since the time of the Whitlamn
Government rrom 58 per cent to 39.8 per cent.
Also the Fraser Government has imposed taxes

over a wide range of commodities by the way of
sales tax, as well as taxes on oil levies.

I refer to the Grants Commission report wvhich
holds a great number or difficulties for Western
Australia. The Grants Commission argues that
our revenue-raising potential is great and from its
point of view Western Australia should be doing
more. The Grants Commission formula, as it
works at the present time, imposes penalties on
Western Australia. The revenue we were to raise
from royalties and levies on mining is wholly or
partially discounted against Commonwealth
financial assistance. From that point of view, the
more we raise the greater the penalty imposed by
the Grants Commission formula as it stands at
the present time. Only in circumstances where we
make extraordinary efforts to raise funds will we
receive any benefit from thac formula.
Queensland receives a large amount of revenue
from coalmining. This is not available in Western
Australia. Because of the Grants Commission's
decision, the Queensland Government has been
able to go all out to collect revenue. The Japanese
would like to get their hands on the coal at almost
any price. As a result, coalmining companies in
Queensland are able to pay levies imposed on
them by the Queensland Government.

Another great disadvantage to Western
Australia from activities of the Grants
Commission relates to tariffs. The Grants
Commission has made no attempt to take tariffs
into account when looking at relativities between
the States. 1 consider that the Grants Commission
should have taken this into account when
considering the revenue distribution from State to
State.

In relation to the cost of subsidies to the
particular Stares I refer to the Industrial
Assistance Commission paper. 1980. titled
"Approaches to a general reduction in tariffs
information paper No. I". The figures are based
on the 1977-78 values and relate to matters
occurring in 1977-78-this is the latest
information available at this time.

These figures show that if the tariff had been
eliminated and replaced by Government subsidies,
the required distribution to each of the States
would have been as follows-

New South Wales S51 465 million
Victoria $1 635 million
Queensland $265 million
South Australia $375 million
Western Australia 51 76 million
Tasmania S87 million.

It is quite evident from those Figures that Western
Australia is disadvantaged seriously from the
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point of view of tariffs. The Grants Commission
has made no attempt to take that into account
when looking at relativities between each State.
In an effort to try to level out that situation a
massive transfer of resources from the east to the
west is needed. That certainly will not happen as
long as the Grants Commission continues to
pursue its current course.

The Grants Commission's recommendations
would cost this State $I160 million should we
allow it to go ahead, and we cannot afford to bear
this cost. The amount represents something like
15 per cent of the total tax collected by the
Western Australian Government in 198 1-82.' If an
amount of $160 million were to be deducted from
the State's revenue, taxes would have to be
increased in the vicinity of 15 per cent in order
that the same level of expenditure might be
retained to provide services to the people of
Western Australia.

Mr O'Connor: When I quoted $160 million the
other day the Leader of the Opposition said the
figure was somewhere in the region of $200
million.

Mr 1. F. TAYLOR: The amount involved is
S219 million. If we were to take $160 million
from the Grants Commission and add the
amounts taken from the State as a result of the
implementation of the report on I July 1982, the
figure would be $219 million.

The Grants Commission report is inadequate in
a number of other areas. I consider that the report
was prepared in far too much of a hurry. The tour
to this State by members of the Grants
Commission involved a flight over the State with
a brief stop here and there.

Mr O'Connor: You will not get an argument
from me on that point.

Mr 1. F. TAYLOR: I do not think I will get an
argument from the Premier on many of these
points-that was not -meant as it sounds. The
Grants Commission did not take into account the
disadvantages of isolation in Western Australia or
the problems of coping with costs for Government
goods and services. I believe the Treasurer did
make an effort to make the Grants Commission
aware of these particular problems. However, the
Grants Commission was too involved with the
problems in the Eastern States rather than in
Western Australia.

I raise another serious matter which I believe
the Grants Commission did not take into account:
that is. the report wherein it said the commission
referred to the Commonwealth Attorney General
a matter regarding what should be included in the
deliberations of the commission. The Attorney

General said that any body which is controlled -by
the State Government was, nevertheless, a State
statutory authority and it should be included in
the deliberations of the commission. In its
wisdom, the commission decided to ceave out from
its deliberations ports. harbours, electricity, gas.
water supply. sewerage, drainage, and housing.
By leaving these out the commission's rationale
was that the operations do not result in a net cost
to revenue in all or most of the States. That may
be so, but it certainly resulted in a net cost of
revenue in Western Australia. Therefore, that
decision to delete consideration of these particular
departments and authorities was very costly to
Western Australia.

Another inadequacy of the Grants Commission
report is that the commissioner was concerned
with past expenditure needs rather than with this
State's needs in the years to come. In terms of
looking at all our expenditure needs, the Grants
Commission recommendations have locked this
State into past expenditure patterns, and.
therefore, it has not taken into consideration the
fact that this State is a developing State, and
hopefully, after 1983, with a State Labor
Government, it will be a much more rapidly
developing State than some of the other States in
the Commonwealth.

In his second reading speech the Premier said
that the June conference wvill be attended by the
Premier and the Prime Minister and this State
will have every opportunity to ensure that tax
sharing relativitics which adequately reflect
Western Australia's financial needs will be
adopted. I hope by that time the Premier has an
understanding of what tax relativities are in
respect of our financial needs. There can be no
doubt whatsoever but that last week the Premier
did not really understand this point. The Leader
of the Opposition made quite clear in the House
today the Premier's lack of understanding of this
particular crucial part of the Grants
Commission's recommendations. Just last night I
asked the Premier a question as a follow-up to the
question asked by the Leader of the Opposition
last week, and in talking of State relativities the
Premier, in his reply, mentioned that the one that
concerned him was health relativities. The matter
of health relativities is but one small part of the
overall problem-

Mr O'Connor: Correct-a very big small part.
Mr 1. F. TAYLOR: -in terms of State

relativities. In fact, the Leader of the Opposition
pointed out to him in clear terms today that we
are looking at three separate sets of relativities,
not just one set, and, therefore, it is not possible
that all the relativities are a problem for the
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State. In concluding my remarks I can say that it
might be quiie sad for the people of this
State-and I never thought I would have to say
this-that in terms of our future the previous
Premier (Sir Charles Court) will not take part in
the deliberatiuns of the June 1982 Premiers'
Conference. At least the previous Premier had an
understanding of Commonwealth-State financial
arrangements. There can be no doubt in the
minds of the people in this House today that the
Premier and Treasurer has very little
understanding of Commonwealth-State financial
arrangements and even less understanding of the
reeontmenda iions Or' the Grants Commission,

Mr Laurane: Grow up!
MR PEARCE (Gosnells) 14.32 p.m.]: I would

like to take the opportunity of the Supply Bill
debate to raise a plea for truth in advertising in
regard to the State election campaign (or early
next week.

Mr Watt: Early next week?

Mr PEARCE7 I am sorry. early next year. It
may be that I have inside information--lately the
Treasurer seems to have been talking to me rather
more frequently than to the member for Albany.
However, on this occasion I have no secret
information-one assumes that the election will
be held next year.

I wish to refer to truth in advertising. Recently,
Comment News-a local newspaper which is
delivered in my area-announced that a Mr
Rodney Boland has been endorsed to contest the
seat of the South Metropolitan Province for the
Liberal Party. It is no secret that Mr Boland was
formerly a member of the Labor Party. In fact, he
makes considerable play of this fact in his Press
release. I am not critical of the fact that Mr
Boland has exercised his choice in joining the
Liberal Party-thai is his choice. However,
making play of this fact in his campaign for the
South East Metropolitan Province, he refers to
certain matters,. His Press release states that he
was a member of the Labor Party until 1974, and
that he left that party because of his concern
about left-wing unionists, the socialist trend of
legislation under the Whitlam Government, and
his realisation that the policies of the Whitlam
Government were disastrous for Australia. I am
quoting. of course, the sentiments of Mr Boland
and not my own.

If' Mr Boland believes these things in 1982, that
is all right. However, it is a little unfair for him to
tell the people that he went through a crisis of
conscience during the period of the Whitlam
Government which led him to the wilderness for a

period, and ultimately to the Liberal Party, in
1982.

I will tell the House why this is so.
Mr H-erzfeld: Here comes the bucket.
Mr Carr: Another former member of the Labor

Party!
Mr PEARCE: I am merely telling the House

the truth of this matter. In May. 1979 I discussed
with Mr McMullan, the State Secretary of the
ALP, possible candidates to stand for the seat of
Dale against the then Minister for Transport. the
member for Dale (Mr Cyril Rushton). Mr
McMullan suggested to me that Mr Roland
would be an excellent candidate. He had been our
candidate for the Federal seat of Moore in 1972,
and be was a university contemporary of Mr
McMullan and myself. We considered thai Mr
Boland would be a good candidate and a good
member of Parliament. So I was deputised by Mr
McMullan to ring Mr Roland and sound him out
on the possibility of his being a candidate in the
1980 State election. I can tell the House that Mr
Roland was very interested indeed in that
proposition.

M r Clarko: Is this gossip corner?
Mr Herzfeld: What does this have to do with

supply?
Mr PEARCE: It has a great deal to do with

truth in adve *rtising. Mr Boland and I discussed
the proposition at considerable length over the
telephone and the matter we were discussing was
pre-seleetion for the 1980 State Election. The
only fly in the ointment at that time was that Mr
Roland was going overseas on study leave.

Mr Shalders: Are you saying you have the
power to pick someone for preselection'?

Mr PEARCE: I am not saying that. I am
saying that at that stage the nominations had not
closed, and if Mr Boland had indicated in interest
in running for the seat, we would have closed
nominations. Unless someone else nominated in
the meantime, Mr Roland would have been the
candidate because no other nominations had been
received at that stage.

The problem was that in 1979 Mr Roland was
taking sabbatical leave from the tertiary
institution which employed him, and during our
conversations he said that he wished he could still
be a candidate for Dale, despite his overseas trip.
but two problems presented themselves. You will
remember, Mr Speaker. at that time there was
some speculation about an early election-it was
suggested that the election would be held before
Christmas 1979. The election could have been
held during the time Mr Roland was overseas and

1723



1724 ASSEM BLY]

that would be a drawback to a candidate. The
other problem was the pragmatic political fact
that one cannot campaign for a marginal seat. if
one is not in the State for six months before the
election. So after lengthy discussions. Mr
McMullan and I decided, and I was obliged to
inform Mr Boland. that as it was not possible for
him to be an effective candidate, we could not
support his nomination. Thus, with mutual
expressions of disappointment at this outcome.
this was the end of the matter, and I have not
spoken to Mr Roland since that time.

As I say. I am not critical of Mr Boland's
decision to leave the party, and I am not critical
of his decision to stand as a candidate for the
Liberal Party-he may even end up with a
reasonable vote. However, I am critical of the fact
that he canvassed the proposition in his campaign
for the South Metropolitan Province and that he
intends to canvass the same proposition in his
campaign in the South-East Metropolitan
Province: that is. that he quit the Labor Party
because of his attitude towards the Whitlamn
Government. He should confine himself to
arguing Liberal Party policies in a positive way,
rather than put forward these negative aspects. In
the ease of his candidacy for the South-East
Metropolitan Province, I will be on the spot to
give the lie to any such suggestion.

MR CRAYDEN (South Perth) 14.39 p.m.]:
The Supply Bill is a money Bill, and as such we
are in a position to cover a wide range of subjects
when we debate it. I want to touch on a matter
which relates to a report entitled. Policy for the
1980s. Just recently the Treasurer complecd 100
days in office. Quite a bit of publicity surrounded
that event, and I believe it was very favourable
publicity. The report. Policy for the 1980s,
contains the following statement-

The chapters in this report cover the
period since the last election up to the end of
January 1982.

In other words, the booklet recounts the progress
that has been made over the last two years. My
only criticism is that in respect of education,
rather than exaggerate the position-and most
Government reports arc inclined to do that-this
particular document understates the achievements
of the last two years. I will just run through some
of the things which were achieved during 1980
and 1981.

Mr Tonkin: sonic of the big cutbacks!

Mr GRAYDEN: I will list these achievements
as follows-

I . Amalgamation of the four colleges of
advanced education into the centrally-
administered, multi-campus Western
Australian College of Advanced
Education.

2. The successful development of two
autonomous post-secondary education
colleges in the Pilbara at H-edland and
Karratha respectively.

3. Significant progress towards the
integration of the Western Australian
School of Mines and the Eastern
Goldfields Technical College activities
in Kalgoorlie.

4. Establishment of an extension to the
WA School of Mines at Collie and co-
ordination of advanced education and
technical education programmes to serve
the needs of the area.

5. Continuation of Commonwealth funding
[or Murdoch University as a separate
institution.

6. Introduction of performance-oriented
courses in music, dance, and drama at
the WA Academy of Performing Arts
situated on the Mount Lawley college
site.

7. Extension of opportunities for trade and
technician training in enhanced
provision of facilities for technical
education.

8. The introduction of health education
courses, with particular emphasis on
nutritional awareness, for all WA school
children.

9. The establishment of a canteen advisory
committee for the purpose of improving
nutritional values of food sold in schools.

10. Establishment of a health education
advisory committee to ensure health
education programmes in schools are as
effective as possible and to advise on all
other matters relating to health
education.

11. Establishment of a committee under the
chairmanship of Rabbi Coleman to
encourage a sense of nationalism in our
schools.

12. The formation of an advisory committee
on agricultural education to examine
programmes and identify needs for
agricultural education.

03. Introduction of amendments to the
Education Act to reinforce the powers of
the Director General of Education and
minimise irresponsible industrial
disruption.
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14. Amendment of the Education Act to
preclude union membership being a
requirement for promotion in the
Education Department.

15. The introduction of the concept of senior
colleges and the establishment of two
such colleges at Bentley and Tuart Hill.

16. The successful amalgamation of
distance education facilities into one.
cohesive centre.

17. Extension of special education services
with programmes for the handicapped
and the gifted child.

I8. The extension of support services to
assist teachers develop better
educational programmes for their
students.

19. The upgrading of rural education.
20. Publication of the Priest report on

secondary education and the Vickery
report on teacher education.

21. Introduction of WVA Education News
providing as it does a valuable
communications forum for Western
Australian teachers and educationalists.

22. Establishment of the early childhood
education advisory committee to
investigate the education and well'are
needs of children two years younger
than school age.

23. Preservation of the essentials of the
Western Australian education system
notwithstanding the fact that the
Education Department has had to
absorb economies totalling $7 million in
the current financial year and $11
million in a full year.

Those 23 items are all achievements of
consequence. and, of course, there were many
more. I shall be as brief as possible, but I would
like to expand on some of these matters.

Firstly. I referred to the amalgamation of the
four colleges of advanced education into a
centrally administered college of advanced
education. This came about as a result of a
Commonwealth requirement to achieve efficiency
by avoiding overlapping of functions, and making
the best possible use of the money available for
education. It was a relatively big operation and
much more complex than many people would
imagine. It was fraught with all sorts of potential
difficulties, but it was achieved without a hitch
worth mnirtioning. Between 1980 and 1982 plans
were finalised and the buildings almost completed
for the successful development of two autonomous
post-secondary colleges in the Pilbara. They are

magnificent structures by any standards, and the
people of the Pilbara will be proud of them.

The concept of an autonomous college through
the integration of the WA School of Mines and
the Eastern Goldfields Technical College at
Kalgoorlie posed all sorts of difficulties. It meant
the severing of tics with the technical education
division of the Education Department and the
severing of ties with WAIT.

Many people felt the educational effectivecness
of the institution was likely to deteriorate. For a
number of years I have favoured a loose
federation of the technical college division and
WAIT. This was advocated by the institutions
themselves, and was recommended by the mining
community in K~algoorlie. The Government has
yet to decide the Fin-al form of the college, but I
endeavoured to steer the development along the
lines I have mentioned. The final recomniendation
to the Minister will be the prerogative of the
interim council which was set up in Kalgoorlie.
However, in the light of the attitude of the two
institutions, the mining community. and the
people of Kalgoorlie. I cannot help but feel that
the recommendation will be for a loose federation
of WAIT and the technical education division.
That will provide the best of both worlds.

The establishment of an extension of the WA
School of Mines at Collie and the co-ordination of
Education Department and technical education
programmens to serve the needs of that area is a
development of tremendous consequence. I am
certain the member for Collie would concur. The
continuation of Commonwealth funding for
Murdoch University as a separate institution has
been glossed over, but it is an accomplishment of
considerable significance. Possibly the most
important development in education during the
two years I refer to was an initiative I had the
privilege of putting forward.

Mr Brian Burke: Don't you think you are
mounting a serious challenge to the Premier's
decision to reshuffle Cabinet'?

Mr GRAYDEN: I do not think that at all. The
Premnier has his own reasons for making the
change. That is his prerogative and I have no
criticism of it.

The introduction of health education courses.
with particular emphasis on nutritional
awareness, for all school children, is the most
significant achievement of the period. I would go
further and say that if I did nothing else in the
30-odd years I have been in this Parliament. this
tnitiative would justify my time in this House.

The first school was established in Western
Australia in 1830-152 years ago. Since then we
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have never had a comprehensive health education
programme in the school curriculum.

Wherever one goes in Western Australia one
finds evidence of crass ignorance of even the most
elementary requirements of good health, and in
particular nutritional awareness. On one occasion
I went to the Pilbara and saw there a child who
looked like a small Buddha, or a large frog. He
was about a year old and weighed several stone.
The reason for that was that his parents fed him a
dessertspoon of turtle oil several times a day.
They took pride in the fact that the child was in
that condition.

In mining and pastoral towns one can find
Aboriginal children in particular, and white
children as well, going to school with a packet of
biscuits and a can of soft drink which might
contain a cupful of sugar, certain acids, and
caffeine. That is their meal not only for that day,
but for day after day, month after month, and
year after year, Everywhere one goes one finds
young people suffering from obesity caused by
faulty diet. They suffer mental anguish and
torment when even a cursory knowledge of
nutrition could have averted their condition. One
finds illness among older people brought about by
lack of health and nutritional awareness. That in
turn leads to suffering.

For these reasons I was anxious to see health
education, with particular emphasis on nutritional
awareness, written into the school curriculum in
such a way that it could never be removed. I was
anxious to ensure that every child who passed
through the school system would leave school with
a thorough grounding in this subject. I arranged
for a number of writers to be cmployecL by the
Education Department's curriculum branch to
prepare a comprehensive K-10 syllabus. Between
the middle and the end of this year schools will be
introducing this syllabus. However, the major
implementation period will commence in 1984.
When that is done, every child who leaves the
education system in Western Australia will have a
basic knowledge of health education. This will
have a profound effect on people's health for all
time.

Mr Tonkin: Are you recommending turtle oil?
Mr GRAYDEN: I was horrified to see a child

being fed that sort of stuff.
Mr Tonkin: It would have been all right taken

with other things I suppose.
Mr GRAYDEN: To return to my remarks, we

set up a health advisory committee to ensure
health education programmes in schools are as
effective as possible and to advise on all matters
relating to health education. The development of

sound health practices requires fundamental
changes in attitude and behaviour which will take
place over a period of time, so I appointed the
committee as an ongoing committee. As a
corollary of this we established a canteen advisory
committee to improve the nutritional value of
food in schools. It is logical that schools should set
an example in the pursuit of sound health
concepts. We are going to teach correct dietary
practice in the classroom and we should ensure
what is sold in the canteen complements it.

This committee's first task was to determine
what was being offered in school canteens so that
recommendations for change could be made. That
survey has been carried out and I will watch with
interest for the report.

I do not want to go into too much detail, but
there is another aspect that I touched on earlier;
Lhat is, the establishment of a committee under
the chairmanship of Rabbi Coleman to encourage
a sense of nationalism in our schools. Many
people have felt for a long time that Australians
are too casual in their observance of national
anniversaries and days of celebration, and that
More should be done through education to
enhance a feeling of national pride. At the same
time, prevailing views in our society are deep
seated, and any attempt to make sudden changes
to inject more fervour into our ceremonies would
be subject to criticism. With that in mind I set up
the committee in April 1981, with a brief to
recommend methods of encouraging patriotism in
schools. The committee made its first
recommendation, which I was happy to approve,
for the production of a brochure for primary
school children, containing information on the
Australian flag. It also recommended the
compilation of a set of teachers notes suggesting
methods of integrating information about the
various national observances within the primary
school curriculum. From this modest beginning a
significant movement will develop.

Mr Pearce: Why do you think the section on
education in that progress report is so poor?

Mr GRAYDEN: I think it understates the
position. My comments arc made against 1he
background of the ideology of the Government
and Government policy and what I regard as our
achievements.

Mr Pearce: I am agreeing with you that the
education section is poor. Why do you think it is
so bad?

Mr GRAYDEN: I think it understates the
position. The Education Department is very large;
it employs more than 13 000 teachers and it
writes more than 42 000 group certificates each
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year. Thai is not an accurate indication of how
many are employed. of course, because some of
the certificates are duplicated. We have about
680 schools in Western Australia. It is a very
large department, which is in excellent shape
administratively. It is in excellent shape by any
standards and one of the reasons for this is
that-certainly during the period when I was
Ministr-we went out of our way to ensure that
politics did not come into any decisions, that there
was no favouritism, and that there was no
cronyism. Decisions were made straight down the
line on the merits of a particular situation,

As a consequence, apart from being
administratively in good shape. [he staff of the
department have ecellcnt morale. There can be
no doubt about that. To verify this statement, one
only has to look at the latest edition of the
Western Teacher, the editorial of which indicates
that "Less than 12 months later there is no
certainity that the majority of the union's
membership wants the $50 levy or any form of
industrial action on any issue." Last year it was a
Most militant union, but the editorial indicates
that things have changed.

Over the past two years the Education
Department has had to face up to some difficult
problems, some of which have been around for
many years. and the pre-school situation is one.'We had certain parents in this State gaining
benefits which were not generally available to
olher parents and children. We faced up to that
situation knowing full well the unpopularity of
any steps needed to overcome the problem.

We also had the problem of technical colleges
literally bursting at the scams while at the same
time many of our high schools were underutilised.
We faced up to that problem. and from reports I
have been getting recently. everything has been
going swimmingly at the senior colleges which
were created.

Then we had the most difficult task of imposing
cuts in the education field as a consequence of a
Government decree. The cuts amounted to $7
million in the current financial year and $I I
million in the full year. The cuts were
implemented as a consequence of a direct
Government order. At the time we realised that
this would arouse tremendous opposition, and it
did, However, we are now in a position to say that
the Education Department, administratively, is a
tight ship.

It is a wonderful department. We set out to
achieve a situation where every child in Western
Australia can develop to the maximum of his or
her potential. That is one of our first objectives.

We set out to create a system in which every child
is treated as a unique human personality. We
have gone out of our way to inculcate in the
children in our education system the fact that
education does not end at the completion of
formal education, but is a continuing thing
throughout lire. Our education system is one of
which we can be proud.

No doubt the new Minister will carry on very
creditably with che administration of the
department. The departmentl has had and does
have some particularly good officers, including Dr
Mossenison. who recently retired. He has a very
worthy successor in Dr Vickery. We have Ken
Birks, Deputy Director General (Administration
and Finance): Jim Quinn, Director or Planning:
Jim Davies, Director of Schools, Harry Louden,
Assistant Director General (Schools arid
Services), John Greenway, Assistant Director
General (Resources): Peter Forrest, Director of
Technical and Further Education: Mr C. G.
Fitzpatrick, Director or Staffing: Mr L. W.
Louden, Director of Guidance and Special
Education:, Mr Hofrman, Director of Education
Services. They are only some of the huge staff
who are outstanding. We indeed have every
reason to be proud of our Education Department.

Althou gh the shortcomings in the report are not
serious. I think the report does understate exactly
what has been achieved in the education field over
the last two years. I am disappointed this should
occ ur.

NIR DAVIES (Victoria Park) [5.06 p.m.]:
Firstly, I shall comment on the brave words rrom
the member for South Perth, who indicated that
every student is able to meet his full capabilities
right throughout the education system. As I have
mentioned before, we have a situation where this
Government cannot supply speech pathologists for
schools in the Southern region of the metropolitan
area, this fo r children who cannot even
communicate with their parents or teachers. Yet
they are supposed to develop as students in some
of our special schools. It is more than a shame
that the Government is unable to supply at least
one speech pathologist to visit these schools
perhaps once a month to give the teachers
instruction in order that they might help the
speechless children to develop. These Students
require special therapy.

Up until last year a speech pathologist was
employed in the Mitten Special School. She is
now in Sydney because her husband was
transferred there in his employment, but she has
not been replaced. The parents of the children
attending this school are left lamenting. If they
want to go to the children's hospital they will be
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involved in a couple of months' wait for an
appointment. The hospital seems to do things on a
one-to-one basis. However, if these children could
feed into the education system they would be
better served. If we had an additional one or two
pathologists available to visit the schools to
instruct the teachers in exercises to help the
children so that they could be supervised both by
the teachers and their parents, they would be
greatly assisted.

Last night almost 50 parents turned up at the
Millen Special School to express their concern at
the lack of a speech pathologist. What was most
heartening was the enthusiasm shown by the
parents who had been able to assist their children.
However, they need some expert guidance on the
exercises they should be conducting to help their
children.

These parents cannot obtain the services of a
speech pathologist once a term, once a year, or
even once every two years. This is particularly so
of the Kenwick and Millen Special Schools. This
situation is an absolute disgrace when we hear the
Government suggesting that computers be
installed in schools and money be spent in all
directions. But students who cannot get the basics
of education, who cannot communicate with their
teachers or parents, are not assisted by this
Government in any way at all. So there are
serious gaps in the education system in this State.
The shadow Minister for Education no doubt will
be saying more about this in future, but I could
not resist the opportunity available to me tonight
to point out the problems facing some children in
our education sy stem.

The Education Department and the
representatives of the handicapped schooling area
(Dr Brian Knowles and Dr Harry Louden) have
been very understanding. They said that they had
just so much money available to them and had to
do so many things with it. They indicated that
they were unable to get enough money to employ
speech pathologists this year. Their argument was
that if' they took something fromt one school to
give to another, the parents of children attending
the first school would complain.

The parents of children attending the Millen
Special School are complaining because they had
a speech pathologist last year who, having left.
has not been replaced. We are to spend $400
million-odd in the education field, and only
$20 000 a year is needed to employ the services of
a speech pathologist. I hope we see action by the
Government. Certainly the parents have had
enough. They believe that if we are such a
prosperous State and if our education system is so
good, they should have speech pathologists to visit

the schools, especially the schools in the southern
region of the metropolitan area. I am sure other
members have similar tales to tell.

What I had intended to speak about
tonight-and I am sure the member for
Fremantle would have had something to say on
this subject had it not been necessary for him to
be absent tonight-is the quite unsatisfactory
explanation given by the Minister for Transport
about the "removal" of two officers from the
Metropolitan Transport Trust.

Mr Rushton: Don't be so ridiculous.
Mr DAVIES: That is the natural reaction we

get from this man who is obviously unable to cope
with his portfolio. Not only is transport now in the
worst state it has been, but also it will get even
worse in future while he is Minister. But when he
and the management of the MTT are confronted
with this situation they try to deny it and run
away from it. The best the Minister could do was
plead ignorance when questioned initially. We can
understand that he should plead ignorance,
because it comes so naturally to him. Perhaps in
the initial stages he had not had the opportunity
to make an investigation. However, after the
matter had been investigated and he was further
questioned about the incident, the best he could
do was jump up and read a Press statement which
told us absolutely nothing.

Questions need to be answered. Until March
this year. was the MTT without formal tendering
procedurs-'Yes" or "No"? Nothing but silence
from the Minister.

Mr Rushton: You will prejudice the position of
those two officers.

Mr DAVIES: What is the Minister doing for
them?

Mr Rushton: I am seeing one of them. He
asked to see me.

Mr DAVIES: How can we be prejudicing an
officer if he has brought something to light which
should not have been happening? Is it a fact that
until March this year the MTT did not have
formal tendering procedures-'Yes" or "No"?
Are tenders for buildings not formally called by
the trust? Has the same builder constructed most
of the MTT's buildings for the past 15 years? Are
these facts? These are simple questions.

Mr Rushton: The investigations have conmc up
with the point that nothing can be substantiated.

Mr DAVIES: I do not know what was
investigated. Is it a fact that the MTT did not
have formal tendering procedures?

Mr Rushton: You could be prejudicing the
position of those two officers.
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Mr DAVIES: How could I be doing that? I will
take the risk of prejudicing those two officers. It
is not the two officers we are worried about; we
are worried about the public. We are talking
about Government money. We want to have a
look at some of the money the Mi-T has lost. We
want to look at some of the evasion that has taken
place since this matter was brought to light. We
want to look at the Minister's dealing with words
so that he is not telling untruths, but is not facing
facts.

I ask the Minister again: Until March this year,
did the MTT have formal tendering procedures?

Mr Rushton: It has been investigated and the
claims-

Mr DAVIES: I do not know what has been
investigated. 1 am asking the Minister,
irrespective of what investigations have been
carried out: Is it a fact that until March this year
the MTT had no formal tendering
procedures-yes or no?

It is obvious the Minister is not prepared to say,
"No".; therefore, the answer must be. "Yes".
Silence implies consent.

Several members interjected.
Mr DAVIES: In the absence of a denial from

the Minister, we presume that that is correct. My
second question is: Are tenders for buildings not
called formally by the trust and has the same
builder constructed most of the MTT's buildings
for the past 15 years'? I am giving the Minister
the opportunity to say "Yes" or "No". In the
absence of anything to the contrary we can
presume that the claim is correct.

I ask: Arc the accounting procedures for cash
shortages unsatisfactory? Once again, no reply.
Presumably the answer is that the MTT had a
luncheon and some things. which may have been
of concern, were discussed in a private
conversation. It seems the Assistant Director
General of Transport hot-footed it back to the
director general who contacted the Manager of
the MTT who took certain action, the result of
which was that two officers are now without
employment.

When we attempted to obtain some
information, the Minister said he knew nothing
about it, and it is likely that he did not know
anything about it when he was initially questioned
by the member for Fremantle. We gave him a
chance to do something about it. but the Press
took the matter up and approached various
people. In The West Australian of 7 May the
General Manager of the MTT was quoted as
saying that no-one had been dismissed. He did not
say that options were issued and if those two
(ss)

officers did not leave they would be dismissed.
No-one has ever denied that. The manager said
that there always was something going on with a
staff of 2 000 in the trust. The officers concerned
were senior officers with whom he would have had
reasonable contact. H-e must have known, but his
answer was evasive.

The Daily News took the matter up on the
same day and the Chairman of the MTT (Mr
Hyland) would not comment. He referred the
question to Mr Robinson. Mr Hyland said that he
was a part-time chairman only and that is not an
unreasonable attitude. Mr Robinson would not
comment on the issue, saying it would pre-empt
the Minister's answer, If he knew nothing about it
earlier, how did he know there was to be a
ministerial inquiry?

When we pursued the matter further yesterday
the Minister said that because oF the findings he
would not elaborate on any specific remarks
because he did not wish to contribute to a
perpetuation of them.

The Minister is not prepared to give any
further information or say whether the matter is
being dealt with in committee or in camera.

We wish to ensure that just ice is done.
Apparently there were some critical aspects in the
remarks, allegedly made by two officers, which
were investigated by the Manager of the MTT,
but we were told he knew nothing about it. The
Chairman of the Public Service Board, the
Auditor General, and the Director General of the
MTT got together and found there to be no
substance to it. That is not good enough: we want
to know something in greater detail, and what
happened.

Surely, we are not in a situation where a civil
servant or a public servant felt it necessary to
comment to someone on some practice in a
department. then found himself without
employment. Is it so serious that a senior officer
should not talk to the Assistant Director General
or Transport? Should not the MTT and Director
of Transport be discussing matters of common
interest? Surely these people should be interested
in every aspect or transport in this State. If an
officer of the MTT felt that something was not
quite right, he was entitled to discuss it and there
was no need to hot-foot the discussion back to the
director general, the Public Service Board, and
the man's boss, who then said "Resign. or else."*
There is something very fishy about the whole
matter.

If we are to deal with the allocation of money
in various departments, surely we are entitled to
be satisfied when a query such as this comes up.
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We are entitled to be satisfied that everything is
in order. However, the Minister refuses to answer
the three specific points I have made. While he
refuses to answer, we can believe only that there
is a cover-up somewhere.

MR O'CONNOR (Mt. Lawley-Treasurer)
15.23 p.m.]: I thank members for their general
support of the Bill. The member for South Perth
said that all that has been done in the field of
education was not included in the report. I agree
with him, but if we were to do that it would bean
extremely thick book. For that reason, i t is
obvious that so many of the points have been
omitted.

Opposition members interjected.
Mr O'CONNOR: The Leader of the

Opposition spoke initially about the Federal
Government's strategy on finance. He made two
comments: the first was about the handling of the
monetary market and the second about the high
inflation rate.

When one considers the world today and notes
the problems with interest rates and inflation in
various countries and then considers the last
quarter for this State-the inflation rate in
Australia was 1.7 per cent and in Western
Australia 1.1 per cent-we find that we are in a
satisfactory position.

The Commonwealth Government has done
many things with which I do not agree, and I am
the first to admit that. I agree with the Leader of
the Opposition on that point. However, the
Commonwealth Government has done a good job
in containing the inflation rate. Of course, in
doing that, it has placed strings on the monetary
market and banks. In other words, it has forced
the interest rates up, and I am not happy about
that.

If we consider Argentina, where the inflation
rate is racing ahead at great speed, as with many
countries, we note that the Commonwealth
Government has done a good job in containing
inflation to the extent it has. Therefore, I disagree
with the Leader of the Opposition on that point.

Mr Brian Burke: Those one-quarter Figures
exclude price fluctuations in Sydney and
Melbourne. It is not a good policy to take one-
qaarter and multiply it by four to obtain the
inflation rate.

Mr O'CONNOR: If we compa re last year's
inflation rate with the rate in other parts of the
world, we find that it is not bad.

Mr Tonkin: It is not good to use Argentina as
an example.

Mr 1. F. Taylor: It does not make Western
Australia any better off.

Several members interjected.
Mr O'CONNOR: If the Whitlam Government

were in power the inflation rate would be way up
in double figures. We all know of the disastrous
result when the Whitlam Government was in
power.

Several members interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Crane): Order!
Mr O'CONNOR: While talking about the

handling of finances, I indicate that not one
Labor Government has shown an ability to do
that well. I will elaborate on that point at a later
date.

The Commonwealth Government could release
rurther money to trading banks through the
Reserve Bank. If it released one per cent it would
put $247 million onto the market, but that in
itself would have little effect on housing interest
rates. Trading banks do not put a large amount
into that field. Building societies and savings
banks have a greater involvement in housing
finance. I am not happy with the way the
Commonwealth Government controlled their
finances and forced interest rates up. To some
degree they have been responsible for the rises.

The Leader of the Opposition referred to
Government borrowings and said that I stated we
would be prepared to chop back this State's
borrowings. That is not what I said. I wish the
Leader of the Opposition would complete his
course so that the facts can be given. At the
Premiers' Conference, and after discussions with
the State Under-Treasurer-who agreed with the
comments I made.-] said on air and television
that the problem with interest rates in Australia
and other parts of the world was the large amount
of borrowings by the State and Federal
Governments and local governments.

I said that if the Commonwealth and the other
State Governments cut back in their borrowings, I
would be prepared to do the same in this State. I
say in the interests of people who want to
purchase homes in this State, at an interest rate
they can afford, that because Governments
borrow such large amounts throughout Australia
this has a tremendous effect on the monetary
market and affects substantially the rates the
people in the private sector have to pay. This, in
turn, has an effect on housing. That problem
occurs in other countries also, and the reason is
Government borrowings. The cure would be to cut
back Government borrowings. Maybe people will
have to wait until tomorrow for some of the things
they want today. No State can go it alone. It will
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have to be done with all the States and the
Commonwealth.

Mr Brian Burke: Did any of the other States
offer to make the same concessions?

Mr O'CONNOR: They did not. Obviously they
are not concerned about housing for people, as I
am. They were not concerned because the States
wanted to borrow as much as they_ could, without
taking proper cognizance of what effect it has on
the community,

The Leader of the Opposition referred to the oil
levy which is about 10 per cent of the
Commonwealth's money. I believe we will see
what he has suggested come about before too
long. Because of the disastrous financial position
of Iraq and Iran. I believe they will dump their oil
on the world market and the price of oil will go
down to below $30 a barrel. I think that is
something to worry us. The way the oil price
concessions have been made over a two or three-
year period has had a substantial effect on the
world and has created a high cost in many areas. I
am concerned about that 10 per cent area.

I am concerned also about the amount of
welfare payments made in Australia. An amount
of 30 per cent of the tax rates today go into that
Field,

Mr Brian Burke: Do you think that is wrong?
Mr O'CONNOR: I did not say I was against it.
Mr Davies: Where would you cut it back?
Mr O'CONNOR: I did not say I would cut it

back; I simply said I was concerned that 30 per
cent of all taxes go to the welfare area.

Mr Brian Burke: The big problem is that
although many people say they are concerned at
the proportion of taxation receipts which go to
welfare, when they arc asked whether they would
reduce widows' pensions or invalid pensions, they
are not able to say how they would cut back the
amount.

Mr O'CONNOR. I simply made a plain
statement of fact that, of every $100 a person
pays in tax $30 goes in welfare payments. I do not
think the average individual realises. how much he
is contributing to this area.

Mr Brian Burke. The other worrying thing
about that sort of statement is that if we turn
public opinion against people who already are
disadvantaged, we set up a class society, which
no-one wants.

Mr O'CONNOR: I am not suggesting
anything of the sort. However, I am suggesting
that we should look to ways of reducing
expenditure in this area. We all accept that people
who are sick, widowed, or disadvantaged in some

other way are entitled to welfare payments.
However, we should endeavour to get back to
work those who are able to work.

Mr 1. F. Taylor: Australia has two classes of
society: The needy and the greedy. Your people
represent the latter.

Mr O'CONNOR: That is the sort of stupid
statement we have Come to expect from the
member for Kalgoorlie.

Mr 1. F. Taylor interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Crane): Order!
Mr 1. F. Taylor interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The member

for Kalgoorlie should not interject while I am
calling for order!

Mr O'CONNOR: The fact that I am pointing
out that 30 per cent of taxation receipts go into
the welfare field has nothing to do with my being
greedy; I made no point in that regard. We should
help the disadvantaged in our community.
However, those people who are able to work
should be encouraged to work. I do niot know how
that can be described as being greedy.

Mr Brian Burke: Two points are involved in
that. It is all very well to Say that people who will
not work should be made to work. However, we
must have jobs for them. If everybody who could
work was able to find a job, that would be a
different thing. However, at the moment we have
a growth rate of only about 1.6 per cent.

Mr O'CONNOR: Yes, and we need a growth
rate of about four per cent in the work force to
overcome those problems. I suggest that people
who are in receipt of welfare payments, and who
are able to work, should be required to do one or
two days' work each week for that payment. This
could have the result of there being fewer people
on the dole.

Mr Brian Burke: The problem is that people
remain out of work for an average of about three
weeks. Although all these suggestions of sending
people to country areas sound good, there is such
a turnover in unemployed people that you would
create chronic and structural unemployment.

Mr O'CONNOR: I believe it would result in
there being fewer people on the list of
unemployed.

The Leader of the Opposition asked me a
question without notice about tax sharing
relativities. From my answer, he would realise I
was referring to the various sections which
relativities affected. I referred specifically to
hospitals, which is an area in which Western
Australia is greatly affected. It is true the
activities of the Grants Commission worry us
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greatly. Following the 1975-76 reassessment.
Western Australia was based on a relativity of
1.66 per cent, as compared with Victoria, which
was left at one per cent. This means that whereas
Victoria receives $192 per capita, Western
Australia receives $319.

If this system is altered to any great degree, it
would make a substantial difference to the income
of this State. We have battled strongly to ensure
the Commonwealth does not change the system.
The previous Premier strongly resisted certain
Commonwealth activities in this direction.

Mr Brian Burke: Do you now regret new
federalism?

Mr O'CONNOR: We continually have
expressed our regret at certain actions of the
Commonwealth; on certain issues, the
Commonwealth's attitude has been unacceptable
to Western Australia. The previous Premier and I
violently opposed the alteration of the tax sharing
arrangements: however, when something is put on
one's plate, one does not have much option.

Mr Brian Burke: Did you reject the request to
increase the interest rate'?

Mr O'CONNOR: Yes. I suggested they return
in a couple of months' time. This money is
required for capital purposes, and we will be
calling for money for our capital works
programme in due course. However, to increase
the interest rate to 16.5 per cent on top of the one
per cent increase of only a few weeks earlier was
unacceptable. and would not -have advantaged
anyone. When Western Australia lost its claimant
State status in 1968, we were granted a $15.5
million disability payment. We acted at that time
on the advice of Treasury that within three years,
our claimant State payment would be down to
zero. If I were asked to make a decision today, I
would do exactly as we did in 1968.

Mr 1. F. Taylor: So. you would not consider
trying to remove our claimant State status if we
were to be disadvantaged by recommendations of
the Grants Commission?

Mr O'CONNOR: I would consider it; however,
I would be foolish to give an off-the-cuff answer
without considering the total effect on the State.
One of the reasons we left the claimant State
situation was that we knew that in the years to
come, mineral royalties would make a substantial
difference to our income.

The Leader of the Opposition offered to attend
the next Premiers' Conference with me so that he
could discuss these issues. I regret to say I reject
his offer. However, if he has hidden talents in this
area. I suggest he hop over and give Mr Wran the
benefit of his advice, because while we in Western

Australia are on a sound base. Mr Wran is riding
on quicksand, and needs all the help he can get.

Mr Brian Burke: If you think I can assist you
by going along to the Premiers' Conference. I will
undertake to kill two birds with one stone, and go
up to New South Wales and see Mr Wran.

Mr O'CONNOR: Western Australia is on a
sound financial base; we are not in financial
trouble, nor will we be. The way Western
Australia has been governed in the past has left us
in a sound financial position. However, States
such as the Labor State of New South Wales
have not acted wisely, have not charged properly,
and have not taken action in certain areas to
rectify the position, and as a consequence are in
financial trouble. I am glad the previous
Governments of this State saw fit to take
appropriate action at the time to ensure we
retained a sound financial base.

I thank members for their support of the Bill.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without debate.

reported without amendment, and the report
adopted.

Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr
O'Connor (Treasurer), and transmitted to. the
Council.

ACTS AMENDMENT (MOTOR
VEHICLE FEES) BILL

Second Reading

Debate resumed from 6 May.
MR McIVER (Avon) [5.44 p.m.]: The

Opposition supports the Bill.
This is a procedural measure only. It allows the

Main Roads Department to simplify its
accounting system. I am delighted that, under the
Bill, the sum of $650 000 is to be set aside for
railway crossing protection. That money will be
allocated for the year ending 30 June 1983. We
have heard recently of railway crossing disasters;
and I commend the Government for making this
money available so that further boom gates can
be constructed.

As I mentioned, this is a procedural Bill only.
The Opposition does not wish to delay the
proceedings of the House. We support the
measure.

MR HASSELL (Cottesloe-Minister for Police
and Prisons) 15.47 p.m.]: I thank the Opposition
and the member for Avon. on behalf of the
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Minister for Transport, for their support of the
Bill. As the member said. it is a procedural Bill: it
is important in terms of the road Funds-a matter
of great concern to us. I am grateful that it has
the support of bot h sides oft the House.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without debate,

reported without amendment, and the report
adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr Hassell

(Minister for Police and Prisons), and transmitted
to the Council.

MOTOR VEHICLE DRIVERS
INSTRUaTORS AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

Debate resumed from 6 May.
MR MeIVER (Avon) j5.50 p.m.]: Like the

previous Bill, this is a procedural measure to
allow the Act to be amended in parallel with the
regulations. Several driving instructors had paid
the S15 fee: but when it was found that an
anomaly existed. $5 had to be refunded in each
case.

The driving instructors play a very important
role in the instruction of new drivers, particularly
of the powerful commercial vehicles. It is
necessary that we obtain the right people for this
role.

My inquiries reveal that approximately 850
instructors operate 200-odd driving school cars. I
was a little concerned when I found that anyone
can set up a driving school. We have no
requirements on a person conducting such a
school. A driving instructor makes an application
to the Police Department-. he is screened; and if he
is successful, he passes a test at the National
Safety Council and is employed by himself or a
driving school.

The Government could do a little more for the
owner-drivers, if I can call them that for
simplicity. They have to carry out their own
running repairs-that is. punctures-purchase
their own fuel;, supply finance for their holiday
pay: and they have no compensation allowance.
Perhaps at some Stage we could have a look at the
situation of driving instructors, particularly those
who receive a small retainer only from the people
who employ them.

In the United Kingdom and the United States
of America. very stringent conditions are laid

down when it comes to the people who are eligible
to qualify as driving instructors. This aspect
cannot be emphasised too much, because the
instructors have a great responsibility.

The $15 fee that will be imposed with the
passing of this legislation will mean a further
difficult burden placed on the instructors. It is
time that the Government considered this, and the
test that is required.

I mentioned the situation in the United
Kingdom and the United States. I ask the
Minister in his reply to comment on that, and also
on the shape of the industry generally. Does the
Government have any view about improving the
industry in the manner I mentioned?

It is not my intention to delay the House. This
is a small measure; and I indicate that the
Opposition does not oppose it.

MR KASSELL (Cottesloe-Minister for Police
and Prisons) [5,55 p.m.]: I thank the Opposition
and the member for Avon for their support of the
legislation.

To respond to the points made by the member
for Avon, I explain that the standards for motor
driving instructors are maintained at a uniformly
high level in this State through the operations of
the National Safety Council, which is an
accredited body for the purpose of administering
the examinations for the examiners. That is a
matter which is regarded very seriously by the
police and the National Safety Council.

Mr Mclver: When you were overseas, did you
have an opportunity to see how they operate in
other countries that you visited during the last
recess?

Mr HASSELL: I was not looking at driving
instructors. I was looking at the driving
programmes in high schools.

The point about standards that the member
made is important. We do not have cause For
concern on that. However, everybody is not happy
about the industry. The member for Avon
mentioned thec statistics for the number of
authorised or licensed instructors compared with
the number of vehicles. He drew the conclusion, if
I am interpreting his remarks correctly, that most
of those people are employed in driving schools.
That is not the ease. Most of those people are
independent operators who run part-time small
operations as driving schools themselves. It is for
that reason that the industry is somewhat
difficult, and one in which the long-established
companies and firms feel sometimes that they are
subject to unfair competition from backyard
operators.
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It is difficult to work out an easy solution.
Normally one could restrict these things in a
reasonable way by imposing a standard. We
would have to eliminate people who wanted only
to act iii a casual way, and who did not incur the
overheads of setting up an establishment, and so
on-

We have a proper standard in this industry, and
it is enforced, but it does not operate to exclude
casual, part-time, and backyard Operators.
However, it does make things difficult for those
who genuinely are in the industry on a full-time
basis. That has been the subject of examination
by me. I have received deputations from people in
that regard. The point is well taken; and it has not
been overlooked by me. As I say, there is not an
easy solution unless we are prepared to say, quite
blatantly. that we will exclude people from the
industry and restrict the number who can come
in. That would require extensive regulatory
machinery: and we would have to decide who are
the borderline eases. Then it becomes a very
difficult operation. and not one which is welcomed
by many people.

I thank the Opposition for its support of the
Bill, which I commend to the House.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without debate,

reported without amendment, and the report
adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr Hassell

(Minister for Police and Prisons), and transmitted
to the Council.

SUPERANNUATION AND FAMILY
BENEFITS AMENDMENT DILL

Returned
Bill returned from the Council without

amendment.
SKELETON WEED AND

RESISTANT GRAIN INSECTS
(ERADICATION FUNDS) AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

Debate resumed from 6 May.
MR EVANS (Warren) 16.02 p.m.). This could

be described as a procedural or machinery Bill
designed to extend the provisions of the Skeleton
Weed and Resistant Grain insects (Eradication
Funds) Act for a further three years.

The Opposition supports the Bill, because it is
essential to the operations of the grain growers of

Western Australia. Firstly. the Bill relates to the
eradication of skeleton weed. It would be
extremely regrettable if grain growers in Western
Australia found themselves in a position
analogous to that of growers in the Eastern States
where skeleton weed is a major prublem and large
sums of money are expended in its eradication. it
is important that we do not allow the problem to
develop to such an extent in this State.

The Minister has outlined clearly the nature of
the problems caused by skeleton weed and he
implied it was necessary that we maintain
vigilance in this regard. He mentioned also that
funds are necessary to provide compensation.

When the Act was passed originally, the
implications of skeleton weed in this State were
debated at great length, as occurred also in
relation to previous amendments to the
legislation. Therefore, there is little I can add to
what has been said already.

Secondly, the Bill seeks 'to deal with the
existence of resistant grain insects which create
problems greater than most people realise. Many
overseas countries have a nil tolerance to insect-
infected grain and, were a shipment of such grain
to be exported to a country of that nature, heavy
damages would need to be paid by us or it would
be necessary to discount severely the infected
grain.

Malathion has been the main pesticide used to
eradicate these insects, because it is acceptable to
all countries to which we export. It would be
unfortunate if it became necessary for us to use
DDT or some other more stringent agricultural
chemical for this purpose, because such pesticides
have a residual effect which would diminish our
export market.

It is very difficult to maintain the effective use
of a particular chemical for an extended period.
On occasions, some farmers do not properly carry
out their eradication programmes and the insects
are dosed inadequately and develop at resistance
,or immunity to the poison. As a result, that
particular chemical is rendered useless and must
be replaced with an alternative pesticide.
Scientists endeavour to keep one jump ahead of
the situation all the lime. However, the
importance of this measure should not be
underestimated. It always has had the support of
the producer organisations and, since the
introduction of the legislation, they have accepted
the need for a levy which has remained on the
basis of a contribution of $30 by each person who
produces more than 30 tonnes of grain or seed.
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The Opposition recognises the need for
legislation of this nature and supports its
continued operation (or a further three years.

MR OLD (Katanning-Minister for
Agriculture) [6.07 p.m.]: I thank the honourable
member for his support of the Bill and the
remarks he made in respect of the problems being
experienced not only with skeleton weed, but also
with resistant insects.

This is an important piece of legislation, the
provisions of which are renewed every three years.
It has the support of the rural organisations and I
commend it to the House.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee. Ce.
Bill passed through Committee without debate,

reported without amendment, and the report
adopted.

Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr Old
(Minister for Agriculture), and transmitted to the
Council.

Sitting suspended from & JO to 7.30 p.m.

QUESTIONS
Questions were taken at this stage during which

the member for Kalgoorlie was named and
suspended froi) the service of the House (See
pages 1 788 to 1789).

FIRE BRIGA DES AMENDMENT BILL

In Committiee
Resumed from I I May. The Deputy Chairman

of Committees (Mr Watt) in the Chair; Mr
Hassell (Minister for Police and Prisons) in
charge of the Bill.

Clause 3: Section 4 amended-
Progress was reported after the clause had been

partly considered.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 4 and 5 put and passed.
Clause 6: Section 8A inserted-
Mr JAMIESON: In my name on the notice

paper are several amendments to this clause. The
first amendment seeks to delete from page 4, line
4, the figure -7" and substitute the figure "Y'.
This clause relates to the appointment of a new
officer proposed under this Bill. It is quite
unnecessary to have this executive chairman
appointed for seven years. For instance, if he were
appointed now as a result of this legislation. it
would be the third Parliament from now before

another appointment could be made. This is far
too long in the life of such an appointment and it
seems quite unnecessary. Five years would be
more appropriate and at least it would bring it
into the life of not the following Parliament, but
the one after. I know that that seems a long way
off. However. it would be a Fair enough period.
but to extend it to seven years is taking it too far
into the future. I do not know whether the
Minister has had the experience of where a person
appointed to a job leaves it before his time has
expired. In cases of this kind the person has had
to be paid off and it becomes quite expensive in
terms of the public purse.

Very often in such a case a person is appointed
for the maximum period and nothing can be done
about it regardless of how good or bad that person
may be in carrying out his duties. A person is
rarely dismissed from his duties. If a lesser term
were given it would keep the person appointed
more on the ball and he would apply himself to
the task to which the Parliament expects. I move
an amend ment-

Page 4, line 4-Delete the figure "7" and
substitute the figure -5".

Mr HASSELL: In response to the member for
Wclshpool the position is that the seven-year term
was deliberately chosen after consideration of a
five-year term. I would like to explain the reason
to the member for Welshpool and I know he may
not accept it, but it is a perfectly legitimate
reason. It is, of course, a question of judgment as
to how long one may want to put sonicone in that
position. I point out to the member for Welshpool
that in many cases where an appointment as head
of a department is made the appointment is
effective for life and one never has the option to
move a head of a department.

Mr Jamieson. But they are usually people who
are appointed through the Civil Service and you
have some background on them.

Mr HASSELL: Sometimes they are relatively
young and it does represent a long-term
appointment. Last night I made it clear that I
have no particular person in mind for this position
and I never have had. What I do have in mind is
that we should appoint a very good person to this
position because if he is going to achieve what we
want hiMf to achieve he must be a good man. I
would like that person to be drawn from the
private sector or from the public sector and he
could very well be in the younger age bracket, not
necessarily from the older age bracket.

I believe there is an assumption in some of the
rumours floating around that a person who is
about to retire is intended to be appointed. That is
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not the intention of the
intention of the Government
right man and hopefully that
the things we wish of him.

Government. The
is to appoint the
right man will do

When it comes to appointing a young man from
the non-Government sector one does not have a
lot to offer him if the term of his appointment is
only five years. Members must bear in mind that
he obviously has to give up a good position and
make a commitment for a term and at the end of
it he is left with nothing. He cannot be
guaranteed a reappointment and there is no
special fund available to give him a generous
retirement allowance-I am not suggesting that
one should. However, that illustrates the difficulty
if we appoint a man in the age bracket of 40 to 45
years who is in the midst of his career and at the
end of five years he has effectively got nowhere to
go if a reappointment is not made. We are simply
trying to make the term a little longer to make
the position more attractive. It does not solve the
problem. That is the reason for the seven-year
appointment. The question of how many terms of
Parliament were involved was not the issue.

We really are looking for the right man to do
this job. The Fire brigade provides a very
important service and that service must be under
the guidance of someone who will do what needs
to be done in the many areas of its operation. I do
not know whether it will be possible to make the
initial appointment for a relatively short period. I
have contemplated this matter, although I will not
take advice on it until the circumstances are such
that we can do so. I am envisaging an
appointment of' a year or two subject to the very
clear understanding of reappointment after that
time if the appointee is doing the job we want him
to do. I cannot say that is definite because the
Circumstances may not permit it. I want us to
have the maximum options to get the right man
for the job. It is for that reason that the
Government cannot accept this amendment.
although we have considered the matter along the
way in our deliberations.

Mr JAMIESON: The Minister's explanation
does not help a great deal. If anything, it
strengthens my suggestion that the appointment
should be for five years rather than for seven. The
Minister indicated that the Government will
consider a short-term appointment with the option
of an appointment for a further period. If the
initial appointment is for a short period,' and if the
appointee is not the right man for the job, all the
aspects mentioned by the Minister will go down
the drain, anyway. We could not tolerate such a
person for the time envisaged. It could happen
that the person appointed to the job finds that the

job is too much for him and he may resort to
alcohol to cope with his problems. It would then
be very difficult for the Government to sack him.
This sort of thing has happened on a number of
occasions where outside people have been
appointed to the Civil Service.

It is very difficult for the Government to let it
be known that a certain person is an alcoholic.
However, if the term is of reasonable length, but
not too long, the appointee will have time to prove
that he can perform his duties competently, and if
he is not doing this, he can he let down gently. In
this way everyone is satisfied with the situation. It
is far too much to expect the State to carry a
person for seven years if he proves to be a
problem. For these reasons. I ask the Committee
to support my amendment.

Mr HASSELL: I have attempted to explain
very clearly to the member for Welshpool the very
deliberate reasoning of the Goverment in putting
forward this particular arrangement. It was not
done by accident-it was deliberate for the
reasons I have stated. We sought to give ourselves
options in relation to the person who will fill this
position. It is a vital position when we have regard
for the well-being of the fire brigades in the
future. Therefore, we cannot accept the
amendment.

Amendment put
following result-

Mr Barnctt
Mr Carr
Mr Davies
Mr Evans
Mr Harman
Mr Hodge
Mr Jamieson

Mr Blaikic
Mr Clarko
Mr Cowan
M r Coyne
Mr Grayden
Mr C rewar
Mr Hassell
Mr Herzfeld
Mr Laurance
Mr O'Connor
Mr Old

Ayes
Mr Parker
Mr Bryce
Mr Grill
Mr Bridge
Mr Brian Burke
Mr Terry Burke
M rGordon Hill

and a division taken with the

Ayes 14
M r T. H. Jones
Mr Mclver
Mr Pearce
M r A. D. Taylor
MrTonkin
Mr Wilson
Mr Bateman

Noes 21
Mr Rushton
Mr Shalders
Mr Sibson
Mr Sodemnan
Mr Spriggs
Mr Trethowan
Mr Tubby
Mr Williams
Mr Young
Mr Nanovich

Pairs
Nocs

Mr MacKinnon
Dr Dadour
Mrs Craig
Mr P. V. Jones
Mr Mensaros
Mr Crane
Mr Court

(Teller)

(Teller)

Amendment thus negatived.
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Mr JAMIESON: I wish to move another
amendment to this clause, and I will explain my
reasons before I actually move it. It appears from
what the Minister has told us that the person to
fill this position will need good qualifications.
During the second reading debate the Minister
said that the appointee will not receive anything
like 150 000 a year.

Mr H-assell: I did not say that, I said it would
not cost an extra $50 000. 1 said I did not think it
would, because there is quite a bit to take off.

Mr JAMIESON: So we have an admission
from the Minister that $50 000 a year would not
be an unreasonable salary.

Mr Hassell: No.
Mr JAM IESON: The Minister cannot have it

both ways. Either the appointee will be paid
around $50 000 a year or he will not be.

Mr Hassell:, I do not know what the Salary will
be.

Mr JAMIESON: If the appointee has the
ability to control such an Organisation, the salary
would be in that vicinity. One need look only at
the determinations of the Salaries and Allowances
Tribunal to see the salary paid to such people as
the Director of the Department of Corrections.
Probably the person we are looking for will have
more men under his control'than has the Director
of the Department of Corrections.

Mr Hatssell: A lot more, I think in the
Department of Corrections.

Mr JAMIESONJ: At the present time the
director receives a salary of $49 476 a year plus
an allowance of $750 a year. That is in the
$50 000 a year bracket-the lowest salary level
determined by the tribunal which comprises Sir
Kenneth Townsing. Mr F. R. Cross. and Mr P. S.
Lodge. If the person appointed is in the class 2
category. the salary is $52 000 plus with a $1 500
allowance. That seems to be about the salary we
are looking at. I cannot see the reason for the
Minister's insisting on the provision as proposed
in the Bill as follows-

on such terms and conditions as are
determined by the Minister after
consultation with the Public Service Board:,

The salaries of people in the higher categories of
the public service arc not dealt with by the Public
Service Board. It seems ludicrous that we are now
to appoint an officer who is to receive special
treatment. He will be able to enter into an
arrangement with the Minister and presumably
with the Chairman of the Public Service Board
who, of course, is in the top salary bracket. The
chairman may agree to a reasonably high salary.

but I do not think he would agree to the salary he
himself receives which is $60 353 a year plus
$2 000 allowances. However, there is a fair
tolerance between the highest and lowest salary
determined by the tribunal.

The Minister of the day will be in an invidious
position if be has to recommend some particular
salary. The sensible course to follow would be to
agree to my foreshadowed amendment to delete
this particular subparagraph and to substitute the
following-

on such salary and allowances as arc
determined for the office pursuant to the
Salaries and Allowances Act 1975.

I have chosen those words because they are the
words used in the Industrial Arbitration Act of
1979, it seems a reasonable proposition to Use the
words already in an Act applying to many of
these categories to which I have referred, the
categories which are exempted from the
provisions of the Public Service Board.

I suggest it would be wise for the Minister to
accept this amendment so that we know who has
the responsibility for determining the salary.
rather than that the determination of the salary
be left with the Minister in consultation with the
Public Service Board. In practice the consultation
would probably be with the Public Service
Commissioner. The board itself may meet to
discuss such a matter, but it would be very
undesirable for the head Of a11 department such as
the one we are proposing to be out of line with the
salary arrangements applying under the
provisions of the Salaries and Allowances Act.
For those reasons, I move an amendment-

Page 4-Delete subparagraph (ii) with a
view to substituting the following-

(ii) on such salary and allowances as
are determined for the office pursuant to
the Salaries and Allowances Act 1975.

Mr HASSELL: The member for Welshpool
raised this matter last night during the second
reading debate, and 1 have given consideration to
it since then. I believe that the suggestion he is
putting forward is one we should consider.
However, I am advised that if this is what we
wish to do. we should not do it in this way,

Let me deal first with the broad issue, and then
wtth the drafting point. The broad issue is how we
determine the salary and emoluments to be paid
to the newly- to-be-a ppoi nted full-time executive
chairman of the Fire Brigades Board. The
situation Of the Fire Brigades Board is a little
different from that in most Government
departments and instrumentalities. A significant
proportion of the board's funding comes from
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sources other than the Govern ment-local
government contributions and a levy collected by
insurance companies. Therefore it genuinely can
be described as not being totally a governmental
situation. We should not apply the Government
rules willy-nilly without regard for that
circumstance, and we have not done so in other
areas. I would expect when the level of salary is
being settled, consultation would take place with
the Fire Brigades Board as to what it should be. It
is usual for the Public Service Board to be
involved in these matters as the adviser to the
Government.

However. I have pursued the matter overnight
and I am advised that the member for
Welshpool's amendment is not appropriate to
achieve the result he wants, if the Government
should decide to proceed in that way. The Salaries
and Allowances Act 1975 provides in section
6 (i) (e) that the tribunal has the power to i nquire
into and determine the remuneration to be paid
to-

..a person holding any other office of a
Cull-time nature, created or established under
a law of the State, that is prescribed for the
purposes of this section..

It then goes on to exclude officers covered by an
award. If we want to proceed in the way
suggested by the member for Welshpool it is
necessary for us to prescribe it as an office only
under the Salaries and Allowances Act. I am
advised that would be the correct way to do it.
Because of the particular circumstances of the
Fire Brigades Board I will not say to the member
for Welshpool that we accept his proposition, but
I think it is a sensible one and I undertake to
pursue it to see whether we should proceed in that
way. I do not accept the amendment, but I accept
the idea.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: (Mr Watt): I
want to clarify with the member for Welshpool
the comments he made when he last spoke. He
said he had some amendments on the notice
paper, but he wanted to make some comments
before he moved them. I am not sure whether in
fact he did move an amendment.

Mr JAMIESON: Yes, I did. Mr Deputy
Chairman. I indicated that I wanted to have
deleted the words as set out on the notice paper.

The explanation by the Minister is scarcely
satisfactory. I do not see that the wording of my
amendment can be very wrong. It would make the
salaries tribunal the body to make the
determinations. The wording of the Bill at present
sets the Minister up in an arbitrary position to
determine this salary. I do not think any Minister

should be put in that position, and in no
circumstances when dealing with a high echelon
person. If it is a matter, for example, of the
Governor's salary where there is a statutory
requirement to have it dealt with by an Act of
Parliament, that may be all right. But in other
eases we should rely on tribunals to set salaries in
the same way as lower echelon salaries arc set,
whether by the arbitration system or the Public
Service Board. They are not set by the Minister.

ItI is not his right, nor does he have the expertise
to j udge what a salary should be. It is wrong to
put him in that position.

if the person whose salary was being
determined was a friend of the Minister he might
recommend a higher salary than he would for a
person who was not his friend. I am not saying
that will happen, but it leaves the way open for a
charge against the Minister that he is not playing
the game correctly. He may be doing everything
correctly, but it may not appear that way to the
public. The Minister said he sees a lot of merit in
the amendment and that it is probably the way it
would be done under that section of the Salaries
and Allowances Act 1975. However, he did not
give a final assurance and it is left to the Minister
of the day to make a determination after
consultation with the Public Service Board.

It does not say that he shall accept its advice or
that it shall accept his advice. It gives the
Minister the power to make a judgment on what a
salary should be, and it should not be his
responsibility. I think the terms of the proposed
amendment are far better than those in the Bill
and I must insist on my proposal.

Mr HASSELL: I am sorry the member for
Welshpool will not accept my offer in relation to
his amendment. I made the offer in good faith
and I took advice on the matter overnight. The
Bill does not do anything unusual, as he knows, It
is not an unusual provision.

Mr Jamieson: Where does it occur in any other
Act?

Mr HASSELL: I cannot recite it off the top of
my head, but I am advised it is not unusual. I
cannot believe the member for Wclshpool is
suggesting that the Minister be bound by Statute
to accept the advice of the board or any other
department. The usual role is for the Minister to
make the decision and he has to take
responsibility for it.
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Amendment put
following result-

Mr Barnett
Mr Carr
Mr Davies
%Ir Evans
Mr Hlarman
Mr Gordon H ill
Mr Hodge
M r Jamieson

Mr Blaikic
Mr Clarko
Mr Cowan
Mr Coyne
Mr Grayden
Mr Grewar
Mr H-assell
Mr Hlerzfeld
Mr Laurance
Mr O'Connor
Mr Old

Ay'es
Mr Parker
M.1r Bryce
Mr Grill
M r Bridge
Mr Brian Burke
iMr Terry Burke
Mr Bertram

and a division taken with the

Ayes 15
M rT. H. Jones
Mr Mclver
Mr Pearce
M r A. D. Taylor
Mir Tonkin
Mr Wilson
Mr Bateman

(Teller)
Noes 22

Mr Rushton
Mr Shalders
Mr Sibson
Mr Sodeman
Mr Spriggs
Mr Stephens
Mr Tretthowan
Mr Tubby
Mr Williams
Mlr Young
Mr Nanovich

(Teller)
Pairs

Noes
Mrt MacKinnon
Dr Dadour
Mrs Craig
Mr P. V. Jones
Mr Mensaros
Mr Crane
Mr Court

Amendment thus negatived.

Mr JAMIESON: The other amendment I
proposed to move in this clause was associated
with the first amendment. For that reason I do
not intend to proceed with it.

Clause put and passedl.
Clauses 7 to I7 put and passed.
Clause I8: Section 29 amended-
Mr HASSELL: The amendment standing i n

my name is a technical amendment intended to
clear up what was perceived to be a drafting
error. It makes no material difference to t he
intent of the section. I move-

Page 9, line I 2-Delete the passage "Act
1979" and substitute the following-

Act 1979 or of any relevant award or
agreement under the Public Service
Arbitration Act 1966.

Mr JAMIESON: Just to show how easy I am
to get along with by comparison with the
Minister. I indicate we agree with this
proposition.

Mr HASSIELL: I thank the member for
Welshpool for his support for this amendment.

Amendment put and passed.
MR HASSELL: I move an amendment-

Page 9. line 30-Delete the figures "1979"
and substitute the following passage-

1979 or of any relevant award or
agreement under the Public Service
Arbitration Act 1966.

Mr JAMIESON: I am glad we got it right this
time. These short cuts could cause problems in the
future. I support the amendment.

Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.

Clause 19 put and passed.
Clause 20: Section 33A inserted-
Mr JAM IESON: I move an amendment-

Page 10, line 23-Delete the passage "Ijf,"
with a view to substituting other words.

Here we are dealing with the scope and duties
conferred upon the board by section 35 of the
Act, and later I intend to move to add a new.
clause to cover the position we want covered.

Earlier, when debating the second reading of
the Bill, I mentioned that the fire brigade now
conducts functions other than those which are
normally its duties. When people are involved in
accidents members of the fire brigade are
sometimes called on to assist them, and we agree
that this is a very humane and responsible duty
that the fire fighters should continue to carry out.

However, the Bill as it stands does not give the
members of the Fire brigade who carry out these
life-saving functions any coverage in case of
something untoward happening.

Mr Davies: What about cats up trees?
Mr JAMIESON: Members of the fire brigade

carry out many different functions. Sometimes
they are called upon to assist people who are
trapped in drains where gas may be present. This
sort of thing is really outside their normal duties,
but it has become one of their everyday civil
responsibilities. It is desirable that they continue
to fulfil these functions. However, the scope of the
Act should be widened to cover these men while
they are in these situations. They need lawful
cover. We intend to delete the phrase "If." with a
view later to inserting the passage. "Within the
scope of the duties conferred upon the board by
section 35 if,". Subsequent to achieving that I will
move to insert a new clause 23 so that these men
will be properly covered.

Mr HASSELL: There are two points to be
made to this group of amendments proposed by
the member for Wclshpool. The first is that there
seems to be an error in the drafting of the
amendment in that reference is made to section
35 of the principal Act. That section does not
confer responsibilities on the board. but relates to
the making of regulations. It opens with the
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words, "The Governor may make regulations for
all or any of the following purposes"

Mr Jamieson: It should be section 25. Yes, it is
a drafting error.

Mr HASSELL: A substantive issue then to
which I should refer is the general proposition
contained in this group of amendments.

The work undertaken by firemen outside direct
fire-fighting duties is of tremendous value to the
community and is very greatly valued by those
people who are the beneficiaries of such actions.
When I recently visited fare stations I was
impressed with the dedication of the men who
work such equipment as the "jaws of life" and the
associated equipment, even to the extent that they
have specially fitted out rescue vehicles to do this
work. Obviously this equipment is held only in the
larger centres, although I am aware of country
towns where local organisations have raised
money to equip their fire brigades with life-saving
equipment.

Certainly there has been no policy that the fire
brigades ought not carry out this work. Indeed,
many people in the community are thaAkful that
it is carried out.

There are three aspects to this work: The road
traffic accident rescues, the incidents involving
hazardous materials, and the rescues and things
of that nature. I do pay tribute to the men
involved.

However, it is considered by the Government,
on advice received from the administration itself,
that these amendments put together are
premature. Considerable discussion on these
issues is currently taking place. We have to be
careful we do not duplicate by Statute the role of
the traffic police or the obligations of the St. John
Ambulance, the health services, or any of the
other existing services. What is proposed is
considered premature prior to the finalisation of
full consideration of these matters, which has
been going on for some time.

There is no intention to change what is being
done. There is no plan to discontinue funding or
anything of that nature. However, it is not in the
best interests of the rescue services generally and
the Government services generally to insert this
provision now. Especially, it is not considered
desirable to insert it in such wide and general
terms.

I have a very complete understanding of what
the member for Welshpool proposes. As with
other things that emanate from his long
experience of Government, his proposition is
clearly based on understanding. However. I
cannot accept the amendment at this time. I can

assure him only that work to resolve these issues
is continuing and in the fullness of time will be
brought to a conclusion.

Mr JAMIESON: I must apologise for the
drafting error, although if my amendment were
followed through it could be seen that reference is
made to section 25A. The following is the new
section I had hoped to insert at a later stage-

25A. In addition to the duties specified in
section twenty-five the Board shall have the
duty to, and the Chief Fire Officer shall,
whenever possible take such measures as arc
thought proper for the protection and saving
of life and property in emergency situations
whether or not there is a fire.

The Minister agreed the fire brigade should carry
out these functions. Howver, the fire brigade
personnel themselves, although prepared to
undertake this work, understand that they have
no lawful coverage while carrying out these
functions. Should something happen wvhile they
are doing this work they realise that they are in
fact outside the law and outside the scope of the
present Act, so they could be in trouble.
Individual firemen could be sued because this
work is not covered by the Act. It could happen
that in a particular situation where it was
necessary to move a vehicle which was in a
precarious position, someone could be hurl or
killed because of their actions, and they would not
be covered.

It is desirable that the Act be amended in such
a way that no-one would be in a poor situation as
a result of his carrying out his duty or public
service while under the jurisdiction of the Fire
Brigades Board. That is the problem as we see it.
I have raised this matter and if the problem
occurs in the future the responsibility rests with
the Minister and the Government because they
are not prepared to do anything about it.

This is a desirable amendment to the Fire
Brigades Act because it will cover something
which the Minister admits is taking place, but
which is not covered under the legislation. This
amendment is worth while and should be
supported by members.

Mr HASSELL: I think-and I emphasise the
word "think" because I am not prepared to be
absolute-everything the member for Welshpool
said is correct, except his suggestion that we are
not prepared to do anything about it. That is not
correct. We are prepared to do something about
it. A great deal of work has been done
departmentally on this matter, and even in the
time I have been in charge of the fire brigade.
when matters such as this have been brought to
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my attention, steps have been taken. I have never
resisted taking steps to give men proper protection
while (hey arc carrying out their duties. We have
not finished the work on this matter.

I do not chink the member for Welshpool can
point to any fireman who has been allowed to
surfer.

M r Janieson: No. no case yet.
Mr HASSELL: If this amendment were

accepted. I am not sure that it would provide a
cover either, I do not believe it would. It might
authorise a fireman to do the job, but I do not see
any section in the Act which states he is not liable
for it because it is authorised. We arc certainly
prepared to do something about it. I do not think
the member for Welshpool would Find that there
have been cases where liability has arisen and
where the firemen have not been protected. There
can be no doubt chat all cases will be fairly dealt
with.

Mr Jamieson: It is an authority to give them
the protection.

Mr HASSELL: These matters are dealt with
and where there is no other cover, they are dealt
with by way of an ex gralia payment. I have such
cases come to me in connection with policemen
and prison officers. I do not remember having a
case in relation to a fireman in my time.

Mr DAVIES: I am a little surprised the
Minister has not agreed to have these matters put
right in the legislation. We believe it to be a real
protection which is required. It appears to me that
the Minister has no) submitted the matter to the
Crown Law Department for opinion. He seems to
be wanting an argument in his attitude towards
the proposed amendment. There are some grey
areas-

Mr Hassell: I think that is a bit rough. I have
not been wanting in argument. I said I did not
think the amendment would achieve what the
member for Welshpool wanted and we were not
ready to do it right now.

Mr DAVIES: The Minister said he is wanting
to do something i n th is rega rd a nd is hopi ng to do
something in regard to it.

Mr Hassell: I said it has been going on for a
long time.

Mr DAVIES: Will the Minister do something
with it or does he feel it is a point that has been
overlooked, therefore, he is not in a position to
accept the amendment on this occasion? I would
have thought that having agreed with the member
for Welshpool about 95 per cent, having told us
that something has been done about it, that now
the matter has been looked into, and that he has

acknowledged that it is of interest to the
department. it is not unreasonable that he should
take this opportunity to write the amendment into
the legislation.

One of the greatest problems is with public
buildings. The department of the Minister for
Health is responsible for a building until such
time as it is opened and then the responsibility is
that of the Fire Brigades Board.

The Perth Concert Hall almost did not open on
time because the Public Health Department had
passed all the fire-fighting and fire prevention
equipment and arrangements which were
required. according to that department:, but the
day it was to open. the Fire Brigades Board said it
would close it down because it did not meet its
standards. Presumably, that position still persists
because we had the situation with the Education
Department, as reported in this evening's
newspaper. The building does not comply with the
regulations because it is a Government
department.

I am sure the Minister would wish to ensure
that it does comply with the regulations, in every
possible way. On 20 April the Minister for
Education showed reluctance to enter into the
debate because inefficiency was brought to light
and he felt it was not his responsibilcy because he
was only a tenant of the building which was
owned by the Superannuation Board. That was
quite correct, but since that time he has become
the principal tenant in the building and should
have been made Very much aware of its
deficiencies.

Mr Clarko: We are obviously concerned, but it
is not our prime responsibility. It is not our
responsibility to create and establish a fire-
fighting system in a building which is not ours.

Mr DAVIES: I think it is the Minister's
responsibility, since it is under his jurisdiction, to
ensure the building is adequately protected.

Mr Clarko: I totally agree with that. It was not
our building. We just moved into the building,
which was a new one.

Mr DAVIES: The Minister will note from the
transcript that I have just acknowledged that. The
Minister was naturally reluctant to cake any
responsi bil icy.

Mr Clarko: We could not -take responsibility
that the lights were working, at that stage.

Mr DAV IES: There is no argument on that. I
am saying that in three weeks we would have
liked more progress in regard to the safety of
employees. If tonight's Press report is correct
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there is need for concern. Let us hope a fire does
not occur while the dispute continues.

Mr Clarko: I think McMahon said the building
was safe in broad terms.

Mr DAVIES: Let us hope all broad people in
the building are safe too. It seems strange to me
that a matter of continuing public debate has not
brought about certain precautions which are
required. The authority should ensure that
precautions arc taken.

The firemen need to know what their powers
are and the likely outcome of any instructions
they are given. They know they have to take the
blame if they put a foot wrong, but they should
know also that they have the protection, if it is
needed.

We have the position of Government buildings
not having to comply with regulations. I do not
know how a building could get to a stage of being
okayed, because we have the situation where it is
under the jurisdiction of the Public Health
Department until the doors are opened.

We have found an error in our city and'we have
the opportunity to write into the legislation
something which we all agree on and something
which needs to be done.

Mr JAMIESON: Another aspect associated
with this clause which has caused me concern and
which I mentioned in the course of the second
reading debate relates to the additional powers
given to the chief officer or an officer authorised
by the board to take certain action.

We would like some assurance-and we could
tidy up the matter by accepting this
amendment-that the activity is non-political and
non-industrial in nature. We do not wish the
board to be placed in a position , similar to that
which may occur with the Police Force, wvhen
action is taken to close a building or clear part of
it for 48 hours. This rather long clause states that
part of the building can be closed off for 48 hours,
or any corridor or door etc.. can be closed off. It
would appear that this is a rather extensi ve power
and I would not like it to be used as an extension
of section 54B of the Police Aet.

I would like to have the Minister's absolute
assurance that it is not intended that the powers
could be used in this way. The fire brigade is not
the keeper of the peace and is not trained for that
purpose, so it could not be expected to do that;
yet, the provisions under this clause seem to giv
powers which could be converted to that catist.

If that is to be the case there could be situations
we would not like to witness. I ask the Minister to
give some thought to this and to give us a reply as

to how he sees that this power could be prevented
from being used in a political or industrial way.

Mr HASSELL: I said last night that I did not
comprehend the fear of the member for
Welshpool. I still do not. If ever there were a
drafting which is clear in its intent, surely it is
this.

I refer the member for Welshpool to the
commencing words of proposed new section 33A.
A lot of misinterpretation has been placed on the
meaning of section 54B of the Police Act, where it
is clear the Commissioner of Police is constrained
by the language of that Act; many people do not
seem to think so. The language contained in this
proposed new section is even more restrictive.
This section has no possible intention of being
used in the case of industrial disputation. It is
concerned only with the safety of people in public
places; the thought that it may be used in relation
to industrial disputations never crossed my mind.

In all honesty, and having regard to the men
involved in the fire services, I would have thought
that if we were trying to break a strike, or do
something of that nature, they would be the last
people to whom we could turn. Certainly, it was
not my intention to write in some provision
containing undreamt-of powers to deal with
industrial disputation. This proposed new section
is about safety; it is directed at safety.

I would have thought that if anyone would
object to these sections, it might be the owners of
buildings concerned about the power given to fire
officers in relation to these premises. We have
been prepared to introduce provisions which have
put safety ahead of those rights, subject to the
need for the most "extreme" of those
powers-namely, the closure power-being used
only under the jurisdiction of the court except for
the immediate purpose of protection of the public.
That is what it is about: there is no
intention-and quite frankly, I cannot read into
the Bill such an intention-to deal with anything
but safety.

The member for Victoria Park raised the issue
of fire safety in Government buildings. That issue
is not dealt with in the amendments before us;
however, I acknowledge that that, too, relates to
an area in which there might be some doubts and
deficiencies. As I have said, we and the Fire
Brigades Board believe many aspects of the Fire
Brigades Act and its regulations must be reviewed
jn :1- -- t,, enP lime. The intention is that peop!>:
involved in the new structure of the board-in
particular, the new full-tine executive
chairman-would become very much involved
within a reasonable time in putting to the
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Government proposals to upgrade the Act.
However, that cannot be done overnight, much as
we would like to move quickly, for the simple
reason that several departments and services are
involved, and they must be consulted and their
views considered.

In the case even of proposed new section 33A,
we have taken action which cuts across
established provisions and procedures which apply
under the Health Act. It was felt for the sake of
ensuring public safety. we should cut through
those provisions and cover the situation for the
time being. As I have intimated, work on that
area will continue.

I suppose a great deal of these problems relate
to the fact that the fire brigades have developed in
a strange historical way; they are the creatures of
the insurance companies, not of the Government.
They have been developed aver a long time. It is
only in recent years that they have assumed such
a prominent position-not that they have not
always been prominent in the fighting of ires-in
the essential services area.

Some of these issues must be resolved, and I
hope they will be resolved. I see this as a first step
towards the complete updating of the legislation
with a view to improving the administration,
industrial relations, and a tot of other things. We
have a good fire service. Despite the fact we
might have "clanky" legislative machinery, no-
one could suggest the buildings are not adequate.
In fact, in the case of the headquarters of the fire
brigades, they might be described even as
"lavish.-

Mr Davies: I'll bet they are no more lavish than
your office, or the office of the Minister for
Conservation and the Environment.

Mr H-IASSELL: They have a few more facilities
than I have in my office or, indeed, than are to be
found in the whole of the Treasury building.

As I say, although the legislative machinery
may be '"elanky". the buildings and, certainly, the
equipment are quite up-to-date. The training of
the men is first rate, and the job they do when it
comes to saving lives and detecting and fighting
fires also is up-to-date.

Amendment put and a division taken with the
following result-

Mr Barnett
Mr Carr
Mr Davicas
Mr Evans
Mr Hlarman
Mr Gordon Htill
Mr H-odge
M r Ja mie±on

Ayes I5
Mr T. I-. Jones
Mr Mclver
Mr Pea rce
M r A. D. Taylor
Mr Tonkin
Mr Wilson
Mr Bateman

(Teller)

Mr Blaikie
Mr Clarko
Mr Coyne
Mr Grayden
Mr Grewar
Mr Hassell
M r Hecrzfeld
Mr Lauranice
M r O'Connor
Mr Old

Ayes
Mr Parker
M r Bryce
Mr Grill
Mr Bridge
Mr Brian Burke
Mr Terry Burke
Mr Bertram

INoes 2 0
Mr Rushion
M r Shalders
Mr Sibson
M r Sodemnan
Mr Spriggs
M r T ret howarn
Mr Tubby
Mr Williams
Mr Young
Mr Nanovich

Pairs
Noes

Mr MacKinnon
Dr Dadour
Mrs Craig
Mr P. V. Jones
Mr Mensaros
Mr Crane
Mr Court

(Teller)

Amendment thus negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 21 and 22 put and passed.
New clause 23-

Mr JAMIF-SON: I move-

Pa ge 16-Add after clause 22 -the
following new clause to Stand as clause 23.-

23. The Principal Act is amended by
inserting after section 25, the following
section-

-25A. In addition to the duties
specified in section twenty-five the
Board shall have the duty to, and
the. Chief Fire Officer shall.
whenever possible take such
measures as are thought proper for
the protection and saving of life and
Property in emergency situations
whether or not there is a fire."

New clause put
following result-

Mr Barnett
M r Carr
Mr Davies
Mr Evans
Mr Harmani
Mr Gordon H-ill
Mr Hodge
M r Ja nieson

Mr Blaikic
M r Cla rko
Mr Coyne
Mr Grayden
Mr Crewar
Mr Hassell
Mr Herzfeld
Mr Laurane
M r O'Connor
IMr Old

and a division taken with the

Ayes 15
M r T. H. Jones
Mr Melver
M r Pearce
Mir A. D. Taylor
Mr Tonkin
M r WilIson
Mlr Bateman

(Teller)
Noes 20

Mr Rushton
M r Shalde r%
Mr Sibson
Mr Sodeman
MJr Spriggs
Mr Trethowan
Mr Tubby
Mr Williams
Mr Young
Mr Nanovieb

(Tdfllr)
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Pairs
Ayes Noes

Mr Parker Mr MacKinnon
Mr Bryce Dr Dadour
Mr Bridge Mrs Craig
Mr Grill Mr P. V. Jones
Mr Brian Burke Mr Mensaros
Mr Terry Burke MrCraric
Mr Bertram MrCouri
New clause thus negatived.
Title put and passed.

Report
Bill reported, with amendments, and the report

adopted.
Third Reading

MR HASSELL (Cottesloc-Minister for
Police and Prisons) [9.35 p.m.]: I move-

That the Bill be now read a third time.
I wish to respond to a point raised last night by
the member for Welshpool. He suggested that the
effect of the Bill as drafted would be to make the
chief officer a Government employee and not an
employee of the board. I have taken advice on the
matter since we discussed the Bill in the House,
and I aml advised that the chief officer will not
become a Government employee. That is the
advice I have received. While the provisions are
not absolutely clear, the conclusion is.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a third time and transmitted to the

Council.

LOTTERIES (CONTROL) AMENDMENT BILL

Returned
Bill returned from the Council without

amendment.

RESERVES AND LAND REVESTMENT BILL

Second Reading

Debate resumed from 6 May.
MR EVANS (Warren) [9.37 p.m.]: The Bill

contains nine items as it comes before the House
at the end of the first part of the 1982 session. All
nine items have good and sufficient reasons for
being approved. Two of them, however, have some
unusual circumstances and these, at least, should
be mentioned because of their uniqueness.

I preface my remarks by indicating that the
presentation of the Bill indicates the degree of
preparation that the officers of the Department of
Lands and Surveys have put into the Bill to
ensure its clarity and to ensure that members can
check easily the details contained in it. It is a
credit to the officers involved in the matter.
Sometimes we take them for granted far too
readily: but without a shadow of doubt, they have

shown efficiency over a period of months, and
sometimes years. to bring to fruition the complex
transactions in relation to the land. Those efforts
deserve to be recognised, and our appreciation is
recorded.

The First unusual aspect t0 which I have
alluded is contained in the eighth item, and it
deals with the situation at Narrogin where a Class
"C" reserve containing 675 square metres
comprising two town lots was set apart as an
ambulance depot: but to allow for expansion and
the removal of the buildings to the new site in the
grounds of the Narrogin Hospital. the
cancellation of the reserve is requested. I would be
surprised if anybody objected to the assistance
given to an organisation like the St. John
Ambulance Association. The unusual aspect is
that the proceeds of the sale of the land upon
which the depot is now situated will be used in the
re-establishment of the depot at its new site in the
grounds of the hospital. We do not see that sort of
arrangement ucry often in this House. using the
sale of the land to enable a resiting programme to
take place. I can recall one other occasion on
which that has been done; and it is a matter that
has to be considered carefully, and the
circumstances assessed properly.

As I have mentioned, the St. John Ambulance
Association provides great value to the
community; and the organisation should be
commended. I am sure that this proposal had the
approval of Cabinet before it came to this place;
and the local authority has made no objection to
it.

Another slightly unusual item in the Bill deals
with a matter in Fremantle town, and it involves
the Westgate Mall. The question of security has
arisen; and the local authority finds that it is
unable to take action to give the mall owners the
security that they desire. As a consequence. this
clause comes before the Assembly, and it proposes
the vestment in the local authority to enable the
necessary land to be provided to ensure security
for the shopowners against vandalism.

Another item about which comment should be
made is in connection with item three, again at
Fremantle. A section of the existing reserve: upon
which the Fremantle golf course is established is
to be excised. It involves 5 730 square metres
upon which a nursery will be established. The
existing nursery on freehold land is to be sold.
Once again, it is in the public interest that this
transaction takes place: and the member for
Fremantle, to whom I referred this matter and the
previous one, considers that no objection need be
raised.
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The Fifth item is rather unusual, but everybody
would agree with its purpose. It involves the
exchange of a small piece of freehold land, and
the realignment of a road reserve. We are not
talking of an area of great magnitude. This deals
with Class "A" Reserve No. 20041. which has an
inclusion of some 8 130 square metres. What
intrigues me is that it states that the reserve
contains an area of 5831 520 hectares, or
something in excess of 10 million acres. That is areserve of some magnitude, the existence of which
I was unaware. Perhaps the electric typewriter or
the computer had a bad day. That matter needs
attention to ensure that the clause is presented
properly in terms of accuracy and for the sake of
the record.

It is proposed that Reserve Nos. 8550 and
26150 be vested in the Department of Fisheries
and Wildlife, and that is an eminently satisfactory
proposal. A very small reserve at Bayswater was
owned by the local authority in 1931. It was
returned to the appropriate Government
department to be used for the purpose of
recreation, with the passage of time,
circumstances have changed and it has been
found the area is too small for recreational
purposes and it serves as an unofficial ear park.
The local authority is anxious that it be developed
properly as a ear park and, for that reason. I do
not take exception to the proposition.

Reserve No. 11533 at Augusta was the subject
of a small error in that a road was constructed in
such a manner that it passed through the reserve.
Such errors occur occasionally and it is important
ihey be rectified. I should imagine no member
would take exception to that.

A small reserve at Carnarvon was used as a
pumping site and no doubt the Minister for Lands
would be aware of that. The reserve covers
approximately 1 416 square metres and the
purpose for which it was used no longer exi sts.
Therefore, the land will be included in the
existing reserve vested in the local government
authority.

The position at a reserve near Shackleton has
been rectified. It was being used for rubbish
disposal purposes and this occurs in country areas
from time to time. Local government bodies must
adequately dispose of rubbish and it is proposed
at Shacklcton that a portion of a reserve be exised
and the existing reserve be vested in the
Department of Fisheries and Wildlife for flora
purposes. The Opposition does not take exception
to that proposal.

There is little about which one could complain
in the nine separate items in the Bill. Several
unusual aspects exist: namely, the sale of a certain

area of land, the situation in relation to the
reserve which contains the Fremantle golf course.
and the requirement concerning the establishment
of a nursery. Members should be aware of those
matters and ensure proper precautions are taken
in regard to them.

I refer again to the high standard of the work
performed by officers of the Lands and Surveys
Department in relation to these matters.

I support the Sill.

MR BLAIKIE (Vasse) 19.50 p.m.]: I should
like to make some remarks in connection with this
Bill. I refer firstly to Reserve No. 11533 which is
set aside as an 'A--class reserve and contains in
excess of six hectares. In his second reading
speech, the Minister indicated the reserve
contains land in the Augusta townsise. The shire
caused a survey to be undertaken of this area and
Albany Terrace was redefined. The shire then
became aware the road had been constructed
through part of the reserve in question. I might
add I am quite certain the error would not have
occurred when I was a member of the shire. It
would have happened some time earlier.

Mr Laurance: Undoubtedly!

Mr BLAIKIE: The approval of the Parliament
is sought now to correct the situation. Although
the road is not now aligned according to the plan,
it is j ust as well that is the case, because it was
proposed that the road should pass through an
area which forms part of the mouth of the Harvey
Inlet. Bearing in mind that the nature of the land
varies from year to year, one could imagine what
would happen to the road. Our forefathers showed
a great deal of foresight in constructing the road
in its present location and we are ensuring now
that has the approval of Parliament. Provision is
made also for part of the reserve to be used for
parking purposes. The area at the head of the
Blackwood River is an extremely busy part of the
town and it is important the land be set aside for
parking. I commend this particular part of the
Bill to the House because I believe it is quite
important.

The member for Warren referred to clause 9
and indicated that the proposal contained therein
is not seen vcry frequently. I refer to the proposal
that the St. John Ambulance ,Xssociation be given
the opportunity to sell a piece of land at
Narrogin. At the present time the land contained
in Reserve No. 24745 is classified as of Class "C"
and is held for an estate in fee simple by the St.
John Ambulance Association upon trust. It can be
used only for the purpose of an ambulance depot.
However, it is proposed that the land be sold and
the proceeds transferred to the association.
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Mr Evans: There is a precedent for this,
because it has happened before.

Mr BLAIKIE: As the member for Warren has
indicated, there is a precedent for this. However,
members should be aware of what is happening.
The member for Warren referred to the fact that
Cabinet would have considered the matter and
applied great stringencies when the Bill was
considered. He acknowledged the importance of
the role of the St. John Ambulance Association in
Western Australia and no doubt that was an
important considcration in the Government's
bringing this measure forward for the approval of
the Parliament.

I understand the assets of the St. John
Ambulance Brigade are held by the St. John
Ambulance Association. The brigade provides an
important service in country areas. I believe an
understanding exists that the facilities in country
areas are serviced, maintained, and used by
members of the St. John Ambulance Brigade who
are the volunteer corps of the St. John Ambulance
Association. The association recognises the value
of these volunteers and acknowledges that the
proceeds fromt the sale of this land will go towaids
funding the activities of the St. John Ambulance
Brigade. Thai is a very important point and, in
considering it, it is necessary to emphasise the
stringencies applied by the Parliament in this
regard.

With those few remarks, I support the Bill.

M1R LAURANCE (Gascoyne-Minister for
Lands) 19.56 p.m.): I should like to thank the
members for Warren and Vasse for their support
of the Bill and the comments they made in
relation to it. I shall now comment on some of the
matters raised in the course of debate.

When introducing the Bill I pointed out that it
contained seven measures which were being dealt
with in the normal way, but two other matters in
the Bill were rather different. As a result,
separate Bills could have been introduced, making
a total of three Bills in all. However, it was felt to
be more appropriate to combine the items and
deal with them in this Bill.

The member for Warren has drawn attention to
the unusual circumstances surrounding the two
measures to which I referred.

I appreciate the comments he made in relation
to the activities of the officers of the Lands and
Surveys Department who put forward these items
for consideration. I believe the officers concerned
deserve commendation for the way in which they
have dealt With this Matter for the benefit of
members who are interested in it.

Both members who spoke about the transfer of
land at Narrogin to the St. John Ambulance
Association indicated the Government could only
proceed with caution on this matter. I assure the
House this aspect was examined very closely by
the Government before agreement was given.
Land held in trust or under a Crown grant by a
charitable body must normally be used for the
purpose specified. Not only are we giving the St.
John Ambulance Association the opportunity to
change the purpose for which the land may be
used, but also we are giving it the right to sell this
land which has been held under a Crown grant.

Mr Evans: Do you have any idea of the value of
the land?

Mr LAURANCE: No, I do not. Improvements
have been made to the block and it is not just a
vacant piece of land, so a valuation would have to
be made in order to obtain an idea of the
approximate worth of the land. The Government
has agreed to bring this measure to the
Parliament to give the association the land in fee
simple, without making a charge for it. It is rarely
done. The Government's policy on this matter is
that if land is to be made available to people when
it is under trust, it will be made available only to
bodies prepared to pay an amount equivalent to
the reasonable value of that land. That is not
being done now, and that is because the funds are
to be provided for new facilities and additional
land at the hospital site at Narrogin for the
association. It is a desirable move for the
community, and the Government has seen it in
that light. It is prepared to support the move in
these rather unusual circumstances, although it
does not in any way regard the move as a
precedent to be used by other organisations
seeking the same right. Although it is rare that
precedents have been set by previous
governments, it is not the intention of this
government to allow organisations to avail
themselves of this right. It is done in this case
only as a result of the standing in the community
of the particular organisation, the vital role it
plays in local communities, and the Government's
desire for that organisation to relocate at a more
appropriate site to provide wvhat is seen as a much
needed community facility.

Mr Evans: We go along with that.
Mr LAURANCE: I thank the member for his

support.
I will refer briefly to the other points he aised.

The arrangements in regard to the Westgate Mal
at Fremantle are complex to enable the City of
Fremantle and the retailers in the mall to
overcome the definite problem of vandalism. The
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procedure is quite complex to allow the
arrangements 1o take place, and that is why the
measure is before the House.

The member raised a point in regard to the size
of the reserve along Gairdner Road.

Mr Evans: The reserve is shown as something
like 580 000 hectares.

Mr LAURANCE: The size is actually
583.152 0 hectares.

Mr Blaikie: There is some difference!
Mr LAURANCE: Perhaps there is a

typographical error in the member's copy,
although my copy definitely shows the decimal
point. The reserve is named in memory of a late
Government botanist, It is a sizable reserve, but it
is not -as large as the member first thought.

The Carnarvon Public Works Department
reserve is a small area of land no longer required
for the purposes of the Public Works Department:
therefore it will be included in the 'A"-class
reserve in the surrounding national park and
vested in the shire.

The member for Vasse referred to the reserve
at Augusta. Once again the amendment is a
tidying-up exercise, and he, as the local member,
would recognise the importance of regularising
something that is necessary for the local
community.

I thank members for their support of the Bill
and commend it to the House.

Qustion put and passed.

Bill read a second time.
In Cornin, s etc.

Bill passed through Committee without debate,
reported without amendment, and the report
adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by, Mr

Laurance (Minister for Lands), and transmitted
to the Council.

REAL ESTATE AND BUSINESS AGENTS
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

Debate resumed from I I May.
MR WILSON (Dianella) [10.07 p.m.): The

Opposition supports this measure, and in
supporting it we would like to put a few
comments to tic 1-jouse about its intentions. Its
purpose is to provide financial assistance to low
income First home buyers to help meet the costs
associated with the purchase of a home, including

such costs as mortgage preparation. stamp duty.
and bank or building society fees.

We understand from the Minister's second
reading speech it is anticipated that an amount in
the order of $200 000 each year will be available
to provide this assistance in the order of 200 loans
of up to $1 000 per loan. As far as the Bill goes
we of course support it, as indeed we would be
happy to support any measure to assist people to
purchase their own homes. However, we regret
the Bill is limited to assist only 200 people each
year. and that in introducing the Bill not a great
deal of information was given about the terms on
which the loans will be available.

An indication is given in the second reading
speech and the clauses of the Bill of the structure
to be created to make the loans available, and
that structure seems to be rather cumbersome.
We will have an advisory committee responsible
to the board, and applicants will have their
applications screened by the advisory committee
which then will make recommendations to the
board which will approve or not approve of the
grants.

The advisory committee is to be responsible for
developing the criteria on which the grants will be
made. It is regrettable that this will not allow the
Parliament to have very much input into that area
of concern.

I learned this morning from the Press, which I
imagine gained its information from the debate
that has taken place in another place, that the
grants are to be limited to people with gross
weekly incomes of between. I think, $240 and
$340 per week. I do not know the basis on which
that group of people was selected, but I expect
that group represents what is considered to be the
low and medium income earniers in our
community.

It always seems to me we are a little unfair in
setting the criteria for grants for low and middle
income earniers by tying it to gross weekly
incomes. Whenever people come to me to discuss
the question of their eligibility for certain grants,
they are upset that it is their gross weekly
incomes that are taken into account. Most people
operate on the basis of their take-home pays, and
most people are restricted in their consideration of
their financial situation to what is commonly
known as their take-home pays. However. I
accept that if that is the criteria in terms of the
income range, some careful consideration has
been given to the matter and the system will cater
for those people with the greatest need who are
considering the purchase of a home: that they will
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be at the lower limit of those who can afford to do
so.

We will have quite a number of dissatisfied
people. I already have had some people contact
me as a result of the publicity of the
Government's intention to proceed with this
measu re-publ icity which goes back to the
beginning of March. I suppose one can criticise
people for not looking carefully at publicity
statements about initiatives being undertaken by
the Government to assist first home buyers.
People seeking such assistance are anxious to
obtain it, and they do not always read the
publicity carefully. If they see publicity of a
measure like this, they assume the assistance is
available immediately. I have had people contact
me since the first publicity came out to ask me to
whom they might apply for the grants. They have
been very disappointed when I have told them we
are still waiting for the legislation to come before
the Parliament.

The legislation has taken more than two
months to reach its present stage, and we will
experience a further delay before people can
apply for this meagre assistance. We cannot
blame any Government wishing to publicise its
assistance to sensitive areas of community
concern, however meagre that assistance might
be, but I often think the Government defeats its
own ends by rushing to publicise ahead of the
lime the goods can be delivered. The Government
angers many people in the process by raising their
hopes and then dashing them to the ground.

I understand this measure will not be
retrospective: in other words, people who heard
about this initiative at the beginning of March
and were hopeful to benefit from it, will not be
able to benefit from it because by the time it
comes into operation they will not be eligible. It
seems a little unfair for the Government to go i nto
a great fanfare ahead of an initiative effectively
being available and of which people can take
advantage. That action deludes and disappoints
many people in the process.

Mr Shalders: You have to be fair and say that
there may be some people who will delay the
purchase of their home to take advantage of the
initiative, and had the publicity been delayed they
would have said, "if we had only known about the
decision we would have waited." You have to be
fair about that.

Mr WILSON: There are not a lot of people
who deliberately can delay that process. Most
people who are entering into that sort of contract
cannot sit around and wait for the opportunity to
arise because when it comes, it is usually

something about which they must make a quick
decision. The Minister is not being very realistic
in raising that sort of objection.

People on a member of Parliament's salary
might be able to sit around and wait for such an
opportunity, but people on a lower income level
of, say, $240 a week gross, would not be able to.
Sometimes I wonder how those people even
manage to survive, let alone purchase a home.
They cannot always sit around and coolly
calculate the right time to make such a decision.

Mr Shalders: I accept your point, but by the
same token, there well may be people who can
and who could rightly have been grateful if the
Government had delayed the announcement right
until the death knoll.

Mr WILSON: Possibly. As my colleague
reminds me, in the meantime costs are going up
anyway. One of the stringencies upon people
considering the purchase of a home is that the
longer they wait the more they will have to pay
for it and the higher the interest rate they will
have to face. I anm not making a great play about
this.

Mr Shalders: I appreciate that.
Mr WILSON: Sometimes Governments rush

into publicity about moves which then are a
source of great disappointment to many people.
When this comes into operation there will be
many disappointed people who will feel they have
missed out.

Of course, we do not know what the criteria
will be. It will be worked out by the advisory
committee. We are told that people will be
eligible for up to $1 000. One can imagine that
numerous people who apply will not be eligible for
anything like $1 000; in fact, some applicants will
be eligible for much smaller sums if the criteria
are tied to income and other aspects of eligibility.

It would have been much fairer if, in the course
of the Minister's second reading speech and the
parliamentary debate, much more explicit
information was made available about the likely
criteria on which these sums were to be made
available. A parallel to this situation would be the
establishment of the Government's mortgage
assessment and relief committee. It was set up by
the Government and was responsible for
formulating its own criteria for the eligibility of
grants for mortgage relief.

Many statements have been made by members
of the Opposition and by other people in the
community who are concerned about the hardship
facing first home buyers or. in this case.
established home buyers, and who believe that the
guidelines that were drawn up for this committee
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to operate under were far too restrictive. Too
many people who are sulffering genuine hardship
in the repayment of home mortgage loans have
been ruled out in terms of eligibility for relief
from that committee. We can only hope that the
same will not apply in respect of the criteria that
is drawn up by this advisory committee to apply
to eligibility for these grants.

I understand that when the Minister in the
other place was tackled on the question of
retrospectivity of these grants in terms, for
instance, of peoplc whose homes are now under
construction, he indicated at the time this
measure was discussed that further thought would
be given to considering those people who would be
eligible for grants under this provision. I hope
that if that was an undertaking given by him it
will receive his serious consideration. When this
sort of discussion is going on in relation to a very
sensitive area of concern to people who are
contemplating purchasing their own home,
when their hopes are raised about possible relief
to enable them to undertake that heavy
responsibility with a little more ease, they should
have some hope that there is a chance for them to
benefit from it. Of course, the case will be that
after the 200 have been granted there will be no
more. Some people will benefit, some will not. It
will be first in, first served. One can anticipate
that some applicants will not qualify for the
$1 000. but will qualify for a much smaller
amount.

On that basis perhaps it will be possible for
more than 200 people to benefit in any one-year
period.

I do not want to delay the House any further.
The Opposition does not oppose this measure. It is
pleased that a certain number of people, albeit a
relatively small number, will benefit as a result of
this measure, and inasmuch as that is the case, we
believe it is worthy of our support.

MR HIASSELL (CotteSlOe-Minister for Police
and Prisons) [ 10.22 p.m.J: 1 thank the Opposition
and the member for Dianella for their support of
this measure. At the same time, I am sorry that
the member for Dianella does not give the
Government the credit for its endeavours in this
regard. This is an individual measure in a
restricted area and it is also a part of our very real
and determined efforts to do something to
contribute to the relief of the difficulties which
have arisen as a result of increasing interest rates
over which the State Government does not have
command. As the Minister for Housing, no doubt,
could tell the House at some length. it represents
a part of wider measures and a willingness on the
part of the real estate industry to co-operate with

the Government in using an unfamiliar source
from which to gain funds so that some relief can
be given. Of course, we would be pleased if the
amount of money which could be available was
two, three, or four times as much. We would
welcome and desire that, but unfortunately it is
not the vase.

The idea of using interest earned on trust
deposits came forward, was developed, and was
turned into reality. It will be brought into
operation as soon as possible.

The member for Dianella separately raised the
question of eligibility, I will give the House some
information on that aspect, but I enter the caveat
that it is only in draft form: at the same time, the
fact that it has been produced in draft at this
stage is evidence of our desire to bring this
legislation into operation as soon as possible, and
that the people involved in producing this
draft-they are not Government people-have
been Prepared to work to get this ready and to
move it along as quickly as they could. I think
most of this information has been given by the
Chief Secretary in another place, but I will repeat
it for the sake of the record in this House.

The proposed criteria are, firstly, in relation to
the type of dwelling. It must be a family dwelling
offered for sale on the open market by an agent
licensed under the Real Estate and Business
Agents Act in a price range of 530 000 to
S40 000. In relation to eligibility, applications are
to be received from family units; single parents
with a child or children will be accepted, but
single applicants will not be accepted. The
applicant family should not own any other real
estate. Obviously with this type of measure we are
pitching it and directing it at the needy. Because
of the limited funds available, we must make the
best possible use of them. The applicant
breadwinner's salary range should be of the order
of $240 to $330 per week. Presumably, that refers
to gross salary. In reality, there may be a
misunderstanding on the part of applicants when
they refer to their take-home pay when the
criteria refers to gross salary: but it is obvious
that administrators of a scheme usually refer to
gross salary. Even with PAVE tax deductions,
different amounts may be taken off a man's or
woman's income according to his or her
obligations which are indicated to the Taxation
Department. Other deductions may be made.

The only certainty which can be applied simply
to ease administrative doubt is in regard to the
use of the gross salary range: although I
understand the point the member for Dianella has
made about the understanding that most people
have when they think of what they get in their
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pocket at the end of the week. All sorts of
deductions might have been taken out of their
pay. Clearly. if the net or the take-home pay was
used as the criteria, the administering authority
would then have to go back and go through the
process of assessing which of the deductions
should be taken into account and which should be
ignored in determining whether the applicant
fitted the criteria.

Continuing with the possible criteria in relation
to applicants' eligibility, applicants who are
recipients of the Federal home savings grant may
be declined in favour of families who are
ineligible for any other assistance. This again
pitches deliberately at the area of need where
there is nothing else available. We are trying to
help a few more people get into their own homes.

The grants may be awarded on a scale. The
member for Dianella mentioned this point in
relation to the maximum amount being $1 000
and he said some will be much less. It is intended
that will be so. The guidelines which have been
established to date suggest that if the applicant's
income was £330 per week, the maximum grant
allowable would be $250; if his income was $300
per week, the maximum grant would be $500z if
his incotme was $270 a week, the maximum grant
would be $750, and if the applicant's income was
$240. the maximum grant would be SI 000. This
again is pitching the level of the grant at need.

Bear in mind that these grants are not really
meant to be made for capital grants towards the
cost of acquisition of a home, but are to help
overcome the gap between the amount which the
applicant has to find to get his own home and the
borrowed money that he has available: it is to help
with the stamp duly and those sorts of things.

It is a small amount. It has to be: but a not
insignificant sum in total will be available From
those resources and it is a sum that will help in
the way it can.

I mentioned the criteria that have been drafted
to date and they have been determined by
discussion between the administration of the real
estate and business agents board-the chairman
and the registrar-the Deputy General Manager
of the State I-ousing Commission, and the
Deputy Registrar of Building Societies. An
attempt has been made to involve people who are
directly concerned in these areas and obtain their
assistance in the preparation of this preliminary
draft. The support of the Opposition is
appreciated. It is a measure we hope will add to
others in offering assistance to people. We all
hope that the pressures that have come to bear on

home owners as a result of increasing interest
rates will ease in the foreseeable future.

The Federal Treasurer made some comment on
that today, because of the high level of capital
inflow into Australia in recent times. We can but
hope he is right because it is not in anyone's
interest that high levels of interest rates should be
maintained.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without debate.

reported without amendment, and the report
adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr H-assell

(Minister for Police and Prisons), and passed.

ELECTORAL AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

Debate resumed fromn 1I May.
MR TONKIN (Morley) [10.34 p.m.]: The

Opposition supports this Bill although it will seek
to move an amendment in Committee. The Bill is
designed to ensure that enrolment cards are
returned within 31 days of their being filled in
and we can see no quarrel with that. We would
not want to make it easy for people who, for some
reason of their own or as a result of forgetfulness,
may decide not to hand in the electoral card. I
shall spend some time on the ways in which the
Bill is deficient in respect of the enrolment
procedures.

Members will be aware that Following the 1977
general election the Court of Disputed
Returns-in the person of Mr Justice
Smith-found the Liberal Party had cheated
rather horribly in connection with the Kimberley
election, and he ordered another election. In an
attempt to hang on to the seat of Kimberley, this
Government decided to change the enrolment
procedures and make it far more difficult for
people to enrol. This has had the effect of large
numbers of Western Australians not being on the
roll; and the disparity between the State rolls and
the Commonwealth rolls is cause for considerable
concern. Because this Government has not done
its duty in making sure that everyone who should
be enrolled is enrolled, the Opposition has sent
teams into North Province to ensure that people
are put on the roll. We have been criticised at
times for using members of political parties to
enrol people. We agree that it is not the best way
of doing things and we believe it should be done
by the Electoral Department. H-owever. it is not
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being done. The Commonwealth department is
far more rigorous in trying to enrol people and we
believe that the State department should do the
same.

However, if the Government refuses to allow
the department to do it by not giving it the
necessary resources-if it is in the political
interests of the Liberal Party to see that people
are not on the roll and, therefore. win seats and
win the Government because of that kind of
trickery-we believe it is up to us to step into the
breach, and the amendments which will be moved
in Committee relate to an attempt by the
Opposition to put the position back to what it was
prior to 1977. At that time the qualification of a
witness to a signature on an enrolment card was
only that he be an elector.

When it introduced its amendments which
made it out of step with the rest of Australia and
with the Commonwealth. the Government did not
make out a case as to what had happened when a
justice of the peace was required to witness the
signature on an enrolment card. Indeed, it shows
how blatant and thoroughly political this act "'as.
The Government amended another Act, the name
of which escapes me at the moment which gave
Cabinet Ministers the powers of a ii' ex officio. I
might add at this point it was not intended I
should handle this Bill and I am not fully
prepared.

At the same time, when members of the
Opposition applied to be appointed as justices or'
the peace the Government quite cynically said it
"'as not the Government's policy to appoi nt
members of Parliament as Jis. Therefore. we
have the situation where Ministers of the
Crown-those members of the Liberal Party and
the National Country Party-do have this power
to witness signatures for enrolments, but members
of the Opposition are denied this right. That is an
example of how blatant this Government'.s actions
have been and we do not believe this House
should be used to promote sectional interests.

It also amuses me, as a person who has studied
the history of this miserable planet, to note that it
was Karl Marx who said the state was the
instrument of oppression. The people sitting
opposite criticise Marx and communism, and we
join hands in that criticism. The point is the
Government is in fact making Marx's words come
true, because it is using the powers of
Government to advance its own political interest
in these electoral matters: whereas, I would have
thought it would be bending over backwards to
show that Marx was wrong.

Mr Sibson: What are your members doing in
the north?

Mr TONKIN: They are enrolling people
because your Government is not doing its job.

Mr Sibson: Whom are they putting on the roll?
Mr TONKIN: Everyone is being put on the

roll.
Mr Coyne: Except if they are Liberal voters.
Mr TONKIN: That is not true: if the member

for Murehison-Eyre wants to tell lies in this
House he has the privilege to do so.

Witbdra tval of Remark
The SPEAKER: Order! I would

member for Morley to withdraw that
because it is not parliamentary.

Mr TONKIN: I withdraw it,

ask the
comm~ent

Debate Restuned
Mr TONKIN: I hope that the member for

Murchison-Eyre realises that to tell lies is also
unparliamentary and it is dishonest.

Members of the Opposition are enrolling people
in North Province because this Government will
not do the job it has been put there to do. It is
deliberately starving the Electoral Department of
funds so it cannot do this job. I make it
clear-some members who were asleep at the
beginning of my speech have now awoken-that I
do not believe we should be doing it. but if the
Government will not do it, someone has to do it.

Mr Watt: On the question of JPs, you do not
believe that Ministers were given that power
because of the electoral laws'?

Mr TONKIN: I was the Opposition spokesman
concerning this matter when this was done and
this amendment was made within weeks of the
changes to the Act to which I am referring. It was
raised in debate and it was requested that
members of the Opposition should be appointed
as j ustices of the peace. The answer given by the
then Premier was that it was not the
Government's policy.

Members opposite know the motives that
caused the Government to do that kind of thing.
The point is. it was done. It means that Ministers
of the Crown have the power to witness these
enrolment cards, and these Powers are denied to
members of the Opposition, with one exception.
We have one justice of the peace, and that is the
member for Perth. We believe it should be made
as easy as possible for people to enrol and we are
not in the business of taking votes, despite the
untrue assertions made by the member for
Murchison-Eyre. The Opposition does not w'ant to
have the job of enrolling people, and we believe it
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should be the duty of the Electoral Department.
If this Government. for its own blatant and
narrow political interests, will not do the job,
someone has to step into the breach.

MR JAMIESON (Welshpool) 110.45 p.m.]:
Although my colleague indicated support for the
Bill, a number of problems contained in it should
be corrected. I do not believe any other member
of this House would have been as active in
enrolling electors as I have been during the years
I have been associated with parliamentary
activities. Only last week I visited a house where
the occupants had completed Federal and State
enrolment cards, but did not know the subdivision
of the Federal electorate or the division of the
State in which they resided. Frequently people
complete all the other details on the enrolment
cards, apart from the itformation in relation to
subdivisions and divisions, and place them on top
of the fridge. That seems to be the favourite place
for them to be put. The cards stay there for some
months until someone visits them and he is asked,
"Can you help me fix up these cards? You would
know the division concerned." Of course , the
cards may have been dated six weeks previously
and, under the proposed provision, they would be
invalid. This sort of situation occurred only last
week.

According to the provisions in the Bill, if, when
one finally completes the card, one alters the date,
the card will be rejected. That would result in a
ludicrous situation. The department will then send
another card to the person concerned who will
probably say, -You know what the department
can do.' He will not fill in another card, so the
roll will fall into a worse state because of the
stupidity of the department.

The department and the Minister responsible
for this Bill should make the process of enrolling
as simple as possible.

Reference has been made to dual enrolments.
The inquiry into the Electoral Act went into great
depth in relation to this matter. It indicated that.
apart from a few accidental instances, no evidence
of dual enrolments existed. On occasions, the
department requests that people be enrolled in a
certain way. Only last week I was involved in the
enrolment of a person with a hyphenated Smith
name. When we checked the roll, we found the
husband was enrolled under the hyphenated
name, but the wvife was not. For some reason we
looked under Smith and found she had been
enrolled there, and not under the hyphenated
name. It was clear the name was hyphenated, but
the departnient had taken it upon itself to enrol
the husband and wife under different names.

although their address indicated an error had
been made in the enrolment.

It is hard enough for people to understand all
the ramifications of enrolment procedures without
the Government's being stupid about it.

For many years I have been involved in
assisting people with their enrolmnins and, if a
Liberal canvasser approaches a person, he tells
that person he is a Liberal canvasser. As a matter
of fact, when I am involved in enrolling people I
hang a Labor card on my shirt and I did that only
last week in order to avoid any doubt about where
I stood. If the person says straightaway that he is
a Liberal supporter, one does not offer him the
same sort of service, but one does not destroy the
card. In other cases, one does not know the
political affiliations of the people concerned and
naturally one submits their enrolment cards.

Mr Carr: Most of the time you do not know
which party they support.

Mr JAMIESON: If one gives the elector the
service, one is likely to get the service from the
elector. That is the sensible approach to take.
However, if a person obviously does not support
me, I do not persist with my endeavours to put
him on the roll. One would have to be mad to do
that.

Several members interjected.
Mr JAMIESON: Surely the member for

Pilbara is not that mad!
Mr Coyne: The member for Morley was saying

you could do that.
Mr JAMIESON: I do not think that was the

intention of the member, but when one does not
know the political affiliations of the person
involved, one always enrols him. When one is
canvassing, one goes from door to door and finds
out the position: that is what canvassing is all
about. It always has been like that and if anybody
has been doing it in any other way. he is craz.y.
Nobody should have any doubt about that matter.

The Government proposes to limit the date
within which completed enrolment cards must be
submitted and that will result in the creation of
more problems for the electors. As I said
previously, many people partially complete their
enrolment cards and leave them on the fridge or
the sideboard. After obtaining assistance in
completing them, the cards are sent to the
Electoral Department. Under the proposed
provision, if the cards are not received within 28
days. they will be considered to be void. The
Electoral Department then spends more of the
taxpayers' money sending out a letter with a
further set of enrolment cards. The people thcn
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say. "What is going on?! I sent in the cards only
last week." They will not read the clause which
says the cards must be received within a certain
number of days of their having been signed. They
will simply say, "I sent the cards in three weeks
ago.

Of course, the Electoral Department will not
take any further action until the people go to the
polling booth at the next election and vow and
declare they put themselves on the roll, because
they remember sending in their enrolment cards.

Mr Coyne: It will not happen very much.
Mr JAMIESON: It will happen and the

member for Murchison-Eyre is crazy if he thinks
it will not.

Mr Coyne: It will not happen very often. It will
happen on the very odd occasion.

Mr JAMIESON: It will happen often enough.
It will not happen with canvassers, because they
will ensure it does not happen.

When one is involved in canvassing, if two
people at the same address wish to be enrolled,
one obtains enough information to complete two
of the four cards required in order that the other
two cards may be completed later. If one did not
do that, one would take all day at each house and
end up getting nowhere. When one is canvassing.
one ensures cards are completed and sent in to the
Electoral Department. Probably a number of the
people I enrolled last week would not be Labor
supporters. although many of them would be.

Since approximately t955 the State Electoral
Department has not spent a brass razov on
canvassing. That is a disgraceful situation. The
only money spent by the department over the
years has been to enable letters to be sent out to
clarify matters after an election in which some
people have not voted.

Mr Coyne: It is the person's obligation to enrol
in the same way as it is his obligation to renew his
driver's licence.

Mr Davies: People are reminded about those
sorts of things.

Mr JAMIESON: It is nonsense for the member
for Murchison-Eyre to refer to a person's
obligation! Once a person has a driver's licence,
he receives notification when it is due for renewal.

Mr Tonkin: I wonder whether you would
remember to do so if you did not get a
notification, lamne brain.

Mr JAMIESON: If notifications were not sent
out, many people would not renew their driver's
licences. so let us not be naive about these
matters. Let us be factual and truthful about
what is going on. Do not let us impose impossible

conditions on people when they are sending in
their enrolment cards or when they have altered
them.

I do not believe the member for Murchison-
Eyre would have enrolled more than 200 people
and that would probably be doubling the number
of people on his roll, anyway. How often has the
member for Murchison-Eyre found it necessary to
alter part of an enrolment card? When one is
canvassing, one frequently stands in the doorway
which is not the ideal position in which to record
information correctly. Frequently people will give
the wrong date of birth and it will need to be
altered. However, under this proposed provision.
the card would be rejected. if it were altered, and
that is a stupid situation. It is essential the card
be submitted to the Electoral Department and, as
long as the information on the card is clear and
correct, it should be incumbent on the department
to accept it and register the person.

Let us turn now to the registration of the card.
If the Government wants to find something for
the Electoral Department to play around with,
why does it not ask the department to review the
provision which requires a card to be retained for
14 days before the person is enrolled? I assume
the period of 14 days is provided to enable
protests to be made against the person being
enrolled. However, how would a protestor know
about it? If somebody sends in an enrolment
card, presumably one is allowed to object within a
period of 14 days. because section 49 of the Act
sets out clearly that the registrar shall not register
an elector until the card has been retained in the
office for 14 days. If no objection is received, the
registrar duly registers the claimant's card or
takes such other action as he deems necessary for
the purpose of ascertaining that the facts on the
card are right. The registrar is empowered to
approach certain people in order to do that.

This does not occur in relation to the
Commonwealth roll, because an acknowledgment
is sent out immediately an application is received.
For some crazy reason, the State Electoral
Department not only must record receipt of the
card, but also must File it away for a fortnight
before placing it on the active list for enrolment.
The more difficult we make these matters, the
more stupid we must appear as legislators.

The Minister ought to be looking at these sorts
of things instead of playing around with nonsense
such as that contained in the Sill. A person's card
may be quite in order but, if it is not received by
the department within a certain time, it is
considered to be void. The Minister cannot
produce one scintilla of evidence to show
canvassers have been involved in this.
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Mr Coyne: That is wrong. I can tell you about
a case in the 1977 election where something like
115 cards had been prepared months previously
and, by some mischance, were not lodged in time
to enable the people to get onto the roll.

Mr JAMIESON: I would have thought that
would be to the disadvantage of the Labor Party.

Mr Coyne: It was to your disadvantage.
Mr JAMIESON: One cannot assume that was

done deliberately. Many people are careless about
these matters. They are Cull of good intentions,
but fail to finish the job. This provision will not
help the elector, because if he does not submit his
card within the specified period, the department
notifies him to that effect: but I ask the member
for Murchison-Eyre: How many people would
read that notification?

If the person reads the card, he might know he
should expect to receive a reply within 28 days.
However, that is cutting it a bit fine in the case of
a person who lives in Leonora and posts his card
to the Electoral Department in Perth. It must
then be retained in the office for 14 days. after
which time the department deals with it and
returns the notification. That leaves little time to
spare within the 28-day period and if one lives in
a more remote district, it leaves even less time to
spare. For example, if one lived in Turkey Creek,
or some of the other well-known places in the area
of the member for Kinmberley, the time allowed is
not great.

Before the Government starts to play around
with the Electoral Act it should think about what
it is doing. By introducing this Bill the
Government has indicated it does not know what
it is doing. We want the rolls cleared up and
brought into line with the Commonwealth rolls.
That is certainly not the situation at present.
Statistics from the last census show that North
Province has approximately 44 000 eligible voters,
yet only half of them are on the roll. I know we
will never manage to get them all on the roll
because so many of them are itinerant people.
those of both the Aboriginal race and the
Caucasian race. Members opposite should not tell
me that it is the responsibility of those people to
get on the roll. The member for Murchison-Eyre
was a party to drawing up the provision that only
policemen, JPs. electoral officers, or Clerks of the
Court can witness new enrolments.

Mr Coyne: There is a 100 per cent turnover
each year in those mining towns.

Mr JAM IESON: Not now. That might be the
case in towns represented by the member for
Murchison-Eyre because the people do not like
the member, but that is not the ease in many of

these iron ore regions, although it might have
been previously. I found families that had been in
Karratha for 12 years and who were not on the
State roll, although they were on the Federal roll.
They vowed and declared that they should be, but
they were not.

Mr Clarke: Are they on the Federal roll for
that district?

Mr JAMIESON: Yes.
Mr Clarko: Are there not a lot of people on

Federal rolls, but not for where they are'?
Mr JAMIESON: Not that I found. I found

that when enrolments were being done, many
people who were not on the State roll were not on
the Commonwealth roll, but the great majority
were on the Federal roll. This is borne out by
statistics and a comparison of the State and
Federal rolls.

Mr Carr: The Federal officers recently held an
enrolment drive through those areas.

Mr JAMIESON: Within a few weeks of
arriving there these people said that they had
received Federal cards. I do not know how the
Federal officers got onto them so quickly. but
they did. This sort of thing does clean up the rolls
a little.

If the State Government is too lazy or lousy to
spend money on this, the alternative is to have
joint rolls and joint enrolment cards. This might
then stop all this nonsense. If it is so important for
a person to be on any roll, surely it is more
important for that person to be on the roll to elect
the national Parliament. If we had a joint
enrolment card we could save something like
$600000 a year by doing away with the
requirements for registration and the recording of
facts and figures by the State Electoral
Department.

I have given these figures time and time again
in this House and I have compared this State's
rolls with those in New South Wales, a State
which has a much larger population than has this
State. One would imagine its postage would be
much higher, but it is not because it does not have
a requirement to maintain State rolls. Rather, it
relies on the Federal Electoral Office to provide a
roll. We are one of the two States that insist on a
separate enrolment. What a lot of nonsense!

Since about 1920 our Electoral Act has
contained a provision allowing the Governor to
negotiate with the Governor General for the
purpose of creating a joint electoral roll. But we
arc still going along doing nothing about having a
joint roll. The Government is not showing any,
interest. It is always complaining about not
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having enough money. yet ir is prepared to spend
money on unnecessary duplication by having
separate rolls.

Mr Coyne: We have a different electoral
configuration.

Mr JAMIESON: Nonsense and rubbish!
Victoria has a different configuration not just for
its Assembly seats, but also for its Legislative
Council seats that do not follow contiguous
boundaries. That State is able to have effective
joint rolls. By using a computer it is quite easy for
a person to obtain the necessary information with
the bat of an eyelid. It is stupid to say that sort of
thing is a problem.

Mr Coyne: I hope you keep out of Murchison-
Eyre this timne.

Mr JAMIESON: I will stir them up there, too.
I know what I would stir up if I went there,
Unfortunately. one can be in only one place at a
time.

Mr Clarko: Hie is trying to bait you into going.
M r JA M IESON: I usual ly ind the member for

Murchison-Eyre struggling in from the golf
course and looking quite wretched. I usually have
to buy him a drink, If I were to stop doing that he
might enrol a few people himself.

The Government is indulging in unnecessary
legislation. My colleagues find it necessary to
support this Bill, although it is not going to do
any good. I believe it will do a lot of harm and
cause a lot of confusion. Many people do not
know what district they are in, and this will cause
problems. Many might think they, are in the
Dampier district when, in fact, they are in the
Pilbara district. This will be pointed outI to them
and they will cross out "Dampier" and insert
'Pilbara". According to this Bill, the electoral
officers would have to reject such cards. How
stupid!

What else can the Government do to make it
harder for people to enrol? Government members
imposed the requirement that only certain people
can sign enrolment cards. It is easy to enrol
people on the Commonwealth electoral rolls, but
that is not the ease for the State electoral rolls.
We have to find a policeman, a Clerk of Courts,
or one of the other officers who can sign State
electoral enrolment cards, and we have to take
those persons back to the same place so that the
people can sign the card in front of these officers.
What nonsense and rubbish! It should not be
necessary.

The court of inquiry did not suggest there had
been any bad practices with enrolments; therefore

the enrolment procedures should not have been
interfered with.

Mr Bateman: Of course not.
Mr JAM IESON: At one time the Government

had free workers in the form of political
canvassers who could keep the rolls in reasonable
order. Now the Government has no-one. It will
not spend money itself to get the rolls in order and
it will not let anyone else do it because of the
complications involved in trying to conduct a
proper enrolment drive, whether it be the Labor
Party, the Liberal Party. the Country Party, or
the National Party. Hullo, I see the National
Party is not here. I usually like to include it
because its members get a bit churlish if I do not.
No matter which party is conducting an
enrolment drive, it should not be confronted with
the present complicated system.

It is high time the Government woke up to
itself and revoked the present requirement that
only certain people can witness enrolment cards.
It should be as easy to enrol for State elections as
it is for national elections, especially when we
consider the load of rubbish we have here with
malapportioned boundaries and this hopeless
system. At least the Federal system applies on a
reasonable vote valuation basis, but we have a
loaded, gerrymandered. and rotten system, and I
could use any other word that I could lay my
tongue to that members on this side of the House
have used when referring to the State's electoral
system. Nevertheless, the Government is prepared
to perpetuate this system. Goodness knows why it
needs this additional condition.

I think it is a breach of the Race Relations Act,
and it is about time someone instituted a case
against the Minister on that basis. There is no
doubt that these requirements are aimed to keep
Aborigines off the roll. There is no other reason.
They are the ones who are hit hard. Those living
in areas such as Murehison-Eyre are hit the
hardest.

The only time they see a policeman is when he
is after them. The only time they see a Clerk of
the Courts is when he is collecting a fine from
them. The only time they see a JP is when he is
sitting on the bench imposing a fine. Perhaps the
only time they see an electoral officer is on
election day. If we were to load a bundle of these
fellows together, as one should try to organise.
and queue them through the booth on election day
for the electoral officer to sign their cards, there
would be great havoc.

The member for Murchison-Eyre was one of
those who supported those preposterous conditions
which now apply for enrolment on the State rolls.
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It does no credit to Ministers or back-benchers on
the Government side to continue to support such a
stupid scheme involving such a malapportioned
and rotten system of electoral laws in this State.

MR DAVIES (Victoria Pai- k) 111.13 p.m.] :
The Government stands stripped of any morality
whcn it comes to electoral matters. Time and time
again we have told it that we cannot go along
with the changes it makes: neither has the
Government been able to justify any of its
changes to the electoral system. Some weeks ago
the Premier said he would not introduce
legislation [or legislation's sake, yet that is what
he is doing in this instance.

How the Government proposes to police these
provisions is far and away beyond me. If we enrol
a person and the card is lost, who is to accept the
blame for that loss'? Is the person being charged
by the State electoral officer for not being
properly enrolled going to say that he gave it to
the member for Victoria Park three months ago?
What will happen if the member for Victoria
Park says he has never seen the card? The
situation is absolutely absurd. To what kind of
legislation is the Government asking us to agree?
What justification is there for the introduction of
this legislation?! I suggest there is none
whatsoever.

The only thing of any consequence that was
said was an interjection by the member for
Murchison-Eyre.

Mr Coyne: In your whole life, have you ever
had reason to believe you were not enrolled?
Were you ever absent from the roll?

Mr DAVIES: No. I forgot to vote on one
occasion.

Mr Coyne: You are making great bogies as to
what could happen every day of the week.
Supposing an electoral card were lost?

Mr DAV;2S: When anything goes wrong with
my car I take it to the garage to be fixed. When
anything goes wrong eleetorally-

Mr Clarko: You stand up here.
Mr DAVIES:-[ have the competence to

attend to it myself because I have always had an
interest in politics and I am able to keep myself
on the roll properly. However, some people have
not the slightest interest in voting. Recently, I met
a man who is 48 years old and who has never
voted in his life. He is not interested in voting and
does not want to be on the roil: he is still not on
the roll.

Mr Young: If he lived in North Province you
would have him on the roll five times by now.

Mr Carr: And your crowd would have him
taken off the roll five times.

Mr Clarko: Six.
Mr DAVIES: It is patently absurd. Some

people are wanting to be on the roll. Most people
could not care less and for that very reason we
should be seeking to encourage them to be on the
roll rather than making it as difficult as possible
for them to check with the electoral office.

This legislation is undesirable. Unless one has a
string of witnesses or a heap of policemen to say
that someone has deliberately failed to put in an
electoral card or to complete it in the proper
manner, it cannot be proved. Not only is the
Government making it more difficult for people to
be on the roll initially, because of the witnessing
qualification, but also it is saying that if there is
an alteration on the card, and it is not initialled, it
is not acceptable.

The member for Welshpool has pointed out
how mistakes can be made and anyone who has
done some dloorknocking for enrolling will know
that these mistakes occur regularly. What will
happen if a person living in Victoria Park sends in
a card which is addressed to the registrar for the
electoral division of Swan, as many do, because it
is in the Federal division of Swan?! Who will
make an alteration to the card? Will the electoral
officer be allowed to make an alteration? Does he
have to initial the alteration? According to the
provisions of this legislation it then has to be sent
back to the elector who is attempting to be
enrolled. The initials of the witness and the
elector have to be placed on the alteration. If it is
not filled in properly it has to be rejected. The
member for Welshpool has pointed out that it will
cost the State additional money to have the cards
corrected.

The situation becomes absurd. It shows to what
lengths the Government parties will go to write
into the legislation provisions which may be able
to catch one person, on one occasion, for doing
something which is incorrect.

Why do we not get the Electoral Department
out to do a little enrolling? The member for
Welshpool has observed elections in this State for
longer than anyone else in this House. He knows
that the last time the electoral office did any
enrolling was when the Government was trying to
get people on the roll for the Metropolitan
Province. There was a reason for that at the time.

The only other effort made by the Electoral
Department to put people on the roll is with a
booth at the Royal Show. That booth has done
huge business, but it certainly does not cast a net
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over all the people who need to change their
address or place themselves on the roll initially.

I am insulted that there is legislation which
states I am not trustworthy to sign an electoral
card for someone who wishes to be placed on the
roll initially.

Opposition members: Hear, hear!
Mr DAVIES: It is disgraceful that the

Government can say that I cannot be trusted to
witness a signature on an enrolment card when
the person is enrolling for the First time. When we
consider the procedure that has been adopted. it
makes it even more repulsive.

A person who takes a job in a polling booth for
eight hours and becomes an electoral officer can
witness a card as an electoral officer. He leaves
the booth after 8 o'clock that evening and
becomes an ordinary citizen and loses his right to
witness a card.

When a police officer witnesses a card, he
writes in the police station rather than his own
address, because the Commissioner of Police has
issued an instruction that police officers should
not give their address to members of the public in
general. This is for a very good reason. They may
sign the Victoria Park Police Station, but they do
not live at the station. According to the electoral
card the address is supposed to be given, but I do
not think the electoral office checks the
witnessing of these cards to any great degree.

I have information of cases where people have
sent in incorrect enrolment cards, but they have
not been returned. That highlights how absurd
and insulting the whole legislation is; and the
Government members are prepared to apply such
things to themselves. They apparently do not feel
they should have some stature or authority in the
community. We should not hold ourselves to be
better than anyone else, but when our business is
electoral, we should have the ability and authority
to assist people to be placed on the roll.

Nowhere else in the world is it as difficult to be
placed on the roll as it is in Western Australia. In
addition, we will have added information to be
placed on the card.

This will probably be in very small print
because the card is already jammed packed with
requirements. Anyone with other than perfect
vision will find it difficult to read the card and
now we will have additional information on it. It
will state "if no reply within 28 days. let us hear
from you".

People are not interested enough to be on the
roll, without encouragement. Certainly they will
not be interested enough to mark on the calendar

28 days ahead and complain to the electoral
officer they have not received an acknowledgment
of their enrolment.

They may ring the electoral officer and say. "I
gave my card to some member of some political
party. some canvasser, and he said he would put it
in for me. I have not received any reply". The
person will be asked who it was and of course he
will say "I do not know". He will be asked his
name, address, etc., and will have to go through
the nonsense of filling out another card and again
going through the procedure of having someone
witness his signature.

The member for Murchison-Eyre should realise
that when he is on the spot in the distant far-flung
places of his electorate he should have the
capacity to assist the people to be placed on the
roll. There may not be an electoral officer, justice
of the peace, or policeman available in those
areas. Should not he have the ability to provide
that service which is required?

The Government is running scared, that is what
this is all about. We have heard nothing from the
speeches that have been made by Government
members on the Electoral Act to justify what they
are doing. The closest we have heard is an
interjection from the member for Murchison-Eyre
who said that in 1977-five years ago-someone
alegedly put some people on the roll and held the
cards and sent them all together.

Mr Coyne: In 1974. one of' your members
presently in the House took 23 people from the
Avon roll and put them on the Murchison-Eyre
roll. He did that! When the member for Avon
heard about it-the person concerned was the
member for Yilgarn-Dundas-he was not very
happy about it.

Mr DAVIES: Where were they living at the
time?

Mr Coyne: They were living in Northam and
going to Leonora for six weeks at a time and
coming back to their families. He took them off
the Avon roll and put them on the Murchison-
Eyre roll-23 of them. Can you imagine how the
member for Avon would have felt if he had lost
his seat by 19 votes? That is how ropable he was.

Mr DAVIES: First of all, the person concerned
signed a statement as to where he lived. That is
his responsibility. After living at one place for 28
days. one is allowed to put oneself on the roll at
that address. Does not the Electoral Act state
that?

M r Coyne: If you want to be smart-
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Mr DAVIES: As the member for Geraldtoni
says: How is this Bill going to overcome this and
how will it improve the position'?

Several members interjected.
Mr Coyne: You people are moralising.
Mr DAVIES: The only hint we have had as to

the reason this legislation is before us is the
interjection from the member for Murchison-Eyre
about what happened in 1977. It is absolutely
absurd.

Several members interjected.

Mr DAVIES: How is this Bill to overcome that
problem?! We arc creating a situation which is
impossible to police. There is no justification for
this amendment;, however, we will go along with it
even though it is absurd and does not mean
anything. We go along with the comments of the
Premier who said we should not introduce
legislation for legislation's sake. Yet, that is
exactly what has been done.

Mr Carr: The Premier said that no more
amendments would be made to the Electoral Act
this -session.

Mr DAVIES: I thank the member for
Geraldton for reminding me of that. What has
brought this about?

Mr Sodenian: I will give you one good reason.
Say an ALP memnber of Parliament or supporter
goes to an Aboriginal community with a JP and
enrols all the Aborigines in the community-

Mr DAV IES: Is the member against that'?
Mr Sodeman: IF he does that and decides for

one reason or another not to put the cards in for
some months, the Aboriginal people cannot know
whether they are on the roll. The cards do not go
in quickly.

Mr DAVIES: According to the Government's
own Act, if they do not receive an
acknowledgment after 28 days they telephone the
electoral office, or send the office a message stick,
or somnething. What does the member for Pilbara
think they are going to do?! They are in exactly
the same position as a person who has a white
pigment in his skin.

Mr Sodeman: If they have that level of
understanding, they can enrol in the normal
manner.

Mr DAVIES. That shows the bias of the
member for Pilbara;, I am shocked that he would
say such a thing in this House. He is trying to
stop people from getting on the roll. He is hoping
that no-one will go near an Aboriginal camp; he is
hoping that no-one will be placed on the roll; he is
hoping that they will keep the cards forever. I

have always said that the law applies to
Aborigines in exactly the same manner as it
applies to us. When the subject of drinking rights
was being debated in this House, I argued that
the law should apply equally to Aborigines.
However, the Government has discriminated in
ravour of Aborigines by legislating to provide that
Aborigines do not have to go on the roll if they do
not so desire, but that once they are on the roll,
the full rigours of the law apply if they do not
vote.

Mr Clarko: Would you throw an old, illiterate
Aboriginal in gaol simply because he had not paid
a line imposed because he did not vote at an
election?

Mr DAVIES: How can he be an illiterate
Aborigine if he has the brains to get himself on
the roll?

Mr Clarko: You put him on the roll.
Mr DAVIES: He must physically take part in

the process himself,
Mr Sodeman: You are as thick as two bricks.
Mr DAVIES: Every person puts himself on the

roll. Of course, he may be assisted in the filling
out of the card-

Several members interjected.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Watt): Order!
It is rather a shame that the debate has
deteriorated into such a shambles.

Mr Bateman: It is a shambles.

The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! We were
making satisfactory progress when the member
was allowed to make his own speech. However, at
the moment, far too many tnembers are offering
their assistance, which is quite unnecessary. I ask
the member for Victoria Park to address his
remarks to the Chair, and I ask Government
members to refrain from interjecting.

Mr DAVIES: Thank you, Mr Acting Speaker.
I am sorry I will no longer receive assistance from
members opposite. I intended to speak for only
five minutes, but members opposite have helped
Me Stretch that out by another 15 minutes or so.

I conclude with the words with which I started:
The Government stands denuded oF all morality
in electoral matters in this State. The Premier
told us there would be no amendments to the
Electoral Act; yet, amendments are to be made to
the Electoral Act. The Premier said he would not
legislate just for the sake of legislating; however,
that is precisely what he is doing. Every piece of
legislation to which we in this House agree should
carry some justification. However, not the
slightest piece of justification for this legislation
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has been presented either in this place or in the
Legislative Council.

We intend to support the Bill because we
cannot see any likelihood of its provisions being
applied. That is my Final point: We are writing
into legislation features which cannot possibly be
policed- The Government is maintaining its track
record of immorality in respect of electoral
matters.

MR HASSELL (Cottesloc-Minister for Police
and Prisons) 111.34 p.m.j: I suppose that, if one
day. somebody introduces to this House a Bill
which Proposes to delete a comma or insert a full
stop in the Electoral Act, it will result in a long
debate because it is that sort of an Act. It brings
the passions of the parties to the surface whenever
it is raised.

Mr. Carr: Your Government turned it into a
political Act.

Mr HASSELL: It is clear vast differences exist
between the Government and the Opposition in
our approach to electoral law. In the time I have
been in this place. the Government has brought
forward a number of amendments to the Act
which have been directed at tightening up the
procedures to try to ensure that people who are
entitled to enrol and who should enrol do so in a
proper manner.

Mr Jamieson: That is a stupid statement.
Mr Carr: That is utter rubbish: everyone knows

it is not true.

Mr HASSELL: The various measures which
have been taken both on the Government's
initiative and as a result of recommendations
made by former Judge Kay consistently have been
opposed by the Opposition.

Mr Jamieson: He made no recommendations in
respect of this matter.

Mr HASSELL: I did not say he did. I do not
think anything would be gained by my going
through all the arguments we went through last
year when we debated electoral matters and
which we have gone through on at least two other
occasions. The reasons for our introducing this
legislation were stated in the second reading
speech, and I do not propose to repeat them.

I thank the Opposition for its support of the
Bill, although I find it hard to interprei from the
speeches of the members for Victoria Park and
Welshpool that it actually was support.

of itself, the Bill is a very simple and proper
measure.

Mr Jamieson: No, ii is not.

Mr HASSELL: It is consistent with other
measures put to the House in an endeavour to
ensure the procedures for enrolling people -are
proper procedures. The legislation applies to
everybody: it is not a discriminatory Bill in any
way. It seeks to ensure that enrolments are made
promptly after cards are completed.

Mr Davies: How are you going to police it"

Mr HASSELL: It aims to recognise the reality
that people from all political parties canvass for
enrolment, and have certain obligations in that
respect.

The member for Welshpool. who approaches
most matters in this House with a background of
his own experience, and a fair degree of
practicality, raised wvhat he saw as a practical
problem with the legislation. On this occasion. I
do not agree with his assessment. I think people
put these cards aside before, and not after they
have completed them. They put them aside when
they do not know some part of the information
required.

Mr Jamieson: They fill in everything except the
bits that they do not know.

Mr HASSELL: Once they have found the
required information, they complete the card and
sign it in the presence of a witness-which they
must do. anyway. No doubt, many cards are sent
in which are not completed in respect of the
electoral district, or which are incorrectly
completed in that respect. The member for
Victoria Park suggested that in such
circumstances, the whole process would begin
again, and the cards would be sent back. I do not
think that would be the case.

Mr Davies: You do not think so. but if you
wanted to be nasty and reject a few cards, you
could easily do it.

Mr HASSELL: I do not think one could,
because under the Act, the statement of the
electoral district is not made one of the critical
factors of the electoral claim form. However, if
the electoral district is altered, the claimant must
comply with the new alteration provisions
contained in this legislation. The failure to fill in
that part of the form, or to fill it in incorrectly is
not critical in terms of the relevant section of the
Act.

Mr Jamieson: Nor should any alteration be
critical.

Mr HASSELL: Section 44(l) of the Act sets
out those parts of the claim card which are
critical, and it does not include the electoral
district.
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It is unfortunate, but inevitable, that the
amendment to the Act should bring forward
further proposed amendments relating to issues
which previously have been debated on numerous
occasions. The further amendments of which
notice has been given seek to restore a position
which existed somec time ago and with which this
Government did not agree: therefore, we will not
be supporting them. The amendments which have
been brought forward by the Government are
clear and st ra ight forward and will do nothing to
discourage people from becoming enrolled.
Indeed, as I have said on other occasions in
relation to other amendments which had the same
objective, they are entirely proper amendments
aimed at ensuring that a fair and legal process is
followed in what is acknowledged on all sides to
be an important right and responsibility in the
democratic system.

Mr Jamieson: Which do you regard as the more
important Parliament in Australia-the Western
Australian Parliament or the Federal Parliament'!

Mr H-ASSELL: I believe they are equally
important.

Mr Jamieson: I go with the Federal Parliament:
it has the defence forces.

Mr HASSELL: It does not have many over
here.

Mr Carr: That much is true.
Mr H-ASSELL: I say without any apology that

I am a federalist. I believe the sovereign
Parliament of the State is equally as important as
the sovereign Parliament of the Commonwealth in
their respective areas of responsibility. What I
object to very much about so many of the
activities of the Commonwealth is it s presumption
that it has some overriding right or importance.
That is perhaps a long answer to the honourable
member's question: however, it is an issue about
which I feel very strongly. It is a pity the
Commonwealth does not wake up to the fact that
it has a role to play. and that it should not
attempt to take over our role.

Mr Jamieson: What is your nationality?
Mr Carr: He is a"Dalkecithian".
Mr HASSELL: I was born in this State and,

therefore, unlike some of my fellow countrymen. I
cannot produce a certificate to say I am
Australian. However, I can produce a birth
certificate which establishes the fact.

Mr Janmieson: That is what I wanted to know:
You arc an Australian.

Mr HASSELL: I think we are straying a little
from the point. Again, accepting there may be

some doubt as to my interpretation of the matter,
I thank the Opposition for its support of the Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr Blaikie) in

the Chair: Mr Hassell (Minister for Police and
Prisons) in charge of the Bill.

Clauses I and 2 put and passed.
Clause 3: Section 42 amended-
Mr JAMIESON: This clause places an

additional restriction on claimants-the date
upon which the claim is made by the claimant and
signed by the claimant and the witness. I want to
touch on a matter which I meant to raise earlier.
and that is the way in which the Electoral
Department is processing these claims.

Mr Carr: Very slowly!
Mr JAMIESON: Last week I heard about an

incident concerning a schoolteacher who had
made a claim for enrolment. When asked whether
she was on the roll she said that she was. On 24
April we obtained a computer printout of the
electoral roll and her name did not appear there.
She scurried off to find the card she had received
and she produced it. It was dated and sent out by
the Electoral Department on 28 March 1982.

Mr Carr: I have had a similar experience, and
so have others.

Mr JAMIESON: If this sort of thing happens,
how do people know whether they are on the roll?
Obviously the system is not operating properly. It
is important that such problems should be
straightened out. We obtained a photostat copy of
this lady's enrolment card, and no doubt
representation has been made to the department
by now about it. This is not the only occasion on
which a person knew that he had enrolled
recently, but the printout of the computer did not
show his enrolment. The computer printout we
received was almost a month later than the date
on which the acknowledgment of her enrolment
card was sent to her.

Mr Mclver: I have been trying to get on the
roll for three months.

Mr JAM IESON: Then the honourable member
is not doing too well! The Minister has told us of
all the efficiencies which have been implemented
in the electoral office. However, it seems that the
situation actually has worsened. I suggest that he
look into this matter because the present system is
not working.

Mr DAVIES: When the member for Morley
wats speaking to this matter he said he would take
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the opportunity during the Committee stage to
move an amendment. His amendment is along the
lines of a matter I raised in the debate. The
amendment I intend to move will give members of
the Government a chance to show that they still
have a little pride. The amendment would make
provision in the Act for an elector or a person
qualified to be enrolled as an elector for the
Commonwealth Parliament or for the Legislative
Assembly of WA to witness an enrolment claim
card in any instance-not only in the ease of an
elector who has changed his address. It seems to
us that this amendment would meet the situation.

I am a little surprised chat Government
members have been so "tame eat" in accepting to
the erosion of their authority in matters of this
nature. It is all very wcll for Ministers to say,
"We are all right:. we are justices of the peace and
we can sign cards, so we must be a little better
than most other members of Parliament", but I
doubt whether Ministers of the Crown would
assist anyone to become enrolled in a three-year
period. They are just too busy to be able to do the
things that ordinary back-bench members have
the opportunity to do, and therefore, they do not
have the need to be witnessing authorities.

It is not for any Ulterior motive that we require
this authority: we require it to provide a service to
the electors and to help the Electoral Department
to keep the rolls up to date.

From time to time the staff of the Electoral
Department receives questions on electoral
matters. For the most part staff members are very
co-opecrative, but the staff is bound by the Act.
We believe that we should assist the staff as far as
we possibly can. For this reason, I move the
following amendment-

Page 2. line 3-Delete the passage
following the word "amended- With a view to
substituting the fol lowing-

by-

(a) inserting after "IV a Police officer:,
or" in subsection (I), the
following-

(v) an elector, or a person
qualilied to be enrolled as an
elector, of the Commonwealth
Parliament or of the
Legislative Assembly of
Western Australia; or; and

(b) inserting after subsection (1) the
following subsection-

(In) A claim shall have inserted
therein the date on which the
claim is made by the claimant
and signed by the claimant and
the witness to the signature of
the claimant.

Such an amendment would not detract from the
Bill in any way. Indeed, in addition to the
provisions in the Bill, we are proposing to add as a
witnessing authority any person who is qualified
to go on the Commonwealth roll or the State roll.
We have not worded the provision as widely as we
would have liked. We believe that anyone who
places his or her true name and address on a card
as a witness is a witnessing authority. However,
we are discriminating here against persons who
are not naturalised Australians-we are saying
that if one is eligible to be on a State or Federal
roll, one may be a witnessing authority. What is
wrong with that?

I referred to the situation earlier where a
person may be elevated to the status of an
electoral officer for eight hours once every three
years. Because he is an "electoral officer" in a
polling booth on that day, he then has some
superior authority which allows him to witness
electoral cards. However, after 8.00 p.m. he
returns to being an ordinary citizen.

This situation is patently absurd and if
Government members had any pride in
themselves, they would acknowledge that they are
equal to any such person I have named. I am not
saying that members of Parliament are equal to a
policeman or to a justice of the peace; I am just
asking for them to be equal to and carry the same
authority as a person who, for eight hours every
three years, suddenly becomes an electoral officer.
What special powers is he provided with during
that eight-hour period? I have seen some of these
electoral officers who have been quite unable to
help electors. Many of them do not know what a
section vote or an absentee vote is. We lost the
seat of Maylands once because one of these
people did not initial the ballot papers. And yet.
these people are considered to have some superior
authority over members of Parliament for eight
hours every three years.

Do Government members want people to
become enrolled, or do they not? Do they want to
treat all Australians equally. or do they want to
discriminate against some of them? It is as simple
as that.

Mr HASSELL: The member for Victoria Park
is aware, from remarks I made during the second
reading debate, that the proposed amendment is
not acceptable to the Government. He is really
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drawing a long bow in his argument about the
person who is an electoral officer once every three
years. HeI knows that these officers are attending
to the election on that day. I am aware that
sometimes an enrolment claim is made and
witnessed by these officers, but it does not happen
very often, and of course, it is in line with the
intention of the Government when it introduced
amendments to require a particular group of
people to be the only witnesses qualified to
witness initial enrolnments. There is no
discrimination in this provision-that has been an
oft repeated misstatement. The same rules apply
to everyone who seeks enrolment . They do not
provide a disincentive to people to become
enrolled, Of course the amendment is consistent
with the policy of the member's party. It seeks to
restore a previously existing situation which is
different from that which the Government
introduced and caused to be inserted in the
Electoral Act some years ago. The amendment is
not acceptable.

As to the points raised by the member for
Victoria Park regarding the administration of the
Electoral Department, I can say to him only that
I will cause them to be drawn to the attention of
the Chief Secretary who has the responsibility for
administering that department. I have no doubt
that on some occasions there are breakdowns in
performance. The department has a fairly big job
to do-I know something about it because it was
my responsibility formerly, and I am aware that
errors can occur when such clerical tasks are
undertaken.

In recent years new technology has enabled the
updating of the administration in the Electoral
Department. We do not always have a better job
when wc introduce computer technology, but one
would think that the establishment of an electoral
roll would be an area where computers would
prove beneficial. I think that has happened, and
members know this from the information that
now is available to them. So I will draw that
matter to the attention of the Chief Secretary.

Mr JAMIESON: I support the amendment
because I believe the present situation is
discriminatory. Even in Queensland-the black
north-this sort of qualification is not required
when an enrolment claim card is witnessed. That
means that no other State or Territory in
Australia places such restrictions on witnesses.
Why are our citizens more second rate than those
in any other State? Why are they not to be
trusted? Mr Justice Kay carried out an intensive
inquiry into electoral matters, and he was unable
to put his Finger on one case of an incorredt
enrolment that necessitated such a procedure.

Why should we maintain this situation? It is
disgraceful to require witnesses to be in these
particular categories.

As a matter of fact relatives would have more
knowledge about whether the information was
correct than would an electoral officer, a justice
of the peace, a Clerk of Courts, or a police officer.
All' these people are supposed to be sure that the
information on the card is correct before they
witness a person's signature. They could not do
that unless they asked for evidence of a person's
address and evidence to show that he had lived in
the area for the required time, They would need a
copy of an extract of birth and so on before they
could witness his signature. Rather, they just sign
the card because it is put in front of them in order
to get rid of it. If a person enters a police station
to have a policeman witness his card a police
officer will walk over to the desk to watch the
person sign the card and then witness the
signature. No questions are asked. That would
only make the policeman's life a misery and a
mockery. He does not ask those questions which a
brother, sister, mother, or father would not need
to ask.

It is a high time we got back to the situation
which exists in the rest of Australia, to the
situation applying to the 13.7 million people who
do not live in Western Australia.

The Minister says there is no discrimination.
What shower does he think we came down in? It
is the very essence of discrimination that people
are forced to go to these four categories of people
rather than to a brother or sister, mother, or
father. Those people who do not choose to go on
the State electoral roll need not do so because the
State Electoral Department does not chase them
up and therefore is unlikely to find out about
them. They can quite easily be enrolled for
Commonwealth elections because their cards can
be witnessed by members of their family and
other relatives.

How stupid and ludicrous our system is. How
hopeless we appear in the eyes of people in other
countries when we involve our own people in this
sort of nonsense at this stage of history. We are
not in the deep dark ages-although that is where
the Minister seems to be-when things were
forbidden to many people and permitted to the
chosen few. If that is the world he wants to live in,
let him go somewhere else and not impose these
conditions on the citizens of Western Australia as
he has done for the past few years. without any
justification and without any evidence to show
that these conditions need to be applied.
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Our present system should not be tolerated. It
should be resisted at every available opportunity
open to members of Parliament. Therefore. I
object to this situation remaining any, longer than
it must. The amendment moved by the member
for Victoria Park is justified and should be
supported.

Mr EVANS: None of us can be proud of this
discrimination. We arc the only State in Australia
requiring a signature to be witnessed by a justice
of the peace. at Clerk of the Courts. a police
officer. or an electoral officer. Obviously these
conditions are aimed at the Aboriginal vote and
the fear on the part of this Government of the
electoral justice it will surfer in due course. The
Governiment has gone to all sorts of extremes
including its efforts to oppose the present member
for Kinmberley. What was done on that occasion
had to be witnessed to be believed. If it had been
reported from one of the emerging nations of the
third world we could have accepted it; but to have
occurred here in our own enlightened community,
which we consider to be a graphic illustration of
the Westminster systemn, was beyond belief.

The Government has not given credence to the
new Australians who have migrated to this
country. The percentage of our population they
comprise is steadily rising and because of this we
can expect to find a greater number of people
whose mother tongue is not English and who will
have difficulty with communication and reading.
It is hardly fair to expect them to have a mastery
of not only the needs of the existing electoral
system but also the means of communication.

In addition, there is the sheer inconvenience on
the part of ordinary persons, especially those in
the remote country areas, occasioned by the
present requirements. I cannot understand
country members opposite being so sanguine
about this measure when people they represent
who live on farms have to contact one of only four
categories of people who can witness claim cards.
People in many small country towns would have
difficulty locating one of the four categories:
namely, a justice of the peace, a Clerk of the
Courts. or a police or electoral officer. For an
individual to go into town in the normal course of
his business transactions to locate one of these
people is placing an unreasonable inconvenience
on this person. That inconvenience occurs in the
normal working pattern of the average person
who cannot take time during the course of a day
to ensure he is at the Clerk of Courts' office or
the police station during the normal hours of
business. Moreover, it is unfair to prevail upon the
justices of the peace, who have a fairly
considerable work load as it is.

Mr Davies: They will not appoint too many
more.

Mr EVANS: The indications are that the
Government is not appointing many new justices.

It is staggering to see the depths to which this
Government will descend to entrench itself with a
dishonest electoral system. To be as premeditated,
cold-blooded, and amoral as that and to set itself
up as a democracy is farcical.

The amendment moved by the member for
Victoria Park is reasonable. As a matter of
common sense it should be accepted in the
interests of all people of Western Australia, and
especially the country people. It is necessary also
for the number of people of migrant origin who
will increase the percentage of non-English
speaking people that will comprise our population
in future.

It is true that the Government has every reason
to fear that the Aborigines will understand the
electoral system in time and endeavour to improve
their situation through the ballot box. The
Government will pay the price for its attitude and
its neglect of the Aboriginal question over the
years. There is no valid reason on any basis at all
that the amendment should be dismissed. It
should be supported at least in the light of
decency.

Mr DAVIES: The Minister gave no excuse for
rejecting the amendment except to indicate that
he did not like it. He said it was unacceptable, but
that is no excuse, justification, or reason that the
amendment should be rejected. I remind members
opposite that by voting for this clause as it is they
are relegating themselves to inferior citizens.
They will not be able to do what other Australians
can do.

Despite what the Minister said about very few
people enrolling on election day, my experience is
that the opposite is the case. People often enrol at
the booth when they find they are not on the roll.
They have their cards witnessed by these eight-
hour electoral officers.

This amendment does nothing to the Bill: every
single clause will remain as printed. It will also
leave the present four categories of witnesses. It
will just add an additional one. It will include
people who are eligible to be electors in Western
Australian or Commonwealth elections. They
would be able to witness an electoral claim card
whether it is an initial enrolment or a re-
enrolment. We could have left that single
requirement which would have covered all the
other four, but because we know members
opposite are more than slightly paranoid about
these conditions, we left them in the Act.
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Ample arguments have been advanced by
mtmbcrs on this side to illustrate that the
amendmeni should be accepted. Anyone who
votes against it will relegate himself to an inferior
citizen.

Amendment put
following result-

Mr Barneit
Mr Carr
Mr Davies
Mr Evans
Mr H-armian
Mr Gordon Hill
Mr I lodge
Mr Jamieson

Mr Clarke
Mr Court
Mr Coyne
Mr Grayden
Mr Grewar
Mr Hassell
Mr Herzfcld
Mr Laura ne
Mr Old
Mr Rushton

Ayes
Mr Parker
Mr Bryce
Mr Bridge
Mr Grill
Mr Brian Burke
Mr Terry Burke
Mr Bertrami

and a division taken with the

Ayes IS
M rT. H. Jones
Mr Melver
Mr Pearce
Mr A. D. Taylor
Mr Tonkin
Mr Wilson
Mr Bateman

Noes 20
Mr Shalders
Mr Sibson
Mr Sodeman
Mr Spriggs
Mr Trethowan
Mr Tubby
Mr Wait
Mr Williams
Mr Young
Mr Nanovich

Pairs
Noes

Mr MacKinnon
Dr Dadour
Mrs Craig
Mr Crane
Mr Mensaros
Mr P. V. Jones
Mr O'Connor

(Teller)

(Teller)

Amendment thus negatived.
Clause put and passed.

Cla uses 4 to 7 put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report
Bill reported, without amendment, and the

report adopted.

Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr Hassell
(Minister for Police and Prisons), and passed.

BILLS (4): RETURNED

1. Acts Amendment (Motor Vehicle. Fees)
Bill.

2. Motor Vehicle Drivers Instructors
Amendment Bill.

3. Skeleton Weed and Resistant
Insects (Eradication
Amendment Bill.

Grain
Funds)

4. Fire Brigades Amendment Bill.
Bills returned from the Council without

amendment.
House adjourned if 12.20 am. (Thursday).

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

TOURISM

A broihos Islands

795. Mr COWAN. to the Minister for Tourism:

(1) Has a study been undertaken by or on
behalf of any Government department
to evaluate the tourism potential of the
Abrolhos Islands?

(2) If Yes", has there been an investigation
into the effect any tourist industry
would have on the rock lobster industry
in water sttrrounding the islands?!

(3) Will the findings of the study be made
available to the public?

Mr MacKINNON replied:
(1) A comprehensive report on all aspects of

the future use of the Abrolhos Islands is
currently being undertaken by the
Geraldton mid-west regional
development committee. No previous
study has been undertaken.
The report is to be forwarded to me
when completed.

(2) and (3) 1 will have to await receipt of
the report before further action can be
determined.

EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOLS AND
PRIMARY SCHOOLS

STD Bar

803. Mr PEARCE, to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Education:
(1) Is it a fact that a review of the

Education Department policy to place
an STD bar on school telephones is to
take place late in first term 1982?

(2) How much is the review likely to cost'?
(3) Which officers will be conducting the

review?
(4) What procedures will be adopted to

ensure the review is comprehensive:
specifically, will school administrators
and classroom teachers be asked to
comment?

(5) When will the review be completed?
(6) Will the result of the review be

published in full?
(7) Will the same officers who conduct the

review be responsible for interpreting
the results of the review?
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(8) Should the review show that the STD
bar should be lifted on all school phones.
how much is ibis likely to cost?

(9) How much did it cost in hours and
materials to impose the STD bar?

Mr CLARKO replied:
(I) Yes.
(2) Not known. The cost will be limited to

minor. reprographic expenses, computer
time, and to a limited number of man
hours of the officers involved.

(3) Departmental officers from
administrative and financial branches.

(4) The survey will contain two major
elements. A comparison will be made of
the number and cost of telephone calls
during the trial period and those of the
corresponding period in the previous
year. School administration will provide
information regarding the effect of STD
barring on their schools and will thereby
be in a position to provide their
comments.

(5) 30 June 1982.
(6) and (7) No.
(8) No cost for removal or installation.
(9) STID bar wvas effected by Telecom at no

cost to the Department.

EDUCATION: DEPARTMENT

New Building: Rent

804. Mr PEARCE. to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Education:

How much is paid in rent to the
Superannuation Board for the new
Education Department offices?

Mr CLARKO replied:
$2.24 million per annum
approximately-this figure will be
subject to adjustment as final accounts
and costing for the project are finalised.
The building is leased to the Minister
for Works over a 25 year period. It is on
Crown land and at the end of the 25
year period it will become the property
of the Government.
The rental, which includes the floor
occupied by State Treasury, will be
reviewed periodically, based on
commercial rates.

EDUCATION: DEPARTMENT
New Building: Carpets and Curtains

806. Mr HARMAN. to the Minister for Works:
(1) With respect to the new Education

Department building, what was the
amount paid for the provision of-
(a) wool fabrics;
(b) carpets:
(c) curtains, blinds. etc.?

(2) Which were the Firms involved in the
installation of (a), (b), and (c) above?

(3) Would he detail the specifications for
(I) (a) to (c) ?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) (a) Wool fabrics were used on

partitions, the backs of storage
units, and upholstery in seating. In
each case, tenders were called for
complete articles and the costs of
separate components are not
known.

(b) Tenders for the carpets did not
form part of the head contract but
were called as a trade contract
by Jason Construction, the
construction manager for the
project.

(c) Curtains-52 679:
blinds-59 528.

(2) (a) Partitioning Systems (W.A.) Pty
Ltd.

(b) not known:
(c) Curtains-Upstairs Downstairs

Curtains;
blinds-Peter Kennedy and
Company.

(3) (a) The overall specifications are quite
voluminous and contain such
features as the general conditions of
tender. The clauses believed to be
relevant to the Member's questions
are:
Partitions
"'Sonata Woolcoustic' cladding to

specified cupboard backs minimum
Il0oz. square yard/340 gins. square
metre. Fixed with manufacturer's
approved adhesive-VW 200.
Woolcoustic cladding shall be
guaranteed from one dye batch.
preferably one production run.
Tenderers shall nominate alternate
price per square metre for cladding
to be stain repellant treated during
manufacture.
Cladding colour to be advised."
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Storage Units
'Woolcoustic cladding throughout
shall be minimum IC ox. square
yard/340 gis. square metre unless
otherwise stated. The cladding shall
be fixed in accordance with
manufacturer's instructions using
VW 200 adhesive.
Woolcoustic cladding shall be
guaranteed for one dye batch,
preferably one production run.
Tenderers shall nominate alternate
price per square metre for cladding
to be stain repellant treated during
manufacture."

(b)
(c)

Seating
"Commercial rated wool
upholstery-K. J. Textiles Sitar/
Living Fabrics, Norseman or
similar approved. Colour to be
specified. Protective plastic
stripping around perimeter of seat
and back pads."
Not applicable.
Curtains and blinds were
selected by the design
consultan ts-M etapla n. The blinds
are Verosol, a Dutch screening
fabric. The curtains are of wool
Fabrics.

EDUCATION

Community Language Classes

811. Mr TERRY BURKE. to the Honorary
Minister Assisting the Minister for
Education:

(1) How many community language classes,
as distinct from foreign language
classes. does the Education Department
run'?

(2) Where are they located'?
(3) Which languages are being taught?
(4) What is the number of children involved

in each ease?

(5) '(a) What is the number of staff; and

(b) qualifications of staff involved?'

M r C LA RKO replied:

(1) There are 23 out-of-hours Saturday
school community language classes.

(2) Balcatta SI1IS (six classes), Governor
Stirling SI-S (three classes), Mt Lawley
SHS (six classes), and South Fremantle
(SHS) (eight classes).

(3) and (4) Croatian (183 students):
Macedonian (50 siudent-s): Modern
Greek (46 students): Polish (35
students): Portuguese (28 students);
Serbian (29 students).

(5) (a) 23 teachers;
(b) precise details are not available. It

is known that some are fully trained
teachers. The primary requirement
was acceptability to the community.
In school time, French, German,
Italian, Indonesian, Japanese,
Mandarin, and Modern Greek are
offered to a total of 17 907 students
-12 117 in secondary schools and
5 990 in primary schools. Most high
schools offer at least one language.
All teachers are teacher trained.

CONSERVATION AND T1lE
ENVIRONMENT

Sj'siem I/

813. Mr BARNETT, to the Minister for
Conservation and the Environment:

(1) Has (he biological survey for System 11I
been completed?

(2) Tf "Yes", when will it be mnade public'?
(3) If "No" to (I), when is it expected to be

completed?.
(4) Have biological surveys for other

systems been completed?
(5) If "Yes", are they publicly available?
(6) If "No' to (4), when are such surveys

expected to be completed and for what
systems?

Mr LAURANCE replied:
(1) The field work has been completed.
(2) Reports on the work will be published

oyer the next year Or two.
(3) Answered by (2).
(4) to (6) Biological surveys recoimended

within other systems are undertaken as
resources becomei available.

CONSERVATION AND THE
ENVIRONMENT

Chemicals: Hazardous

814. Mr BARNETT, to the Minister for
Conservation and the Environment:

(1) Who are the members of the Western
Australian advisory committee on
environmentally hazardous chemicals?

(2) What are the terms of referenice of the
committee?
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(31 How many times has the committee Met
in-

(a) 1981;
(b) 1982,

and on what dates?
(4) To whom does it report?
(5) Are its reports available publicly?
(6) What is the definition of an

environmentally hazardous chemical?

Mr LAURANCE replied:

(1) LMr C . Porter (Chairman)-Dept.
Conservation arnd Environment.
Dr. R. Fild-Dept. Conservation and
Environment.
Dr. F, Heyworth-Dept. of Health and
Medical Services,
Mr B. Gabbedy-Dept. of Agriculture.
Mr H. Douglas-Dept. of Mines,
Mr H. Hughes-Government Chemical
LaboratIonies.
Mr M. Prime-Transport Commission,
Mr G. Miller-Commonwealth
Government Representative.
Dept. of Science and Technology,
M r M. Cox-Chamber of Commerce.
MrT K. Seampron-Confederation of
Industry,
MrT M. Derumis-Aust. Chemical
Industry Council,
Dr. J. Hosking-Royal Australian
Chemical Institute.
Mr D. Drake-Brockman, (Secretary)
-Qecpt. Conservation and Environment.

(2) 1 seek leave to table the terms of
reference of the committee.

(3) (a) Twiee-4 August 1981, and I
December 1981;

(b) none.

(4) Minister for Conservation and the
Environ mentI.

(5) To date the committee has not published
any reports.

(6) Whether a chemical is environmentally
hazardous or not depends on many
factors, including its concentration,
formulation and quantity, when released
into the environment. Consideration has
to be given both to chemicals which arc
deliberately applied or disposed of and
to those which may be discharged
accidentally.

The terms of reference wiere tabled (see paper
No. 209).

CONSERVATION AND THE
ENVIRONMENT

Kwinana: Eucalypt Trees

816. Mr BARNETT, to the Minister for
Conservation and the Environment:

(1) Is he aware that in the vicinity of the
Kwinana industrial strip, in particular
the Wattleup area, some 90 to 95 per
cent of the eucalypt trees are being
denuded of a canopy of leaves?

(2) Can he give an explanation for Lhis
phenomenon?

(3) What is the explanation?
Mr LAURANCE replied:
(I ) No.
(2) No.
(3) I am having the matter investigated and

will provide the member with a report.

STATE FORESTS

Shannon River Basin

817. Mr- BARNETT, to the Minister for
Forests:

(I ) (a) What is the area of road reserves in
the Shannon River basin:

(b) what are the respective widths of
these reserves:

(c) can these be shown on a large-scale
map?

(2) (a) What is the area of river and
stream reserves in the Shannon
River basin;

(b) what are the respective widths of
these reserves;,

(e) can these be shown on a large-scale
map?

(3) What is the area of-
(a) pure karri forest:,
(b) mixed karri forest;
(c) other forest

in the Shannon River basin-

(i) road reserves;
(ii) stream reserves?

Mr LAURANCE replied:
It is assumed that the word "reserves" in
this question refers to the strips reserved
from cutting established by the Forests
Department adjacent to certain roads,
rivers and Streams where vegetation
protection is essential for sound multiple
use management and is not otherwise
provided by existing National Parks or
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Flora, Fauna and Landscape Priority
Areas,

(I) (a) 4 962 ha;
(b) generally 400 metres either side of

the road;
(c) yes.

(2) (a) 2 610 ha;
(b) generally 200 metres and 100

metres on either side of the river or
stream respectively:,

(c) see (1) (c).
(3) (a) (i) 626 ha:

(b) (i) 1 286 ha:
(c) (i) 2 342 ha;
(a) (ii) 303 ha:
(b) (ii) 325 ha;
(c) 0i0 384 ha.

LAND: NATIONAL PARKS

Fitzgerald River

818. Mr BARNETT, to the Minister for
Conservation and the Environment:

(1) Is it a fact chat the area recommended
by the conservation through reserves
committee for inclusion in the Fitzgerald
River National Park is being considered
for land release?

(2) How much, and which precise section is
being considered for release?

(3) (a) Has the Environmental Protection
Authority been asked to comment
on it;

(b) if so, with what result?
(4) (a) Has an environmental impact study

or an environmental review and
management programme been
requested; and

(b) if not, why not?
(5) (a) Is it a fact that adjacent lands have

suffered severe erosion from winds
and in some instances have recently
given the appearance of desert;

(b) is he aware of complaints from
various local residents as a result of
dust storms in the adjacent farming
lands?

Mr LAURANCE replied:
(1) Same of the area recommended by the

Conservation Through Reserves
Committee is being considered for
release for agriculture.

(2) Some of the land may be suitable for
release for agriculture, but all potential
sections have not yet been precisely
delineated.

(3) (a) and (b) The EPA recom menda tions
on some of the land have been
transmitted to the Lands
Department and whilst these
recommendations favour release of
certain areas, investigations arc
being undertaken into other areas
in this locality.

(4) (a) No;

(b) existing assessment procedures
through a working group on land
releases are considered adequate.

(5) (a) There has been severe wind erosion
recorded in the Jerramungup
section of the Gnowangerup Shire.
The land adjacent to the Fitzgerald
River National Park is in the
Ravensthorpe Shire.

(b) No.

COURTS: MAGISTRATES

Work Load

826. Mr BATEMAN, to the
representing the Attorney General:

Minister

(I) In view of the possible overloading of the
work in all the magistrates courts in the
city and Metropolitan areas, would he
consider building a similar Court as the
Armadale local court on land set aside
for such dcvelopment in the Bentley area
to serve the ever increasing need for
such a facility in and around this area?

(2) If not, why not?

Mr HASSELL replied:

(1) and (2) Magistrates' courts in the
metropolitan area are not overloaded.
The new court facilities in Perth and
those proposed in Armadale on land
acquired for this purpose will avoid the
possibility of any future overload. There
is no justification for additional court
facilities in Bentley at present or in the
near future.

POLICE: CRIME

Shopping Centres

827. Mr BATEMAN, to the Minister for Police
and Prisons:

(1) As he would be aware of the ever-
increasing problems associated with
junior and senior crime in the south
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suburban area, would he introduce a
greater number of police patrols to
watch the activities of shopping centres
and small shopping areas where certain
unruly elements gather?

(2) i f not, why not?

Mr HASSELL replied:
(1) and (2) There has been no out of the

ordinary upsurge in reported crime and
disorderly behaviour in the south
suburban area in recent weeks to
warrant greater numbers or police
patrols, with the exception of the
Langford playing field and shopping
area.
A special regular evening plain clothes
mobile patrol has been operating during
the past week in this area to combat
unruly behaviour. Patrols will be
increased as considered necessary.

HOUSING: RENTAL

Renrs: Controls

828. Mr BATEMAN. to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Housing:

(1) In view of the unfortunate
ctrcumstances of many home owners
having to quit their homes because or
increasing mortgage rates, is he aware of
the unscrupulous thoughtlessness being
displayed by landlords to increase the
rentals above a normal rental to tenants
occupying rental accommodation, many
of whom are those forced into the rental
situation through no fault of their own?

(2) If so. will he bring about legislation
similar to legislation in every State of
Australia except Western Australia,
which provides for a fair rental to all
concerned'?

(3) If "Yes", will he bring this legislation
before Parliament immediately?

(4) If not, why not?

M r SH AL DE RS replied:

(1) I am not aware Of this situation.
(2) to (4) Answered by (1).

IIFA [TI I: HEARING CONSERVATION

Regulations

829. Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for Health:

(1) Is his department preparing regulations
relating to hearing conservation?

(2) Ifr so, when are such regulations likely to
be promulgated?

Mr YOUNG replied:

(1) Yes.
(2) Not known. The regulations are

complex. Crown Law Department has
been unable to attend to drafting while
Parliament is in session, but
departmental officers have been
promised an early recommencement of
drafting when the current session ends.

PRISON: CANNING VALE

Opera lions: Commencement

830. Mr TRETHOWAN, to the Minister for
Police and Prisons:

(1) When is it expected that the first
prisoners will be accommodated in the
new medium security prison at Canning
Vale?

(2) As the building was completed towards
the end of 1981, why has this taken so
long to occ ur?

Mr HASSELL replied:

(I)
(2)

14 June 1982.
The commissioning of prisons requires
careful and orderly planning. Whilst the
official commissioning of the prison was
late in 1981, considerable work was still
required to complete the physical
construction of the prison, particularly
in those areas concerning security.
There are many factors involved in
operating a prison, the most important
areas being the selection, appointment,
and training of staff and the testing and
evaluation of facilities, operations and
procedures.
The planning schedule is at this date on
time and will culminate with the largest
contingent of staff arriving at the prison
and commencing their orientation
(training) programme on 24 May 1982.
Administrative and senior staff available
prior to this date have already received
training and have been involved in the
continuous planning, testing and
evaluation process.
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STATE SH IPPING SERVICE

Freight: Rates Schedule

831. Mr BRIDGE, to the Minister for
Transport:

(1) Could he advise if any action is being
taken by the State Shipping Service to
make available to the public a simple
and easily understood freight rate
schedule calculated on a cents per
kilogram basis'?

(2) What efforts, if any, arc being made by
the State Shipping Service to establish a
marketing policy to ensure that the
service continues to be competitive with
road transport?

Mr RUSHTON replied:

(1) I am advised that freight rates are
immediately available from State Ships
on application. The nature of the rates
given are dependent on the quantity of
cargo involved, that is, full container lots
or less than container lots, and the type
of service required, that is, door to door,
wharf to wharf, etc. Due to the range of
options open to the client dependant on
his particular needs, the publication of a
schedule is not considered realistic.
Quotation of a cents per kilogram basis
will be given when requested and the
type of service required has been
indicated.

(2) Every effort continues to be made to
meet the objective of being competitive
with road transport. This is clearly
evidenced by the very attractive rates
offered for FCL cargoes and the growth
in containerised traffic, which has been
interrupted by the MV Pilbara casualty.'
This will undoubtedly resume with the
vessel's return to operations later this
month to service the north with her
sister vessel, MV Koolinda.

PASTORAL LEASE

Bali Station

832. Mr 1. F. TAYLOR. to the Minister for
Lands:

(I) Is he aware that in August 1980 the
Aboriginal Development Corporation on
behalf of Yamatji Ngura Inc.
approached the owners of Bali Station
with a view to purchasing the property?

(2) Is it fact that the decision to approve the
transfer of the lease is still under
consideration?

(3) If "Yes" to (2), is it a fact that the
Government is refusing to transfer the
property to Yamatji Ngura Inc. or the
Aboriginal Development Corporation
because it is concerned that the properly
would then be in the hands of an
Aboriginal group?

(4) Is it usual for a Government decision
relating to the transfer of a pastoral
lease to take such an inordinate amount
of time?

(5) When will a decision on the transfer be
made?

Mr LAURANCE replied:

(I) No. The interest of the Aboriginal
Development Commission in Bali
Station was first recorded in the
Department of Lands and Surveys on 12
December 1980, as a result of a
telephone enquiry from the Commission
office in Canberra, Formal request by
solicitors, on behalf of Yamatji Ngura
Inc., for approval to a contract of sale
was not received until January 1982,
and the commission did not pursue the
matter in the meantime.

(2) Yes.
(3)
(4)

No.
and (5) Insufficient information has
been submitted to the department to
facilitate an early decision on the
request, and this aspect is being pursued.

HOUSING: PENSIONERS

Mi. Magnet

833. Mr 1. F. TAYLOR, to the Honorary
Minister Assisting the Minister for Housing:

(1) Is the State Housing Commission aware
that the population of Mt. Magnet
includes a high proportion of
pensioners?

(2) If "Yes", are there any plans to
construct State Housing Commission
pensioner units in Mt Magnet?

(3) If "No" to (2). why not?
(4) If' "Yes' to (2), what are the details of

those plans?

Mr SHALDERS replied:

(1) No.
(2) Answered by (I) above.
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(3) The commission has only one
application for pensioner
accommodation and this is not
considered to represent a high demand.

(4) Not applicable.

H-OUSING

Mi. Magnet

834. M'%r 1. F. TAYLOR. to the Honorary
Minister Assisting the Minister for Housing.

(1) Is the State Housing Commission
currently constructing a number of
houses in Mt. Magnet'?

(2) lf "Yes"-
(a) how mnany houses:
(b) have tenants for each house been

selected?
M'Vr SIAALDERS replied:
(I1) Yes.

(2) (a) Two three bedroom dwellings;
(b) no.

CONSUMER AFFAIRS BUREAU

Complaint Forms

835. Mr I. F. TAYLOR. to the Honorary
Minister Assisting the Minister for
Consumer Affairs:

Referring him to his letter dated 7 April
1982. in which he stated that supplies of
Bureau of Consumer Affairs complaint
forms would be sent to all members.
when will the forms be forwarded?

Mr SHALI)ERS replied:
Additional supplies of the forms had to
be printed. They will be despatched
fromn the bureau to all members today.

WORKERS* COMPENSATION AND
ASSISTANCE ACT

Lump Sumn

836. Mlvr I. F. TAYLOR, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Labour and
I ndustry:

(1) With respect to the recent
implementation of the Workers'
Compensation and Assistance Act 1981,
when can workers who have almost
immediately elected to receive the
redemption amount under Schedule 5.
Clause 3 of the Act, expect payment of
the lump sum?!

(2) If the period between the lodgment of
the necessary form and payment of the
lump sum is expected to be longer than
one month, what would be the reason for
the delay?

Mr YOUNG replied:

(1) and (2) It is anticipated that if the
worker concerned has agreed all aspects
of the redemption or the supplementary
amount with the insurance company
concerned; and if the worker is prepared
to allow the insurance company to
process the various documents for him;
and finally, if the worker signs Promptly
all documents required to be signed by
him, then not more than one month
should elapse from the date the worker
files or causes to be filed with the
Registrar of the Workers' Compensation
Board, the notice of election required
pursuant to Schedule 5, Clause 3 of the
Workers' Compensation and Assistance
Act 198 1.

EDUCATION

WA School or NMines a nd
Further Educatlion

837. Mr 1. F. TAYLOR. to the Honorary
Minister Assisting the Minister for
Education:

In view of the fact that the most recent
report of the interim council of the WA
School of Mines and Further Education
urged the Government to make an early
announcement concerning future
development of post-secondary
education in K~algoorlie so that detailed
planning can be completed in time for
the start of the 1983 academic year.
what is the current position with respect
to the Government making a decision on
this matter?

Mr CLARKO replied:

This matter is under consideration by
the Government and an announcement
will be made as soon as possible.

HEALTH: DANGEROUS DRUGS

Dumping

838. Mr HODGE. to the Minister for Health:
(I) Is it a fact that a large quantity of

dangerous drugs originating from
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Governlment hospitals were dumped at a
public tip in Bannister Road, Canning
Vale, on Friday, 7 May?

(2) If "Yes", does he know who was
responsible for dumping the drugs at the
tip'!

(3) Is the disposal oF large quantities of
drugs at 'a public tip a safe and
acceptable method of disposal'!

(4) Which Act or regulations govern the
disposal of dangerous drugs and who is
responsible for enforcement of the law in
this regard?

(5) Does the law prohibit the dumping of
dangerous drugs at a public tip?

(6) What action is he taking to ensure that
in future all unwanted drugs from
Government hospitals, or any other
source, are disposed of in a safe and
satisfactory manncr?

Mr YOUNG replied:

The method of publicity used by the
Sunday Independent with regard to the
incident referred to in this question is
one of the most disgraceful journalistic
exercises I have ever seen.
The reporters connected with the story
became aware of a perfectly
straightforward and routine disposal of
pharmaceuticals at the Canning Vale tip
on Friday, 7 May.
Because they formed the opinion that
what occurred at the tip represented a
public health risk, they proceeded to
publicise the situation out of all
proportion to its nature. It would appear
they removed material from the tip
without proper authority and in an
attempt to retain the "story" exclusively
to the Sunday Independen-having firsc
ascertained on Friday, 7 May that both
the Mayor of Canning and myself would
be in the metropolitan area over the
weekend-withheld information in
respect of the story for at least over 24
hours.
If they had considered the story had any
substance to their allegations of public
health danger. it seems they would have
been under a moral obligation to have
divulged that information either to the
Mayor of Canning or mysel f
immediately they had it.

If, on the other hand, the matter wvas of
no consequence and therefore not
worthy of reporting at the time of
discovery, it seems they handled the
whole question in a very hysterical and
unethical manner. 1 understand the
Mayor of the City of Canning will be
referring the matter to the Australian
Journalists' Association.
Answers to the member's specific
questions are as follows:

(1) Yes.
(2) Government Stores.
(3) Yes.
(4) The Health Act administered by

the Public Health Department and
local authorities, and the Poisons
Act administered by the Public
Health Department.

(5) No.
(6) Recycling and other disposal

methods already exist, and this will
be drawn to the attention of the
org'anisations concerned again. The
publicity surrounding this episode
may serve some useful purpose in
drawing attention to this.

H EA LTH: DENTA L TH ERA PY
CENTR ES

Role and Fonei ion

839. Mr HODGE, to the Minister for Health:

(1) Further to question 607 of 1982, why
has the Dental Therapy Association of
WA (Inc.) not been included in the
discussions that are taking place on the
proposed amendments to the Western
Australian institute of Technology's
dental therapy course?

(2) Has the Government rej ected the
Australian Dental Association's
suggestion that the dental therapy
course at WAIT be restructured to train
dental hygienists/health educators?

(3) Which reasons have the Australian
Dental Association put to the
Government to support the
abovementioned suggestion?

(4) Which organisation or individual is
responsible for researching the proposed
amalgamation of the WAIT and Public
Health Department dental therapy
courses?
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(5) How far have the amalgamation
proposals or discussions progressed and
is there any tentative date for the final
decision?

(6) Can he provide details of the type of
changes likely to be made to the WAIT
course if the proposed amalgamation
occurs'?

(7) (a) If the amalgamation takes place.
what effect will it have on the
status of the currently graduated
dental therapists in private practice
and Government schools;

(b) will the present 126 qualified and
registered dental therapists from
the WAIT course be able to
continue their careers in the same
capacity'?

(8) How many Public Health Department
trained dental therapists are currently
unemployed?!

(9) Has the Public Health Department
encouraged part-time employment of
dental therapists in the Government
school service?

Mr YOUNG replied:

(1) The discussions between the Western
Australian Institute of Technology, the
Western Australian Post Secondary
Education Commission and the Public
Health Department were ordered by
Cabinet.

(2) No.
(3) The reasons are contained in a letter

from the association and. I assume, are
confidential.

(4) The organisations referred lo in (1).
(5) 30 June 1982.
(6) No.

(7) (a) None is anticipated:
(b) Yes.

(8) Not known.
(9) Yes.

COMMUNITY WELFARE

Box Family

840. Mr DAVIES. to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Community
Welfare:
(1) Did his department assist a Mrs Box

and two children to leave Western
Australia as reported in the Sunday
Independent of 21 February 1982?

(2) Did this effectively prevent the father.
Mr Stephen Box. from having access to
them as ordered by the Family Court?

(3) If so. is not the Government in contempt
of the court?

(4) Does this mean that Mr Box has to
make any further application for access
to his family through the courts in
Victoria?

(5) If so, will the Government assist him in
such approaches, and to what extent?

(6) Has he been assisted with costs to date.
and if so, to what extent?

Mr YOUNG replied:

(1) to (6) As the member's question
concerns a particular individual and
other members of the family I intend to
respect their right to confidentiality. I
will however write to the member and
answer his question fully.

HEALTH: ALCOHOL

Serenity Lodge

841. Mr BARNETT, to the Minister for Health:

(1) Is it a fact that an evaluation report is or
was being done into the Serenity Lodge
for alcoholics programme?

(2) When did it commence?
(3) When was it completed or when is it

expected to be completed?
(4) What was the cost of the exercise?
(5) When will the report be made public?
(6) Will he give me a copy of the report?

Mr YOUNG replied:

(I) Yes.
(2) February 1981.
(3) It is expected to be completed within a

few weeks.
(4) $24000.
(5) After my officers and I have been able

to study it and it has been appropriately
validated by recognised independent
research workers.

(6) A copy will be made available to the
member when I authorise its release to
the public.

CONSERVATION AND THE
ENVIRONMENT

Coastal Planning and Management

842. Mr BARNETT, to the Minister for
Conservation and the Environment:

(I) Is it a fact that guidelines for a planned
management policy for the Western
Australian coastline were issued in
19779
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(2) Is it a fact that Mr Graham Sansomn was
appointed coastal planning and
management adviser to the Department
of Conservation and Environment in
1980?

(3) (a) Has a firm policy on coastal
management since been announced:

(b) if not, why not'?

(4) When can it be expected that such a
policy will be announced?

Mr LAURANCE replied:

(1) Yes, by the Environmental Protection
Authority in a report titled "Working
Draft-Guidelines for an Environmental
Protection Policy on the Coastal Zone in
Western Australia".

(2)
(3)

Yes.,,
and (4) The Government is currently
considering the results of a review of
both the EPA policy guidelines and
arrangements for coastal planning and
management in genetal. This is a
complex matter involving several
departments and is still under
consideration by the Government.

COCKBURN SOUND

Polystyrene

843. Mr BARNETT, to the Minister for
Conservation and the Environment:

(1) Is he aware of reports of a white, solid,
polystyrene type material floating in an
area covering 200 x 40 metres of
Cnckburn Sound some weeks ago?

(2) (a) What was the substance: and
(b) from where did it come'?

(3) Who was responsible for releasing the
material'?

(4) If the matter is not known, would he be
interested in a sample of the material
which is in my possession?

Mr LAURANCE replied:

(I ) Yes. The matter has been investigated
by the Department of Conservation and
Environment and the Fremantle Port
Authority.

(2) (a) The substance is a light w'eight high
silica sand that results from
quenching operations of the blast
furnace at Australian Iron and
Steel, Kwinana.

(b) AIS Kwinana.
(3) and (4) The material is normally

retained during blast furnace operations,
but was accidentally released in the
period just prior to shut-down of the
AIS plant.

WILDLIFE

Conservation Act Amendment Act

844. Mr BARNETT, to the Minister for
Fisheries and Wildlife:

(1) Is it a facL that the Wildlife
Conservation Act Amendment Act 1979
has been rendered inoperative following
a ruling on interpretation by the Crown
Law Department?

(2) Is the Crown Law Department drafting
amending legislation io the Wildlife
Conservation Act in order that the
protection given to our unique flora is
maintained effectively'?

(3) What areas of the Act are causing
concern?

Mr OLD replied:

(1)
(2)
(3)

No.
No.
Some problems have been experienced in
obtaining informiation on flora taken
from private land. The department is
considering alternative ways of
obtaining this information.

CONSERVATION AND THE
ENVIRONMENT

Cape Peron Pipeline: Review

845. Mr BARNETT, to the Minister for
Conservation and the Environment:

(1) Relevant to the Cape Peron pipeline
proposal, has the Environmental
Protection Authority yet met to review
the proposal and its objections'?

(2) When can it be expected that the
Environmental Protection Authority will
make a decision on the matter?!

Mr LAURANCE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) 1 have received the E7PA report and

recom mendat ions and they arc being
considered.
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FLORA

Woketherra Hill- White Peaks Property

846. Mr CARR. to the Minister for Fisheries
and Wildlife:

(1) Has he seen the article in the Geraldton
Guardian of 30 April. headed 'Rare
plant find costly for Glenfield farmer"?

(2) Will he please explain why this farmer
has been inconvenienced by having
his property out of action for nearly
12 months awaiting departmental
arrangements'?

(3) What progress has been made towards
establishing a reserve in the area of the
rare plant'?

(4) When is this likely to be completed?
(5) What progress has been made towards

completing arrangements for a land
swap?

(6) When is this likely to be completed?
(7) What progress has been made towards

agreeing to compensation for Mr
Hemsley's loss, including loss of ability
to mine the gravel on his property?

(8) When is this likely lo be completed?
(9) Is it the view of the Government that

landholders who discover rare cultural
items should be encouraged to co-
operate with the Government through
the knowledge that bureaucrati c
processing will be prompt and efficient?

(10) Is he aware of rumours that other rare
native plants in the region have been
destroyed because landholders do not
wish to suffer the inconvenience suffered
by Mr Hemnsley in his case?

(11I) What steps have been taken, or are
proposed, to see that such a delay in
bureaucratic procedures does not occur
again?

Mr LAURANCE replied:
(I) Yes.
(2) The farmer concerned has two species of

rare flora on his property. It is an
offence under the Wildlife Conservation
Act to rake rare flora without the
permission of the Minister for Fisheries
and Wildlife. The farmer concerned has
not applied to me for permission to take
the rare flora on his property.

(3) Arrangements are being made in co-
operation with the farmer for a land
exchange so that the area of land
containing the ra re flora can be
established as a reserve.

(4) The land exchange requires
consideration by the Land Purchase
Board before final approval can be
recommended.

(5) I understand the proposed land
exchange is expected to be on the
agenda of the next meeting of the Land
Purchase Board. However, the farmer
has indicated that he may not wish to
proceed with the land exchange.

(6) See (4) and (5).
(7) Mr Hcmsley has not applied for

compensation. Section 23F or the
Wildlife Conservation Act sets out the
procedure for situations in which
compensation is payable.

(8) See (7).
(9) Yes.

(10) No.
(11) Mr Hemsley was advised of the

procedure which could result in the
payment of compensation when he was
first notified of the presence of rare flora
on his land. He has chosen not to pursue
that procedure.

HOSPITAL: GERALDTON REGIONAL

"Viialcall"

847. Mr CARR, to the Minister for Health:

(1) Has a submission been prepared which
asks the Hospital and Allied Services
Department to allow the Geraldton
Regional Hospital to co-operate with the
"Vitalcall" organisation as an
emergency contact?

(2) If "Yes", when can an answer be
expected to this submission?

Mr YOUNG replied:

(I) No specific submission has been
received in respect to the Geraldton
Regional Hospital. However, the
"Vitalcall" organisation has approached
my department suggesting that public
hospitals throughout Western Australia
be the "responder of last resort".

(2) This suggestion is now under
consideration and a decision will be
made shortly.

TRAFFIC: MOTOR VEHICLES
Drivers: Seat Belts

848. Mr CARR, to the Minister for Police and
Prisons:
(1) Has the Police Department considered

the possibility of issuing a special sticker
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to a car owner if the regular driver or a
regular passenger is not required to wear
a seat belt on medical grounds?

(2) Is it possible that such a slicker could
save time and embarrassment for Police
officers?

(3) Is his department aware of such a
practice being used in the United States
of America or in any other country?

(4) If the possibility has not been
considered, will he undertake to have it
examined?

Mr HASSELL replied:

(1) No.
(2) No. Such duties would be carried out

during normal patrol. There should be
no embarrassment if the driver produces
a medical certificate.

(3) No specific information regarding this
practice is to hand.

(4) It would not appear to be a viable
proposition because the vehicle would
have to be stopped to establish that the
person then driving was the regular
driver. However, if additional
information as to the need for such a
scheme was made available the matter
would be researched.

EDUCATION: GERALDTON REGIONAL
EDUCATION OFFICE

Relocation

849. Mr CARR. to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Education:

(1) Has the proposal to establish a new
regional education office building at
Bluff Point been delayed?

(2) If "Yes", will he please give details,
including the reasons for the change of
pla ns?

(3) Is it proposed to locate the office
temporarily in the Geraldton shopping
cc ni re?

(4) If "Yes" to (3). will he please give
details including moving in date,
anticipated period of occupancy, cost of
outfitting the premises, annual charges,
and reasons for choosing such a site?

(5) If "'No" to (3), will he please advise of
the correct position?!

(6) Has the department considered leaving
the Rooney Library at its present
location in conjunction with similar
resources required by teachers at the
community education centre, even if' it
persists with its claim that the office
parts of the regional education office
need to be moved'?

(7) If "No" to (6), will he please, in the
interests of common sense, instruct his
department to consider this option?

(8) What is the present annual rental paid
by the Education Department for its
premises at the community education
centre?

Mr CLARKO replied:

(1) to (5) The future location of the
regional education office at Geraldton
is still under consideration and no Final
decision has been made.

(6) No, because Rooney Library materials
are complementary to other resource
materials which are located under it and
are under the control of a regional
education department centre.

(7) The regional superintendent will be
asked to review the position.

(8) S4 780. The lease expires on 15 May
1982.

RAILWAYS

Sleepers: Concrcee

850. Mr MOIVER, to the Minister for
Transport:

(1) Is it the Government's intention to re-
place the concrete sleepers on the
Koolyanobbing- Kalgoorlie section of
railway in 1982?

(2) If "Yes", will John Holland
Constructions now situated at
Meckering. be given every consideration
for the contract as over 50 employees
will be retrenehed when present contract
expires'?

(3) If "No" to (2). would he explain the
reason'?

Mr RUSHTON replied:

(1) No. A proposal to resleeper
evaluated by Westrail but the work
insufficient justification to aitraci
necessary funds at this timne.

(2) and (3) Answered by (1).

was

had
the
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RAILWAYS: FREIGHT

Joint Venture: Rail Sidings

851. Mr MOIVER, to the Minister for
Transport:

As Mayne Nickless have informed
country residents they will not be
delivering consignments to unattended
rail sidings, how will consignments to
unattended sidings be delivered?

Mr RUSHTON replied:

Westrail will continue to deliver wagon
toad traffic to unattended sidings.
With "smalls" traffic because of open
competition country people will be able
to choose the operator whose service best
suits their needs.

RAILWAYS: FREIGHT

Joint Venture: Staff

852. Mr McIVER. to the Minister for
Transport:

(1) Ilow many staff have volunteered to
date to join the joint venture in the-
(a) Kewdale and m~etropolitan area:
(b) country?!

(2) With reference to question 570 of 1982,
as no overheadls will be charged against
the joint venture, does this mean that
the total overheads will now be charged
against the regulated and other wagon
load traffic'?

(3) As the special agreement rates cannot be
altered beyond the terms of the
agreement, with the added overheads do
not the chances of favourable rates for
export and other traffics appear remote?

Mr RUSHTON replied:

(1) (a) and (b) I am informed by Westrail
that initially only a few people
volunteered to join the joint venture
company in either the country or
metropolitan area. However, quite a
large number expressed interest in
secondment and kept their options open
until more information became
available.
Follow-up interviews in the country and
metropolitan area are currently in
progress. Country results indicate t hat
sufficient staff will accept secondmen t to
fill most of the available country
positions with the company.

Metropolitan interviews have only just
begun and while it is too early to predict
the final result, reactions suggest that
many employees who expressed interest
will accept secondment.

(2) At a minimum, rates for wagon load and
regulated traffics are set to make a
contribution to overheads.
Westrail will only accept those traffics
where the rates can be set at a level
which is sufficient to make a
contribution to overhecads. This policy
will also apply to wagon load traffic
hauled for the joint venture.

(3) Special agreement rates have been
negotiated at levels which ensure a
contribution to overheads. As a result of
the formation of the joint venture
company Westrail will improve the
contribution it receives towards
overheads through its share of the
Company's profits and the revenue it
will earn from leasing Fixed assets.
Where provisions exist for review of
agreement rates they can be increased
where favourable market conditions
apply.

RAILWAYS: FREIGHT

Joint Venture; Staff

853. Mr MeIVER, to the Minister for
Transport:

With reference to question 569 of 1982
relevant to secondnment of staff, does he
still claim that only one senior Westrail
officer will be seconded to the joint
venture?

Mr RUSHTON replied:

In question 569 of 20 April. 1982 the
member asked "How many staff and at
what level have been seconded to the
j oint venture?" The answer was given
accordingly.

Since then a further two officers have
been seconded and it is expected that
another will be seconded as from
Monday, 17 May.

PENSIONERS

Transport Concessions

854. Mr B3ATEMAN. to the Premier:

(1) Is he aware of the hardship being
experienced by hundreds of civilian
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widows in Western Australia who lose
thcir pensioner concession on the MTT
buses once their children become
independent?

(2) If "Yes", will he have an immediate
reassessment of this concession in order
that those people so affected are
provided With transport assistance?

(3) If not, why not'?

M r O'CON NOR replied:

(1) 1 am aware that widows under the age
of 45. whose children become
independent of them, lose their
entitlement to a widow's pension and
with it, their entitlement to health and
transport concessions. I have received
representations seeking retention of
transport concessions in such cases and
the Government has given careful
consideration to the request.

(2) The Commonwealth Government, which
has the responsibility for providing
social security benefits, takes the view
that a widow under the age of 45 with
no dependent children is able to support
herself by obtaining employment. 1if
unable to do so, she would qualify for
unemployment benefits.

The State Government has, of necessity,
had to restrict travel concessions to
persons in receipt of social security
pensions who are in possession of a
health benefit card which is a positive
means of establishing entitlement. it is
clearly the responsibility of the
Commonwealth Government to provide
an adequate level of support to seriously
disadvantaged members of the
community and it must be appreciated
that the State does not have the
financial resources to extend concessions
to the many other disadvantaged groups
in the community, including the
unemployed, to make up for deficiencies
in Commonwealth payments.

There can be no escaping the fact that
the cost of extending travel and other
State concessions Must be borne by the
(are-paying public or by the State
taxpayer; and there is a limit to the
extent to which we can load on to
our limited population financial
responsibilIi ties which constitutionally
and properly belong to the
Commonwealth. I have therefore been
unable to agree to the request.

(3) Answered by (2).

TRAFFIC: PEDESTRAIN CROSSING

Overpass: Albany Highway

855. Mr BATEMAN, to the Minister for
Transport-

(I) In view of the concern being sho~vn by
senior citizens and residents in the
Cannington and adjacent areas that the
proposed overpass to cross Albany
Highway at Carousel shopping centre
has not commenced or even suggested
commencing, will he bring about
immediate steps to have this work
initiated?

(2) If not, will 'he give full reasons why this
project has seemingly procrastinated for
so long when there arc so many
pedestrian accidents occurring at this
dangerous section of Albany Highway
almost daily?

MrI RUSHTON replied:
(1) Work commenced on 15 March 1982.

Most of this. work however, is not
apparent on site as it is taking place in
the contractor's steel fabrication shop.
Site work will proceed as appropriate to
match the Steel work fabrication. Work
is due to be completed at the end of
August 1982.

(2) Not applicable.

856. This question was postponed.

HOUSING

Sala rharl Systems

857. Mr BATEMAN, to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Housing:

(I) Can he advise the number of Solarhart
systems purchased by his department for
installation in State Housing
Commission homes, or other homes, for
the 1981-82 Budget year?
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(2) Can he further advise the cost of these
units plus installation?

(3) If not, why not'!

M r SIIA I)DERS replied:
(1) to (3) The information sought will

take some time to collate and I will
let the member have my reply by
letter.

FISHER IFS: SALMON

Tnt nsk~r of Concession

858. Mr BIARNETT. to the Minister for
Fisheries and Wildlife:

(1) Further to my question 166 of Tuesday,
30 March 1982. has he visited Albany to
discuss matters relating to the transfer
of a salmon concession to a part-lime
fisherman?

(2) If "Yes", has the decision been
reviewed, and if so. with what results'?

M r O LD replied:

(1) I visited Albany on 14 April and met
with fishermen.

(2) The decision of my predecessor remains
unchanged.

HEALTH: RADIATION

Laporte Titanium Plant:
Leschenauit Inlet

859, Mr HODGE, to the Minister for Health:

(1) Is he aware that radium is one of the
niost potent carcinogens in our
environment and that for this reason
health authorities universally
recommend that its concentration in
water be kept to the lowest possible
level'?

(2) Is he aware that the liquid effluent from
the Laporte titanium plant at Australind
contains approximately 2 milligrams of
radium per day'?

(3) Is he aware that 2 milligrams of radium.
if released into the food chain or
drinking water, is capable of causing
several cases of human bone cancer?

(4) Is he aware that appreciable levels of
radium 228. which is a product of the
thoriumn decay series, have been found in
the Leschenault Inlet and that the
radium 228 concentrations in the
sediment of the inlet are considerably
higher closer to the waste disposal
ponds?

(5) In view of the potential danger from the
escape Of this potent carcinogen
(radium) from the waste treatment
ponds into the inlet and ground water,
will he urgently consider alternative
methods of waste disposal to protect the
environment of the Bunbury area and
the health of its residents?!

(6) Can he give me any indication of when a
decision will be made on this waste
disposal problem which has been a
subject of considerable concern for the
past decade?!

Mr YOUNG replied:

(I) Yes, but health authorities are referring
to drinking water.

(2) As in (1), the member is either
misquoting or is ill advised. I would
hestitate to suggest that he is trying to
mislead the House. I ha ve no
information which suggests that the
liquid effluent contains approximately 2
milligrams of radium per day. The
maximum release of radium reported in
the study referred to in answer to
question 721 was 0.74 milligrams per
day.

(3) 1 am well aware of the toxic properties
of radium and the member must be
aware that this particular radium is
dispersed in 8 500 cubic mectres of water
per day. To suggest, as he is suggesting.
that it is released into the food chain or
drinking water and can cause cancer is
reprehensible. I do not believe that it
can enter the food chain in any
significant way and cause bone cancer. I
have already stated in answer to earlier
questions that this has bcen confirmed
by tests on crabs. Further tests have also
been done but the results are not
availa ble.

(4) No. appreciable levels have not been
found and it is also incorrect to say that
the levels aire considerably higher closer
to the waste disposal ponds. The levels i n
this area are slightly higher. There is no
evidence that this is due to the effluent;
it is unlikely to be due to the effluent
and the levels found are well within the
normal range of environmental samples.
In reply to question 639, 1 indicated that
radium 228 was present in low
concentrations and Within the normal
range of environmental samples,
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(5) There is no potential danger. However,
the question of disposal of effluent from
the plant is being considered by a
Government committee. I repeat and
refer again to my answer to question 639
that the levels present no health hazard
and are not contributing to any
deterioration of the environment of the
Bunbury area.

(6) 1 assume the member is referring to
effluent disposal in general. This is a
matter for consideration by the Minister
for Works.

PORT: BUNBURY

Mona zite

860. Mr T. H. JONES. to the Minister for
Health:

In view of the fact that waterside
workers at Bunbury handled large
quantities of monazite ex Capel. will he
have an inquiry made into the possible
effect on waterside workers' health at
the Port of Bunbury?

Mr YOUNG replied:

There is no nmonazite handled in the Port
of Bunbury. and there is good reason to
believe it never has been.

If the member can produce any evidence
contrary to this, I would appreciate the
opportunity to look into the matter.

HUMAN RIGHTS

Meetings of Attorneys General

861. Mr BRIAN BURKE, to the Minister
representing the Attorney General:

(1) Did the Federal Attorney General
inform the standing committee of
Attorneys General at its Hobart meeting
in January 1979 that he would put
detailed proposals for a ministerial
council on human rights to a special
meeting of Federal and State Ministers
in Adelaide the following month?

(2) Did the Western Australian Attorney
General participate at the Adelaide
meeting in February 1979 on an
observer basis, and did the Attorneys
General therefore decide to discuss
human rights at ministerial meetings
instead of establishing a ministerial
council on human rights?

(3) Has the Western Australian
Government since considered changing
the status of the Attorney General at
such meetings to permit the
establishment of a ministerial council?

Mr RUSHTON replied:

(1) and (2) The proceedings of
Commonwealth and State Ministerial
meetings are confidential.

(3) Such meetings can establish a
ministerial council or simply change the
name of the ministerial meetings from a
meeting of Ministers on human rights to
a ministerial council on human rights.
The status of the Attorney General at
such meetings does not prevent such an
occurrence.

CONSERVATION AND THE
ENVIRONMENT

Ocean: Stain

862. Mr BARNETT, to the Minister
Fisheries and Wildlife:

fo r

(1) Is he aware of reports of a long brownish
coloured stain in the ocean just off
metropolitan beaches late last week'?

(2) Has his department investigated the
stain?

(3) What effect has this material had on the
immediate environment?

Mr LAURANCE replied:

(1) Yes.
(2) Officers of the Department of Fisheries

and Wildlife were in the area last Friday
afternoon when the stain was apparent.

(3) The stain was caused by a plankton
bloom. It is a natural and recurring
phenomenon of the environment.

CONSERVATION AND TH E
ENVIRONMENT: WARNBRO SOUND

Oil Slick

863. Mr BARNETT, to the Minister for
Fisheries and Wildlife:

(1) Is he aware of any reports of a substance
like an oil slick 112 kilomnetres long being
washed onto the beach in Warnbro
Sound during the last weekend?

(2) What investigations have taken place
and do they show any link with the slick
off metropolitan beaches late last week?
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Mr LAURANCE replied:
(I ) and (2) No, but plankion brooms appear

to have been widespread last week. They
are a natural and recurring phenomenon
of the environment.

TOWN PLANNING

Mandurab

864. Mr BARN ETT, to the Minister for Urban
Development and Town Planning:

Will she please provide me with a copy
of the town planning scheme la for the
Mandurah Shire?

M rs CR A IG replied:
No. but a copy of the documents is held
by the Town Planning Board and must
be available for use in that office. The
acting secretary could arrange to make
the documents available in the office for
study.

TRAFFIC: MOTOR VEHICLES

Drivers: Licences

865. Mr DAVIES. to the Minister for Police
and Prisons:

(1) Is it an offence for a motor vehicle
driver not to be able to produce his
driver's licence on demand?

(2) When required. what period of time is
given for 'a driver to produce a licence at
a Police station?

(3) Has there been a change in policy in this
regard recently'?

Mr HASSELL replied:
(1) Under section 53 (2) of the Road

Traffic Act, the holder of a Western
Australian driver's licence is required to
produce it on demand, but it is not an
offence if it is subsequently produced
within a reasonable time after demand.
Under sections 79 (3) and 80 (3). the
holders of licences issued outside
Western Australia most carry and
produce the licence on demand.

(2) A reasonable time for a Western
Australian licence. Other licence holders
are required by law to carry the licence.
and no allowance is given.

(3) No.

EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOL

Duncraig

866. Mr PEARCE. to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Education:
(1) What building extensions are planned

for Duncraig Senior High School'?

(2) Will they be ready for the start of the
1983 school year?

(3) if not, why not?
Mr CLARIKO replied:
(1) Stage 4.
(2) and (3) There has been no undertaking

to have these additions ready for
February 1983 as the proposed works
are listed in a schedule to be considered
under the 1982-83 capital works
programme.

RAILWAYS: FREIGHT

Joint Venture: Staff

867. Mr EVANS, to the Minister for Transport:

(1) How many existing Westrail employees
will be-
(a) made redundant:
(b) t ra nsferred to a not her posit ion.
in each of the following towns:
(i) Greenbushes;
(ii) Bridgetown:

(iii) Boyup Brook:
(iv) Manjimup: and
(v) Pemberton,
following the commencement
operations by the joint venture?

of

(2) Of these employees, how many will be
transferred from their present town oF
employment?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(1) (a) None.

(b) Greenbushs-nil.
Bridgetown-one position required
transfer. The employee preferred to
resign rather than accept a position
in the permanent -way gang at
Bridgetown.
Boyup Brook-nil.
NManjimup-five.
Pc mbert on-one.

(2) Greenbushes-nil.
B ridgetown-ni I.
Boyup Brook-nil.
Manjimup-three may be considered
but no final decision has yet been made.
Pem berton-one.

ELECTORAL: BOUNDARIES

A nonwily

868. Mr JAM IESON. to the Minister
representing the Chief Secretary:
(1) In View Of the fact that there will be two

- sets of boundaries for the eight electoral
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provinces in the agricultural, mining and
pastoral area, between 21 May 1983
and 21 May 1986, should there be a by-
election for any of these provinces for
persons elected in 1980 after 21 May
1983. will the boundaries applying for
the 1980 province elections prevail?

(2) If so, as this appears to be an absurd
situation and certainly not contemplated
by the debate on 1981 amendments to
the Electoral Districts Act and the
Constitution Act Amendment Act, does
the Government intend to amend the
necessary legislation to straighten out
this absurdity?

(3) If not, how can the Government justify
approximately two thirds of the
Rockingham electorate section of the
South Metropolitan Province being
represented by three members between
21 May 1983 to 21 May 1986, when the
legislation clearly indicates that only
two members shall represent each
province?

Mr HASSELL replied:

(1) to (3) The relevant amendment to
section 47 of the Constitution Act
Amendment Act was passed in 1975 and
was unaffected by the amendments in
1981. If a by-election is held for a
Legislative Council vacancy in the
agricultural, mining and pastoral area
between 21 May 1983 and 21 May 1986
the election will be based on the new
boundaries established by the
redistribution published on 20 January
1982. It is not proposed that the law
which creates this position be changed.

HOUSING: PURCHASE

Assistancc

869. Mr WILSON. to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Housing:
(1) Further to his answer to question 771 of

5 May 1982 in which he advised that
there was a minimum required deposit
of $1 000 plus $500 in fees for people
wishing to purchase homes from the
State Housing Commission, can he
explain why some applicants are being
told that the minimum deposit is $1 500
with an additional requirement of $500
for fees?

(2) Do the 557 applicants listed for
purchase assistance as at 30 A pril

include existing Sta te [lousing
Commission tenants'!

(3) If "No" to (2). what are the respective
numbers of existing State Housing
Commission tenants and other
applicants listed for purchase
assistance'?

(4) How many applicants have moved into
new purchase homes since the scheme
was re-activated last year?

(5) I-low many purchase homes were
completed and available for occupation
as at 30 April 198 29

(6) Is it possible for applicants to ascertain
their position on the purchase list'?

Mr SHAILDERS replied:
(1) The commission prefers a deposit of

$1 500 plus approximately $500 in fees;
however in special circumstances it will
negotiate the deposit down to SI 000.

(2) Yes.
(3) Answered by (2).
(4) One hundred and sixty five applicants

have moved into new purchase homes in
the period since the scheme was
introduced i.e. 1/7/8 1 to 30/4/82.

(5) At 30 April 1982. 200 homes had been
completed. 165 of which were sold and
35 were available for sale in varying
stages of offer.

(6) No. due to a number of varying factors
such as the decline or inability of the
applicant to proceed and the need to
give preference to existing commission
tenants.

HOUSING: RENTAL

Darnage to Property

870. Mr WILSON, to the H-onorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Housing:
(1) Did he receive a letter dated 22 March

1982 fromt Mr P. J. Hart of Hamilton
Hill, complaining of extensive damage
to a State Housing Commission rental
properly in Hurford Street. and of
extreme anti-social behaviour and noisy
disturbances emanating from this
property?

(2) If "Yes', has he responded to this letter,
a nd if "no" why not?

(3) If "Yes" to (1). what action has he
taken in view of continuing problems
being suffered by residents in the
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vicinity of this commission property due
to the behaviour of the current
occ upantIs?

(4) What is the estimated annual cost to the
State I-ousing Commission of repairs to
major damage to vacated rental
properties and what proportion of this
cost is recovered from the tenants
responsible'?

Mr SHALDERS replied:

(1)
(2)

Yes.
Y'es-the reply was dated 27 April
1982.

(3) A notice to quit has been served on the
tenant dated 5 May 1982.

(4) This will require extensive research and
the nmenmber will be advised by letter.

ROAD
Nor:thern Perinwier Controlled-access Highway

871. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for Urban
Development and Town Planning:

(1) What is the width of any buffer zone
that has been provided for between the
proposed northern perimeter controlled
access highway and properties in the
following adjacent residential streets in
Noranda:

(a) Eaton Place:
(b) M alcolmi Cou rt:
(c) Bohemia Place:
(d) Ing Place:
(e) Luderman Road:
(f) Farrell Place:
(g) Minerva Street;
(h) McGrath Place; and
(i) Smithson Street'?

(2) What is the width of the reserve of this
proposed controlled access highway
between Alexander Drive and
McGilvray Avenue?

(3) What is the width of any buffer zone
provided for between the proposed
controlled access highway and the
adjoining Mialaga industrial estate?

(4) What zoning restrictions, if any, in
terms of noise levels and elevation of
structures apply to the development of
industrial sites in the Malaga estate
immediately adjacent to high priced
residential development in Noranda?

(5) What is the present state of progress in
plans for the northern perimeter

controlled access highway and what
timetable, if any, exists for its
development'?

(6) Will she provide me with a map showing
the extent of any buffer zones on either
side of the proposed northern perimeter
controlled access highway betwveen
Alexander Drive and McGilvray
Avenue?

Mrs CRAIG replied:
(I) (a) to (i) The width of buffer between

properties in the residential streets listed
and the proposed northern perimeter
controlled access highway varies. Some
properties in the streets mentioned abut
the CAH reserve boundary. However,
the Metropolitan Region Scheme
indicates the reserve boundary. Details
of the road design have not been
finalised at this stage and the distance
between property boundaries and the
carriageway could be considerable. The
opened sections of the Mitchell and
Kwinana Freeways are a good example
of the type of buffer that could be
expected between properties and the
carriageways.

(2) The width of reserve varies between
80rn and 160 m: the wider sections are
generally adjacent to the proposed
intersections.

(3) The Malaga industrial estate is
separated front the CAH reserve by a
parks and recreation reserve which
varies in width between approximately
10 and 100 metres.

(4) There are no zoning restrictions relating
to noise levels or height of structures in
Malaga. The estate is not immediately
adjacent to Noranda-these localities
are in excess of 250 metres apart.

(5) No timetable has been set for the
construction of this road.

(6) A copy of MRPA plan Nos. 1.0812 and
1.0813 will be supplied to the member
together with a 1:50000 map of the
Metropolitan Region Scheme covering
the area in question.

EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOL
Morley

872. Mr WILSON, to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Mlinister for Education:
(1) Is his department aware of the intense

discomfort experienced by students and
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staff using the Morley Senior High
School library during the summer, due
to the unduly hot conditions owing to
the fact that the whole western wall of
the building is composed of glass?

(2) When may the school expect an answer
to its proposal for part-funding of air
cooling units to overcome this problem
and what assurance can he give that
these units will be installed for use prior
to next summer?

Mr CLARKO replied:

(1) and (2) The north-cast education region
minor works committee has the project
for cooling the Morley Senior High
School library listed for consideration
when their 1982-83 funds for building
subsidies are available.
An answer 10 the parents' application
can be expected after I July and if funds
can be made available the date of
installation of units will be determined
at that time.

TRAFFIC: LIGHTS

Beach Road-Mirrabooka Avenue
Intersection

873. Mr WILSON. to the Minister for
Transport:

Referring to his answer to question 353
of 31 March 1982 in which he advised
that the firm completion date for
signalisation of the Beach Road-
Mirrabooka Avenue intersection was
early May 1982, and in view of the fact
that work has not yet begun on
signalisation of this intersection, what is
the revised firm completion date?

Mr RUJSHTON replied:

Work has unfortunately been slightly
delayed. However. I am advised it is
intended to commence work next week
with the installation being completed
within two weeks.

TRAFFIC: DIANELLA

TVW Enterprises Lid.

874. Mr WILSON. to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Housing:

(1) Has the State H-ousing Commission
been involved in a traffic study being

conducted in connection with the TVW
Enterprises Ltd. proposal for an
extended media complex adjacent to its
existing site in Dianella?

(2) If "Yes', has this traffic study been
completed?

(3) If "Yes" to (2), to whom have the
results of the study been made available
to date and when will they be made
available for public information and in
particular for the benefit of residents in
Nollamara, Yokine and Dianella in the
vicinity of the proposed development?

Mr SHALDERS replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) No.

(3) Answered by (2).

RECREATION

Wiluna

875. Mr WILSON, to the Minister representing
the Minister for Recreation:

(1) Has the State Government contributed
funds towards the renovation of the
recreation oval at Wiluna?

(2) If "Yes". what was the extent of the
Government's contribution?

(3) Is he aware that the YMCA recreation
officer who was recently appointed to
develop programmes for Aboriginal
young people in Wiltina has been
refused access to the oval for games and
training as part of these programmes
when the facilities are in only minimal
use by others?

(4) Is he prepared to investigate the
situation with a view to supporting this
laudable YMCA initiative in providing
positive recreational programmes for
Aboriginal young people as a counter to
the drift to alcoholism and vandalism by
negotiating for access to the oval for
strictly controlled use?

(5) If not, why not'?

Mr HASSELL replied:

(I) Yes.
(2) $3 000 was contributed in 1979-80.
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(3) and (4) The Minister was not previously
aware of the issue however he has now
been advised that a comprehensive
watering and tree planting programme is
being carried out at present by the
Wiluna Shire and use of the oval
requires that hoses and pipes be moved.
The oval is available for use on recei pt
of adequate notice and the shire advises
that this requirement has been made
known to the YMCA officer.

(5) Not applicable.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Carniarvon Shire Council

294. Mr TONKIN, to the Premier:

I would have liked to ask this question of
the Minister for Local Government, but
she is not at present in the Chamber. I
had asked the Minister for Local
Government a seven-part question on
the Shire of Carnarvon, and one part
related to why no prosecution was
commenced by the Government in
respect of a breach of the Local
Government Act. I again ask why no
prosecution occurred?

Mr O'CON NOR replied:

I will refer the matter to the Minister
for Local Government. I will see her this
evening if she comes back in time, and if
not, in the morning, and ask her to
provide details to the member.

EM PLOYMENT AND UNEMPLOYM ENT

Rockingham;

295. Mr BARNETT, to the Premier:

(1) Is he aware that the recent figures
produced on unemployment show that
Rockingham now suffers from the
highest rate of unemployment in
Australia?

(2) What specific steps have been taken by
hint and his Government to solve the
problems experienced by the number of
families in my electorate suffering the
results of the now massive
unemployment?

Mr
(1)

O'CONNOR replied:
and (2) The Government is aware that
difficulties regarding employment have
been experienced in the Rockinghanm
area, and those difficulties have been
aggravated by the closure in recent
times of the Australian Iron and Steel
Pty. Ltd. plant. As the member would
know, the Government made strong
representations in certain areas to obtain
orders for AIS to continue to operate in
the Rockingham area. Although those
representations were unsuccessful.
efforts were made to alleviate the
problem.
We have considered other matters and
whether by sonic other method we can
get the furnaces operating at AIS. In
that light a proper and considered
answer wvill be given to the member if he
places the question on notice.

Mr Barnett: It can't be done.

Mr O'CONNOR: If the member tomorrow
gives notice of a question without notice
it would give us an opportunity to bring
forward available detail so that he has
full knowledge of the aspects being
considered.

EDUCATION

Kimberley Camp School

296. Mr BRIDGE. to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Education:

(1) Could he indicate the amount of money
allocated in the current Budget for the
Kimberley Camnp School at Broome?

(2) Could he indicate the amount that has
been expended to date?

(3) How much does he expect to be
expended in 1982-83?

(4) What local involvement has been
included in the planning?

Mr CLARKO replied:

(i) The total project is expected to cost
$300 000 with expenditure taking place
over two financial years.

(2) and (3) An exact figure of expenditure
to date is not available, but the Public
Works Department is expecting that
works in progress will incur anl
expenditure of S52 000 by 30 June.

(4) A local planning committee has been
consulted during documentation of the
project.
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EDUCATION: TEACHERS

Salary Parity

297. Mr PEARCE. to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Education:

I gather the Honorary Minister is to be
on the payroll shortly.

M r Old: Hea r, hea r!

Mr PEARCE: That is after two years. I
ask-
(I) Has the Government abandoned the

policy adopted by the previous
Government and before that 13y the
Tonkin Labor Government of
giving Western Australian teachers
salary parity with New South
Wales teachers'?

(2) If it has abandoned that policy
completely, can he indicate what
measures he or his Government is
taking to ensure Western
Australian teachers are not
disadvantaged in alary terms in
comparison with other salary
earners in this State or teachers in
other States?

Mr CLARKO replied:
(1) and (2) If I understand the gist of his

question, it is whether the Government
has abandoned the policy of accepting
salary parity with New South Wales
teachers. 11 is-my understanding that the
so-called nexus between the salaries of
teachers in New South Wales and
Wesiern Australia-a nexus followed
for many years-was abandoned at two
points. Firstly, it was abandoned by the
Teachers' Union during a claim it
submitted a couple of years ago in which
it sought at level of salaries which, from
memory. was approximately 6 per cent
higher than the level then pertaining in
New South Wales.

Mr Pearce: NSW teachers were seeking the
same increase at the time.

Mr CLARKO: That increase would have left
teachers in this State at a level higher
than that pertaining in NSW. I believe
it was put to the tribunal by the
Teachers' Union that it was seeking a
salary for teachers above that pertaining
in NSW. and when asked whether it was
prepared to abandon any, nexus whteh
previously had been understood to apply
it is my understanding the union took

the point of view at that lime that the
nexus should noL Continue to apply. It
chose quite reasonably and for its own
reasons LO seek a figure higher than that
pertaining in NSW.

About a year or so ago-probably at
about the time of the establishment of
the Salaries and Wages Tribunal which
was set up by legislation which went
through Parliament in late 1979 and
proclaimed in early 1980-it is mny
understanding the Minister of the day
on behalf of the Government announced
that the Government no longer regarded
there was in existence a nexus between
teachers' salaries in New South Wales
and those in Western Australia, and that
situation still applies.

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS PLANNING
AUTHORITY

Fu netions

298. Mr WILSON, to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Community
Welfare:

I refer to his answer to my question
without notice last week in which he
advised that consideration was being
given to changes in the structure of the
Aboriginal Affairs Planning Authority.
What are the reasons for this
consideration of changes?

M r SHAL DERS replied:

The answer would be long and involved.
I am prepared to give an answer to the
member, but for the sake of accuracy it
would be best to give it in writing. I give
him that undertaking.

SEWERAGE: COUNTRY TOWNS

Subdivisions

299. Mr HERZFELD, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Works:

(1) What are the reasons for the
requirement that sewerage be a
mandatory condition of subdivision in
country towns?

(2) Can he indicate the costs to subdividers
which result from this policy?
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Mr H-assell (for Mr MENSAROS) replied:
(I) and (2) The Departments of Public

Works and Public Health have found
that soil typcs and ground conditions in
many areas are quite unsatisfactory for
the disposal of liquid wastes through
septic systenms. Although such systems.
when carefully operated and properly
maintained, will effectively work for
sonic years in sandy soils. they will
eventually fail and have to be replaced
by sewerage.
It hats been recognised also that it will be
many, years before the Public Works
Department can provide sewerage from
its own resources throughout the State.
Because of this, the growth of unsewered
areas has to be contained as far as
practicable.
The subdivision policy adopted by the
Government requires a subdivider to
meet the cost of the reticulation sewers
within the subdivision and additionally
to pay a lot charge, which is now
uniform throughout the State and is
currently $323. The department meets
the remaining costs, including the cost
of treatment facilities.

1-11ALTH: MENTAL
Coniuiuniiy Development Centre

300. Mr H-OD)GE. to the Minister for Health:

I refer to the Minister's recent decision
to close the Community Development
Centire.
(1) In view of the widespread

community concern expressed
through the media by academics.
organisations. and individuals, and
by way of letters to members of
Parliament, is he prepared to
reconsider the decision to close the
centre?

(2) If he is not prepared to reconsider,
will he explain how the role and the
function of the centre will be
fulfilled in the future? I understand
he envisages the health education
unit fulfilling part of the role and
function. Will he give the details of
the extra budget and staff. etc..
with wvhich the health education
unit will be provided to fulfil the
role of the Community
Development Centre?

M r YOUNG replied:
(1) 1 am not in a position to reconsider the

situation in respect of the Community
Development Centre. The decision was
made by Cabinet that the centre be
closed. Howvever. I pointed out recently
to the member for Melville that decision
was not something with which we were
particularly happy: it was a situation
with which we were confronted.
Notwithstanding the pressure that
inevitably comes forward whenever a
Government makes a decision that it
must make a determination as to the
balance of its priorities, it is not always
in the position to change its mind simply
as a result of the pressure coming fromt
the sort of people to whom the member
for Melville referred. I do not say that in
any derogatory sense at all.
Many people have benefited from the
actions of the Community Development
Centre. I point out to the member that I
saw a greater need-in the final analysis
I lake full responsibility-for the
deployment of the centre's staff into
other areas, particularly into the
community psychiatric division of
Mental Health Services where
supervision of private psychiatric hostels
is needed. This supervision has been
called for not only by people within my
department, but also by members of the
Opposition and many of the public. To
give somec evidence of that. I refer to the
controversy in respect of the Penn-Rose
Nursing Home, although I hasten to add
that home was not a private psychiatric
hostel. The management of institutions
in which people cannot be properly
supervised or guided impinge on the
whole question.

(2) It is right that the health education unit
of the Public Health Department will
take up some of the work of the centre
in respect of public education. I
understand that the officers of that unit
are very enthusiastic to embrace that
job.

Mr Hodge: It is only a very small unit.
though.

M r YOUNG: It 'nay be a very small unit.
but since the health education council
virtually went out of existence in respect
of that activity, the health education
unit, to which the staff of the council
were transferred, has done a mighty job
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indeed. Almost monthly, and certainly
often less than monthly. I am opening
new public education programmes as a
result of the unit's efforts. The expertise
that unit has developed will help the
people who will be transferred from the
Community Development Centre into
that unit to develop an effective
programme of public education to fosier
at positive attitude towards mental
health. So far as the rest of the funding
is concerned. I hope the unit at Shenton
Park used by community groups for
various sessions connected with the
general development of mental health
within the community will be able to
continue to be used. I do not see any
reason for those groups not using that
facility. Further funds will not be
allocated in the near future to the
previous work of the CDC because the
staff have been deployed into other
areas.

EDUCATION: TEACHER

Mr Malcolm Harding

301. Mr 1. F. TAYLOR. to the Honorary
MnI ister Assisting the Minister for
Education:

I apologise for the fact that I have only
recently received advice of this matter.
and I have not been able to talk to the
Minister about it. I ask-

(1) Is he aware that eastern goldfields
teacher Mr Malcolm Harding has
been unable this week to take up his
position at Willetton High School
due to ill-health'? He has a doctor's
certificate to that effect.

(2) Is he aware that the principal at
Willetton has been instructed by
the Education Department not to
forward Mr Harding's salary
cheque due tomorrow to Mr
Harding in Kalgoorlie'?

(3) If he is aware of these matters.
could he give the reason for the
department's decision?9

(4) If he is not aware of these matters.
could he examine the matter with a
view to expediting the delivery of
Mr Harding's legally due payment?

Mr CLARKO replied:
(1) to (4) 1 was made aware today that a

telephone call was received by the
principal of the Willetton Senior High
School stating that Mr Harding wvould
not be able to take up his appointment
today due to ill-health. Let me say that
this is rather unfortunate because it was
deliberately arranged that Mr Harding
would take up his appointment at
Willetton several days before the end of
term so that he could start the new term
with the proper preparation and
knowledge that is necessary for any
teacher in a high school.
Obviously. Mr Harding. will not nowv be
able to do so. Everyone here would
remember that I did offer Mr Harding
an appointment at Kambalda Senior
High School at the beginning of this
term as a result of discussions that took
place between the Premier and myself,
Mr Peter Cook of the TLC. and the
President and Deputy President of the
Teachers' Union. We made that offer us
an attempt to resolve the impasse that
had taken place over the previous couple
of months. Although we made this offer
which would have enabled Mr Harding
to travel from KalIgoorlie to Ka iiba Ida
and thereby (each and still remain in
Kalgoorlie-in fact this was done to
make some concession to him because of
his claim that he was involved in the
building of a house and therefore it
would be desirable for him to remain in
Kalgoorlie-

Mr Wilson: A very weak concession!

Mr CLARKO:-Mr Harding chose very
crnsciously not to accept that offer at
Kambaldla, and, as a result. it became
necessary to suspend him.

Mr 1. F. Taylor: Why don't you answer the
question?

Mr Davies: It might be a good idea.
Mr CLARKO: The member asked the

question the way it suited him and I will
answer it 'as it suits me.

Mr 1. F. Taylor: I said Mr Harding is ill and
that you are not sending him the cheque
that is due to him.

The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister will
resume his seat. The member for
Kalgoorlie should desist from
interjecting.
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Mr 1. F. Taylor: It is about time he answered
the question.

The SPEAKER: I warn the member for
Kalgoorlie that if he continues to
interject 1 will have to name him.

Mr CLARKO: The member does not like my
reply. Mr Harding was offered
Kanibalda and he chose not to take it.
Subsequently he was suspended. The
case went before the tribunal and the
tribunal upheld the decision.

Mr 1. F. Taylor: That has nothing to do with
the question.

Mr CLARKO: Subsequently Mr Harding
came to the Director General of
Education and asked for Kambalda.
That was Five weeks after he had refused
it. It was not appropriate to give him
Karubalda at that stage so we appointed
him to Willetton and asked him to come
to that school a few days before the end
Of the term. He came to the Director
General and said. "Please give me more
time." We gave him a further day. Do
members know how he used that further
day'! He said he needed that time to
organise his affairs in Kalgoorlie.
Instead, he came to Perth on Monday of
this week.

Mr 1. F. Taylor: Why don't you answer the
question'?

The SPEAKER: The member for Kalgoorlie
leaves me with no alternative but to
name him. I name the member for
Kalgoorlie and call on the Premier.

Suspension of Member

M r O'CO N NOR: I move-
That the member for Kalgoorlie be

suspended from the service of the
Ilouse.

Question put and a division called for.
Bells rung and the House divided.

Remarks During Division

Mr 1. F. Taylor: Mr Speaker, you were not
even here when the question was asked.

Mr Davies: What a disgraceful performance!
Mr 1. F. Taylor: A genuine question was put

by me on a matter of grave
humanitarian concern.

Several members interjected.
Mr 1. F. Taylor: The fellow is sick. He has a

doctor's certificate to prove it. This is
absolutely disgusting.

Mr Davies: It is all you can expect Frorn that
mob.

Mr 1. F Taylor: I hope you read the question
i n Ha nsn rd.

M r Hodge: He rambled on for 10 minutes
and he still has not touched on the
answer.

Mr Davies: It shows how inconmpetent he is.
Mr Hodge: Be fair! At least he didnt-

ResulIt or Division

Division resulted as Follows-

Mr Blaikie
Mr Clarko
Mr Cowan
Mir Coyne
Mr Grayden
Mr Grewar
M r HassellI
Mr Herzfeld
Mr Laurane
Mr O'Connor
Mir Old

Mr Barnett
Mr Carr
Mr Davies
Mr Evans
Mr H-arman
Mr Cordon Hill
Mr [Hodge
Mr Jamieson

Ayes
Mr MacKinnion
Dr Dadour
Mrs Craig
Mr P. V. Jones
Mr Mensarus
Mr Crane
M r Court

Ayes 22
Mr Rusbton
M r Sha lderFs
M r Si bson
MVr Sod eman
M-r Sprigg.;
M r Tret howa n
M r Tubby
Mr Wait
M r Wil1ia Ils
Mr Young
Mr Nanovich

Noes 16
M rT. H. J ones
Mr Mciver
Mr Pearc
M r A. D. Tayl1o r
Mr 1, F. Taylor
Mr Tonkin
Mr Wilson
Mr BatemF1an

Pa irs
Noes

Mr Parker
Mr Bryce
M r G ril!
M r Bridge
Mr Brian Burke
MI r Terry Burke
Mr Bertram

(Tvclkr)

(Teller)

Question thus passed.

The member for Kalgoorlie left
Chamber.

the

Mr Davies: It is an absolute shame.

Mr Carr: It is an absolute disgrace from a
Speaker we used to respect!

Questions (wiihoul notice) Resumed

Mr CLARKO: Mr Harding asked for extra
time to enable him to get his affairs in
Kalgoorlie in order, so once again we
made a concession to him and gave him
an additional day. He used that extra
day by coming to Perth this Monday to
attend a Teachers' Union public
meeting.
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Points of Order
M r TONKIN: On a point of order. I do not

see how the Minister can answer the
question when the member no longer is
in the House. Mr Speaker, I suggest if
you look ait Standing Orders you will
find that this question no longer is
before the Chair.

The SPEAKER: Order! There is no
obligation on nie to sit the Minister
down. He was in the process of
answering the question and he is entitled
to conclude t he answer.

Mr PEARCE: On at further point of order,
Mr Speaker, since you were not in the
House when the question was actually
asked, I wonder if you might consider
the relevance of the Minister's reply.
The question was in fact: On what basis
is the Education Department depriving a
person from his legally entitled pay
when he has a doctor's certificate?

Mr Clarko: There are two parts to the
question.

The SPEAK ER: The member will resume his
seat. In the first place, there is some
obligation on me to ensure that the
questions that are asked are within the
framework of the Standing Orders and
the practice of the House. While the
question may not be being answered in a
way in which the member who asked it
or other members of the House may
want it answered, the fact is there is no
Standing Order that gives mae any power
to direct the Minister to answer a
question in any particular way.

Mr Tonkin: Because you make the rules,
that's why!

The SPEAKER: Order! I will just point out
to whoever it was that interjected then
that I do not make the rules.

Mr Tonkin: I was not talking to you. Mr
Speaker. I was talking to that crew over
t here.

The SPEAKER: Fine. I do not make the
rules. This House makes the rules. I am
simply charged with the responsibility of
ensuring that they are adhered to. While
I am at it, may I point out that the
member for Kalgoorlie was suspended,
not because of any exchange with the
Minister, but because of his defiance of
the authority of this Chair.

Mr Hodge: You took a mnost unreasonable
step.

The SPEAKER: Order!
M r Ba rnei t: I t was a d isg race.
The SPEAKER: While I occupy the Chair I

will see to it that the authority of the
Chair is adhered to.

Mr PEARCE: On a further point of order, I
seek further clarification of Lhat ruling.
Does that mean in fact that answers to
questions do not have to be relevant?

The SPEAKER; The answers to questions do
have to be relevant, but they do not have
to be in the terms desired by the person
asking them.

Mr Carr: What a circus this is turning into!
The SPEAKER: They do not have to be in

the terms any particular member of the
House thinks they should be in, but, in
the opinion of the Chair, they must be
relevant to the question asked.

Mr TONKIN: On that mutter, as you were
not in the House to hear the
question-this matter already has been
raised-you did indicate that the
Minister did not have to answer the
question the way we wanted it answered,
but you just said it is your duty to see
that the Minister's answer is relevant. I
question whether you know what the
question was and whether you can judge
the relevance of the Minister's answer.

The SPEAKER: One of the things this
House did at the outset of its operations
was to confer on certain members
particular responsibilities with respect to
various functions of the House.
Members ejected me as the Speaker and
they elected another person in this
House as the Deputy Speaker.

Mr Tonkin: You should have seen the
Deputy Speaker this afternoon.

The SPEAKER: He has the authority to
Chair this House. At the time I changed
over, the Deputy Speaker acquainted me
with the nature of the question that was
being asked, so I am familiar with the
nature of the question. I ask the
Minister to bring his reply to a close.
Questions (without notice) Resumned

Mr CLARKO: I pointed out how Mr
Harding attended a union meeting on
Monday of this week. This morning I
was advised that Mr Harding had
telephoned or communicated with the
principal to say he would not be able to
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take up his appointment and that he
would be ill until Friday. That is an
interesting coincidence because that will
mean he will now be paid for the whole
of the fortnight of the holidays and will
come back at the beginning of next
term-if he takes up his appointment
which he has resisted so far-and he will
have been paid for the whole of the first
term by the union and the department
for doing no work whatsoever. On the
first day of next term the students at
Willetton will be disadvantaged because
he did not attend this week. It is an
amazing coincidence that he has become
ill to coincide with the last few days of
the term.

Mr IHodge: He still hasn't answered it, after
all that waffling!

The SPEAKER: Order!

HOUSING: GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES'
HOUSING AUTHORITY

Vacancies

302. Mr BRIDGE. to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Housing:

(I) Is the Minister aware of concern in
north-west centres about the number of
Governmnent Employees' Housing
Authority homes under the control of
various departments left vacant for long
periods of time awaiting new occupants?

(2) In view of this concern and the fact
there is a considerable waiting list for
accommodation in various country
centres, would the Minister consider
implementing a policy to allow letting of
these houses 'to families requiring
accommodation, for short periods of
time?

Mr SHALDERS replied:

(1) No.
(2) 1 am advised that the Government

Employees' Housing Authority follows
up any property vacant over three
months. If the property is not required
by the department concerned it is
offered to other departments or rented
privately. Most vacant properties are
awaiting the appointment of an officer
to a vacant position. Currently the
authority is aware of three such
vacancies.

EDUCATION: TEACHERS

Sick Leanve

303. Mr PEARCE, to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Education:

(I) Further to the previous answer the
Minister gave with regard to Mr
Harding. does his action now mean that
teachers on sick pay with a doctor's
certificate and who arc meeting all the
requirements of regulations. are now
likely to have their pay suspended or not
given to them at all?

(2) Does the Minister think his medical
judgment of that person is better than
that of the doctor who has signed the
doctor's certificate?

M r C LA RKO replied:

(1) and (2) The answer, at great length, is.
"No".

HOUSING: PENSIONERS

Single Males

304. Mr WILSON, to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Housing:

(1) Can he confirm that it is the policy of
the State Housing Commission to regard
single male pensioners under 50 years of
age as being ineligible for commission
accommodation'?

(2) If "Yes", what is the reason for this
policy in view of the virtual impossibility
faced by such Perth pensioners in being
able to afford private rental
accommodation at currenit rates?

M r SH ALDERS replied:

(1) and (2) In normal circumstances the
answer is "Yes" and the reason is that,
because of the limited stock of
accommodation which the State
Housing Commission has available for
single pensioners, preference is given to
those applicants over fifty. However, in
certain circumstances the commission is
prepared to consider 'applications from
persons under the age of 50 years. If the
member cares to bring any particular
case to my attention-as has been done
in other cases by some members-the
commission will be prepared to consider
the application on its merits.
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LAND: FOREIGN OWNERSHIP

Con irillec

305. Mr DAVIES, to the Premier:

What progress has been made by the
Cabinet special committee looking into
foreign ownership of land in Western
Australia'!

Mr O'CON NOR replied:

Mr
Mr

I cannot give the member details of this.
I have not received a report on it at -his
stage.
Davies: When is it expected?
O'CONNOR. If the member wishes to
give me a note on this matter I will give
him the answer tomorrow.

EDUCATION: TEACHER

Mr Malcolm Harding

306. Mr WILLIAMS. to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Education:

(1) I refer to the question relating to Mr
Harding and question the views of Mr
Harding's attitude to employment, or is
it perhaps that he does not want to be
employed?

(2) If Mr Harding is not employed or does
not make the necessary documentation
before the start of a public holiday, is he
entitled to be paid for the entire holiday
term?

Mr Pearce: He has made the necessary
documentation, you big oaf.

Mr WILLIAMS: Do not call me that.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr CLARKO replied:
(1) and (2) It is my understanding that a

person who takes sick leave immediately
prior to holidays, in circumstances such
as this, would be paid for those holidays
assuming that he takes up duty
immediately following his sick leave.

HEALTH: DENTAL THERAPY CENTRES

RoILcand Function

307. Mr HODGE, to the Minister for Health:

I refer to my question 839 on today's
notice paper concerning dental

therapists. I asked him why the Dental
Therapy Association of WA (Inc.) had
not been included in the discussions now
taking place on the proposed
amendments to the Western Australian
Institute of Technology's dental therapy
course. The written answer is less than
clear. I ask the Minister-
(1) Could he clarify the answer and

advise why the association is not
included in the discussions?

(2) Could the Minister elaborate on the
Government's altitude to the
Australian Dental Association's
proposal that dental therapists be
downgraded or have their course
restricted to that of a dental
hygienist?

Mr YOUNG replied:
(1) The reason that the Dental Therapy

Association of WA was not included in
the discussions that have been taking
place to date is because the decision in
respect or the future of the Dental
Therapy School and WAIT was a
matter that arose out of the Cabinet
expenditure review committee
recommendation and approved by
Cabinet some time ago. It seems
reasonable to me that there should be a
process in regard to discussing the
possibility of courses and curricula and
that they should be confined to the area
or possibility between the two bodies
that are responsible for the education at
this stage-at least until such time as a
decision is made; and no decision has
been made at this stage.

(2) The same answer could be
given, regardless of any proposition by
the Australian Dental Association or
anyone else for that matter. The whole
thrust of anyone's actions in regard to
dental therapy training is bound up with
the possibility that exists in respect of
the amalgamation of the two courses. I
think the member realises the situation
is a tangled web. Every organisation in
this field feels it has a peculiar interest
in the way things are being done. We
have not reached the stage of going into
the final straight in regard to decisions
between these two bodies.
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